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you say that we are an by it, or 
emancipation? Not at all. e are proposing 
simply to use those arms that are presented to us 
for accomplishing a needful purpose, and which 
are most necessary and can be best used for that 
purpose, and nothing more nor less than that. Did 
ever any nation hear of a people who went to war 
with another and marched into their country who 
would dispose of their armies and sacrifice their 
men in performing service which endangered their 
lives, when there were all about them friends ready 
and willing and anxious to relieve them of that 
burden? And out of what consideration? I have 
been utterly at a loss to imagine any. I cannot 
find the slightest ground or reason for it. Why 
should men who come to our camps in the ene- 
my’s country tendering service, tendering inform- 
ation, tendering their hands, their arms, their lives 
to aid us, be repelled and driven out, and our own 
soldiers sacrificed in performing the duties that 
they are so ready to perform?. It is contrary to 
every principle of warfare. 1am no soldier; but 
I undertake to say that a general who conductsa 
campaign upon such principles is no general at all. 
He has forgotten or never knew the very first prin- 
ciple on which to conduct a campaign, and that is 
to weaken the enemy if he can, and strengthen 
himself to the utmost of his ability. 

I have talked about this matter quite as long as 
I feel inclined to do so. I do not feel disposed to 
throw blame upon anybody. I am not here to 
quarrel or wrangle. I have no doubt, not the 
slightest in the world, that everybody feels as anx- 
ious as I do to close this warand to close it effect- 
ually; but [ do say that a mistake has been made 
in this respect; too great tenderness has been used 
under the delusive idea that these men were to be 
coaxed back by tenderness. Sir, you cannot deal 
with savages in that way. The man who delib- 
erately sets himself to overthrow the institutions 
and interests of his own country for the purpose 
of selfish ambition is worse than a savage. Such 
is the description of the leaders; and the great 
mass of their followers, everybody knows, are un- 
educated, and are willing to take the color of those 
above them. 

Now, sir, are we to go onthis way? If we do, 
the conseqences must be well understood by gen- 
tlemen; they must be well understood by the Gov- 
ernment, by the President and the Cabinet, and the 
generals, and whoever else sanctions this mode of 

roceeding, They must reverse their course, or 
et me say, however public opinion may sustain 
the war, public opinion will not sustain them. 
And, sir, not from any feeling of abolition, not 
from any feeling of emancipation, not from any of 
that sort of peculiar sentiment which gentlemen 
are so fond of attributing to others upon this side 
of the Chamber and in and out of this Chamber, 
but from the absolute necessity of the case, from 
the common sense of the thing. I might address 
myself to my friend from Delaware or my friend 
from Virginia, and ask them what would youdo 
in a like case; if you were about to meet an ene- 
my, if you were to march at the head of an army 
into an enemy’s country, and your own existence 
was periled upon the issue, and the servants of 
our enemy should come and tender you aid, say- 
ing ‘* we will give you information; admit us with- 
in your lines; we will dig trenches, we will fight 
for you, we will do anything for you if you will 
accept our services;’’ would you re them? 
Would yan on ‘‘no, I choose to sacrifice my 
friends, let my triends expose their lives, let them 
pore this service for which they are. unfit; 

; I will not even take your information; do 
not come near me?”’? The man that acts thus has 
not even common sense; he has not common dis- 
cretion. If he acts thus from reason, he has not 

ty to conduct his own private affairs. 
__L have said thus much simply to illustrate my 
idea, which is that if we expect the people of this 
country to come forward willingly under any 
that of absolute necessity with 
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must reverse their practices and their course of 
proceeding on this subject. I agree fully with 
what was said by my friend from Kansas (Mr. 
Lane} the other ~~ on this point. I believe that 
in some quarters, by some men, I am called a 
conservative. I believe I am one; that is, lama 
tolerably prudent, cautious man; I do not say 
things here in my place except on deliberation, 
and I do not do things unless on great considera- 
tion, especially in important matters; but I say 
this upon full reflection, deliberately, because | 
think it ought to be said, and to be said in public, 
that this mode of white kid-glove warfare will not 
do. We mustact upon common sense principles, 
we must do as all other men woul: doand ought 
| to do in such a case, avail ourselves of all the 
| means which the great Ruler of the Universe has 
placed in our power in order to overwhelm the 
wretches who are thus making war upon us and 
upon humanity and upon civilization. I would not 
employ any men that I could not control; I would 
not employ savages; I would not do anything 
contrary to the usages of civilized warfare; but I 
would do all within those limits, that I had the 
power to do. I would-not employ even these men 
if | could not control them; but I am speaking now 
not so much of what | would do with themas sol- 
diers, or whether I would use them as soldiers, 
but | am speaking of availing ourselves of the 
means which they offer us for a thousand other 
things which are necessary to be done and which 
they can do better than we can. 

There is undoubtedly great force in what has 
been said by my friend from Ohio. Why should 
we hesitate when our adversaries do not hesitate 
in relation to these matters? Sir, I would do noth- 
ing that a Christian nation ought not to do; | 
would do nothing that a civilized people ought not 
to do; | would employ no barbarians; I would 
not bring back the days of the tomahawk and 
scalping knife; but anything within the rules of 
civilized warfare that it is in my power to do, I 
would do, and it ought to be done. 

Now, sir, one thing more I wish to say—and I 
wish to say it deliberately—I do not approve of 
the idea which seems to have sprung up that the | 


informed of what takes place every day, that there 
is any necessity for concealing from the people of 
the United States a disaster or placing a different 
face upon it, of calling a defeat a great strategic 
movement, of giving false names to things under 
the idea that it will not do to tell the people plainly 
and to their faces precisely what the truth is. Sir, 
itis just the thing in allcases that ought to be done; 
tell the people the truth; resori to no artifice, to no 
concealments. Ido not speak of course of those 
concealments that are necessary in order to keep 
facts and movements from the enemy; but the idea 
of hesitating to inform the free intelligent people 
of this country, who sustain this war, precisely 
what the state of things is, and what is wanted 
and what is needed to effect their purpose, is a 
delusion and a folly. 1 know the people of my 
own State. They are as intelligent, to say the 
least of it, as any other people on the face of the 
earth. There are very few men there who cannot 
judge of facts before them as well as most of us. 
Men have different degrees of education and in- 
telligence, bit our people are a reading people; 
they understand things, and they support this war; 
their hearts are in it as much asours. Let them 
know, then, plainly what your necessities are. 

1 was very much amused by seeing in the papers 
the other day an address from the Governors of 
different States to the President, requesting him 
to call out three hundred thousand men. They 
thought they might be necessary, and therefore 
they advised him to call them out and have them 
ready. What does that mean?. It means that the 
President and Government thought that they 
needed more troops; that to carry on this war we 
must have them; that our ranks have been thinned | 
by disease, by death, by wounds. Do we not | 
know it? Do not the enemy know it to-day as 
wellas we? Does not everybody know it? We | 
have got enough to defend ourselves. Ifanybody 





people of the country are not wise enough to be || 


New Seariess.....No. 20), ¥ 





doubts that, the thing can be settled by trying; it 
has been within a few days; but we want more 
men for the purposes of this war. Why act say 
so at once, tell the truth why we want them, and 
how soon we want them; appeal to the people; 
let them know what is required for the purposes 
of the country, frankly and plainly and honestly, 
as equal deals with equal, as man with man. i 
will meet with a —o in every true northern 
heart—in every northern heart; no, notevery one, 
I am sorry to say, but almostevery northern heart 
is true. 

_ Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Every loyal 
heart, you mean, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Yes, every loyal heart, 
and with but few exceptions, all in the North are 
loyal. Sir, | put the case to myself: if | was 
at home a private individual and appealed to, I 
should want to know the truth, I should want re- 
spect paid to my intelligence, I should want proper 
respect paid to my patriotism, | should want to 
be treated as a man, as a sovereign, for here the 
people are sovereigns. Thatis the appeal to make 
to me, and I would respond to it; and as | judge 
myself from the beatings of my own heart, so | 
judge my neighbors and my friends and my fel- 
low-citizens. Therefore, sir, | hope the existing 
policy will be abandoned, and that we shall be in 
the habit hereafter of speaking the truth, 7” 

Gentlemen will bear me witness that I have not 
stood up here to condemn men, to quarrel with 
men, with this general or that general, with this 
Secretary or that Secretary, or with the President. 
I respect the President of the United States; he is 
my chosen President; I have stood by him, and 
I shall stand by him and by those who aid him 
in the administration of his Government, and b 
the generals in the field, and our armies in the field. 
I have done all I could and contributed all I could 
to their support. I shall continue todo so. If 
they make mistakes I can forgive them. Men are 
not always wise; men are not always able to do 
the very best thing that can be done. Men are all 
feeble. So long as they do the best they can we 
can forgive them errors; I can forgive them mis- 
takes; 1 would strengthen the hands of many again, 
and bid them God speed, go on, fight and conquer 
in this great battle of civilization and truth, and [ 
stand by you to the last; but tell me the truth al- 
ways, let me know what you want, what you de- 
sire, what you advise, and we are ready to con- 
tribute; anbes the same time that you do this let 
me advise you one thing, and [ advise it here from 
my place, treat your enemies as enemies, as the 
worst of enemies, and avail yourselves like men 
of every power which God has placed in your 
hands to accomplish your purpose within the rules 
of civilized warfare. ‘The man who tampers with 
this question, who makes a talk about employing 
negroes for services which they can well render 
and which they are able to render and rendy to 
render, and which can save the lives of our friends 
and brothers; the man who hesitates because they 
are negroes—let me say, it makes me feel some- 
timesa doubt whether there is not something want- 
ing after all in the heart of such a man. 

Mr. President, I rose to state these two points, 
not with any feeling, although my manner may 
be a little excited. | have held back a great while; 
I have kept to myself all the words that I was 
prompted to utter on these points until sometimes 
the struggle has been rather more severe than I 
liked colina it; but I could not consent to let this 

uestion without saying something upen it. 
The people are called upon now substantially by 
this bill to contribute more men. They are ready 
todo it. You may put itin avy form that you 
please, but if you wish them to come with hearts 
in their bosoms, as | said before, you must show 
that you have some sympathy for them, and that 
when you send them forth to battle, you will spare 
them every pain, every suffering, every aunoy- 
ance, that you can possibly spare them. God 
knows they have enough in the ordinary course 
of human events when engaged in warfare, and in 
warfare with such an enemy as we have opposed 
to us. 
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Now, sir, with regard to the premreets of my 
honorable friend from New York, all I have to 
say is, that in my judgment not one word can be 
said against the first section of it. That section 
is so plainly, palpably right, that it strikes me that 
nobody can object to it. With regard to the sec- 
ond section, | agree with my friend from Ohio that 
if it could be modified so as not to go quite so far, 
I should like it better. For instance, I do not 
want the inference drawn that I would willingly 
interfere with what is called the property, and is 
hy the State laws the property, of a loyal man; 
but there is one consolation about that; if we are 
obliged to do it, every man knows that if a loyal 
citizen suffers in the cause of his country he must 
be paid; if a rebel suffers, we owe him nothing; 
God knows these men cannot suffer so much as 
they deserve. 

Mr. RICE. I have only a few words to say 
on this subject. I have not been present in the 
Senate Chamber during the whole debate, and, of 
course, I cannot follow it throughout, but I wish 
in afew words to express my own views. It has 
now become a certainty with all reasonable men, 
with all men, in short, who have thought upon 
this subject at all, that not many days can pass 
before the people of the United States north must 
decide upon one of two questions: we have either 
to acknowledge the southern confederacy as a free 
and independent nation, and that speedily, or we 
have as speedily to resolve to use all the means 
given us by the Almighty to prosecute this war 
to a successful termination. The necessity for 
action has arisen. To hesitate is worse than crim- 
inal. We are expending the money of our citi- 
zens; we are almost daily losing by sickness and 
otherwise thousands of lives, and at the rate at 
which that has been going on for the last few 
months, it will take but a few months longer to 
reduce our Army so that it will be worthless, and 
to reduce the wealth of the country to such an 
extent that our credit will be worthless also. 

I admit that at one time | was not in favor of 
employing the blacks. I did not believe it was 
good policy; but | had no conscientious scruples 
on the subject. But, sir, the example was set us 
long ago and has been continued for years by 
Great Britain. She has kept in the Canadas one 
or more regiments of blacks for years, upon our 
frontier, in sight of the American flag; and who, 
north or south, has ever raised a question as to her 
right to do so, or as to the moral effect it had upon 
the community? We all acquiesced in it; noone 
said it was wrong; and if it was not wrong for 
Great Britain to have regiments of armed blacks 
to protect her frontier against us, is it wrong for 
us to employ the same means to put down rebels? 


Especially when they resort to infernal machines, 


to torpedoes, to assassinations, to poison, shall we, 
from any sickly motives of delicacy and mistaken 
tenderness, hesitate? We have not men enough on 
the Potomac to authorize an advance, and unless 
we get them soon we must cease our exertions to 
maintain the integrity of the Union. God knows 
we can em no means worse than the rebels 
have employed; but | would not follow their bad 
example; 1 would, however, resort to all the 
means that are known in civilized warfare to sup- 
press this rebellion and punish the rebels. | would 
not hesitate fora moment. I will vote for any 
measure to that end. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Mr. Presi- 
dent, the Senator from Maine has said justly that 
thts bill contemplates drafting from the body of the 
militia of the country a force to support the coun- 
try. This bill contemplates calling out the militia 
in case we fail to obtain the number of men re- 
quired by the present system of volunteering. In 
the present condition of the country, with the great 
material prosperity now pervading the country, 
und with the wrecks of humanity that are floating 
over the land ruined in health in the military ser- 
vice, or who have been wounded in the field, in 
view of the fact that death has entered so man 
fumilies, I believe it will be very difficult at this 
time to raise, by voluntecring, the number of men 
necessary to support the cause of the country. It 
seems to me that we need men at once, at the earli- 
est possible moment, and I doubt if we can raise 
men for the next —_ days any faster than will 
be necessary to supp y the actual loss that will 
take place duri ose forty days. I believe the 
bill, therefore, to be necessary. te simply provides 
that the President of the United States, if he calls 
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out the militia, shall not be limited to the time speci- 
fied in existing laws, but that he may fix the time 
in the call during which the militia shall serve, and 
he can discharge them sooner if the exigencies of 
the country will permit. The second section 
simply provides that when the militia is called into 
the field, its organization shal! be the same as is 
now provided for the volunteer forces. I think 
that a necessary provision. . 

It may be asked why it is that we need at this 
time to call for this largely additional force. It will 
be remembered that at the called session of Con- 
gress last summer we authorized the Government 
to raise half a million of men. An amendment was 
~< in a subsequent bill, intended to limit the num- 

er raised to half a million, but it could be con- 
strued and was construed by the Government so 
as to give the privilege to raise half a million more 
men. When Congress assembled in December, 
the Secretary of War reported thatthe Govern- 
ment had raised six hundred and eighty thousand 
men, one hundred and eighty thousand more than 
was provided for by the acts of Congress, con- 
strued as Congress intended they should be. 

It will be remembered that we were often called 
upon here to state the number of troops enlisted 
by the Government. The best examination that 
1 could give it led me to believe that the Govern- 
ment had over-estimated by at least one hundred 
and fifty thousand the forces they ee to 
have raised, and here in the Senate I maintained 
that the number of troops raised did not exceed 
five hundred and twenty-five or five hundred and 
fifty thousand. I maintained that five hundred or 
five hundred and fifty thousand well-organized and 
active men were, in my judgment, a sufficient force 
for all the needs of the Government, and that, if 
the Government had six hundred and eighty thou- 
sand men in the field, it had more men than were 
necessary, although I denied that we had so many 
men by at least one hundred and fifty thousand. | 
never idieved that the Government had an effect- 
ive force in the field larger than five hundred and 
twenty-five thousand men, and I now believe that 
it did not have even that force; that the number 
of effective men did not exceed halfa million. J 
did not then believe, I do not now believe, that the 
Government had actually raised more men than it 
needed, and I am sure I never saidso. I have not 
turned back to read what I have said. Words 
have seemed to me, amid these great events, to be 
of such little account, and deeds so important, and 
| have been so pressed with work, that | have sel- 
dom undertaken to revise the report of anythin 
I have said in the Senate, or even to read what 
have said or what other Senators have said. The 
Senate will bear me witness, the Senator from 
Minnesota upon the Committee on Military Affairs 
will bear me witness, that whenever the Govern- 
ment or the generals in the field have asked of 
Congress or of the Military Committee anything 
to carry on this war, | have been swift to obey 
their wishes. 

Mr. RICE. That is se. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Every Sen- 
ator, | am sure, will most cheerfully respond to 
the words of the honorable Senator from Min- 
nesota. Every Senator will, I am confident, bear 
witness that | have ever been prompt to raise, or- 
ganize, and press into action the military resources 
of the nation. And yet,sir, while upon a bed of 
sickness, I had the mortification of seeing in a 
leading press in the country a statement holding 
me personally responsible for the Government’s 
not having more troops in the field. It was said 
that I had maintained that we had more troops 
than we wanted. I have never maintained that 
we had more effective men than we wanted, I 
maintained that the Government had not as many 
men as it professed to have by at least one hun- 
dred and fifty thousand, and that if it had as many 
as it claimed, it had more than was absolutel 
necessary at that time. That is the distinction 
made; and Senators will all remember that was 
my position, and the distinction I made. I have 
ever pressed upon the Administration the import- 
ance of giving to General McClellan and other 
generals all the forces required to meet and crush 


the enemy. Now, sir, a word in to the 
action of the Government in stopping recruit- 
ing- The fact is, that for thirty days before the 

er was issued closing up recruiting sta- 


tions, the recruiting had ceased altogether, and we 
had not raised Set haeal shen for 2 enontly be 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





_ duly 9, 


fore that order was issued; but the machinery ex 
isted, the recruiting stations existed, the expense 
existed, and it was necessary to close them up, 
and to devise a system of recruiting less expens- 
ive to the country; for, in carrying on this war, 
every man of intelligence knows that while we 
are calling men and arming men, we*must keep 
our eyes upon the expenditures of the Govern- 
ment, and guard the credit of the nation. 

The Senator from Maine has spoken, and I was 
glad to hear him speak, of the manner in which 
we have carried on this war. I trast that the ex- 
perience of the last few weeks has taught the Gov- 
ernment and taught our military leaders a lesson, 
and that they will be swift to comprehend that 
lesson. Sir, the country is flooded to-day with the 
letters of your brave volunteers, men among the 
living and the dead, depicting their sufferings in 
swamps and ditches, toiling to build up fortifica- 
tions, and their sufferings in guarding rebel prop- 
erty and protecting those who were ready to as- 
sassinate them or smite them down at any hour. 
I say that the Government of the country and 
many of the leaders of our armies, in their exces- 
sive zeal to conciliate rebels and to protect the 
property of rebels, have dealt hardly with the brave 
soldiers who are upholding the cause of the coun- 
try. I hold in my-hand a letter written to a mem- 
ber of the other House, placed in my hand to- 
day—a letter froma gentleman whom I well know. 
He says, writing toa member of the House of 
Representatives: 

Tell Senator Wiison that if he will look into the mat- 
ter, he will find his regiment using cow sheds and pig styes 
for hospital purposes, while large buildings filled with reb- 
els are protected by them, thus degrading our own men be- 
low traitors. I have seen four of the soldiers of that regi- 
ment die in these places, when there were residences all 
around them where they could have had comfortable quar- 
ters.”? 

Sir, I would not allow our volunteers to steal 

rebel property. Their own good requires that 
order and discipline should prevail in the Army, 
even in rebel regions; but | would take and use 
for the comfort of our gallant soldiers rebel prop- 
erty. . 
Seent in my possession a correspondence be- 
tween a Mr. Brodhead, a quartermaster appointed 
in the volunteer service, and a quartermaster over 
him, in regard to the White House, of which so 
much has been said. Mr. Brodhead said that the 
White House and the grounds about it ought to 
be used for our sick and wounded soldiers, and 
not be guarded as the property of rebels, and he 
said further that he was glad that the Government 
had taken the matter in hand, and intended that 
it should be so used, and he thanked God for it. 
For writing that letter he received a stinging re- 
buke for having censured those who had the con- 
trol of affairs, and he was removed from his place 
and banished to a little station. Sir, this gener- 
osity to rebels only excites their contempt. 

Sir, [ am for raising voluntarily every man we 
can; I am for drafting the last man that can carry 
a musket to uphold the cause of the country. I 
am for fighting this battle out to a successful issue, 
cost what of blood or treasure it may; but I agree 
with the Senator from Maine that the rose-water 
way of carrying on the war must cease; Congress 
ought to demand that it shall cease. I agree with 
him in another thing, and that is the necessity of 
telling the truth and not deceiving the people. 
We have had a censorship of the press during 
the last few weeks that [ believe has been most 
disastrous to the interests of the country, and so 
it has been always. It would have been better 
to allow the press to speak freely, and let the men 
who conduct the press be held by the people to a 
just responsibility; better let the whole truth go 
to the nation and not undertake to deceive them, 
for as I say to you to-day, the American people 
by this process are grea y deceived with regard 
to the real operations of the country in regard to 
the conduct of the war. It was a saying in the 
days of Napoleon that a person would lie like a 
French es Sir, it rs to that we 
have an organized system ing in this country 
that is calculated to degrade Ina’ deceive and de- 
lude the American people. I hope that this is to 
be ch , and that we are to deal frankly with 
the and that the truth and the whole truth 
in regard to men and to measures will come be- 
fore them, and in their sober second thought I 
have the fullest confidence. 

Now, sir, a word in regard to the amendment 
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which has been proposed—to use the loyal col- 
ored men to uphold the cause of the country. The 
Senator from Delaware, as he is accustomed to do, 
speaks boldly and decidedly against the proposi- 
tion. He asks if American soldiers will fight if we 
organize colored men for military purposes? Did 
not American soldiers fight at Bunker Hill with 
negroes in the ranks, one of whom shotdown Major 
Pitcairn as he mounted the works on the heights 
of Bunker Hill? Did not American soldiers fight 
at Red Bank with a black regiment from your own 
State, sir? [Mr. Anrnony in the chair.}] Did the 


‘not fight on the battle-field of Rhode Island wit 


that black regiment, one of the best and bravest 
that ever trod the soil of this continent? Did not 
American soldiers fight at Fort Griswold with black 
men? Did they not fight with black men in al- 
most every battle-field of the Revolution? Did 
not the men of Kentucky and Tennessee, stand- 
ing on the lines of New Orleans, under the eye 
of Andrew Jackson, fight with colored battalions 
whom he had summoned to the field, and whom 
he thanked publicly for their gallantry in hurling 
back a British foe ? “ 
Sir, it is all talk, and idle talk, to say that the 
volunteers who are fighting the battles of this coun- 
try are governed by any such narrow prejudice or 
bigotry. These prejudices are the results of the 
teachings of demagogues and politicians who have 
for years undertaken to delude and deceive the 
American people, and to demean and degrade 


them. ' 

Mr.SAULSBURY. I desire to ask the Sen- 
ator from “Massachusetts if he makes any refer- 
ence to me in those remarks? 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I certainly 
did not think of the Senator when I used the terms 
to which he alludes. 

Mr.SAULSBURY. The Senator’s language 
was rather strong, and I did not know to whom 
it referred. ; 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I certainly 
would not say anything offensive to the Senator; 
and if he so construes what I have said, I will 
most cheerfully withdraw the words. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Oh, no. You used strong 
language, and I only wanted to know whether it 
applied to me. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I spoke in 
general terms. WhatI meant to say was this: 
we have had in a portion of the American press, 
and among some of the public men of the country, 
especially in the free States, (1 hardly ever think 
of men in the slave States in that connection, for 
I pay great deference to their birth, their educa- 
tion, and their associations,) these phrases about 
negro equality, which are intended to excite pre- 
judice against a wronged race; phrases which I 
Tcleve are degrading to our common humanity. 
I believe these appeals to be unworthy of intelli- 
gent American citizens, and I trust the day has 
ay by forever when they can be used as they 

ave been with effect. 

In my judgment we ought to use the loyal col- 
ored men for such purposes as they can be used 
advantageously to the country. It is said that 
General Halleck built two hundred miles of cord- 
uroy road, and forty-five miles of fortifications; 
that hundreds and thousands of men under his 
command, by toiling on that work in swampy 
regions, have been sent home out of the Army 
broken down in health and spirits. Everybody 
knows the awful burden that has been put upon 
thearmy of the Potomac—the laborsat Yorktown, 
the ditchings upon the banks of the Chickahom- 
iny, the fortifications thrown up that in the hour 
of trial proved of no value, for we abandoned 
them; everybody knows that thousands of men 
who went down there in the bloom and pride of 
health, ready to meet the enemies of the country, 
have been worn out and broken down by such 
employment. The shovel and the spade and the 
ax have ruined thousands of the young men of 
the country, and sent hundreds of them to their 
graves. 

In thaking these statements I do not intend to 
utter any censure of the military operations in the 
field. hat I mean to say is that we could have 
employed thousands of colored men at low rates 
of wages to do that ditching, and thus save the 
health, the strength, and the lives of our brave 
soldiers. 

Then, sir, we have many of the southern ports, 
places thatare and will be unhealthy. I think that 
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those people who are acclimated, who are ready 
to give their labor and their blood, if need be, to |! 
the cause of our counyy, should be employed. | || 
should like a modification of one section of this | 
amendment. While I would free the slaves of || 
rebels without any consideration, and do itat once, || 
as a military necessity; while I would take away || 
from them all their means of power, | would pay || 
and pay generously if | took and used the slave of 
aman who was loyal and faithful to his country. 
We have been taught to believe that slavery was 
a weakness, but as we have managed this war, it 
has been the strength of the rebels; the slaves have 
been to them worth more than four million white 
people. They have used the slaves for the pur- 
pose of carrying on the war. They have used 
them in the field, they have used them in the va- 
rious modes of their productive industry. They 
are the men who bear the burdens of that south- 
ern confederacy to-day, while they relieve the 
white men there, who throng to the battle-field to 
achieve what they call southern independence. 

Sir, I must confess that I look with something 
of admiration upon the mode in. which those 
southern traitorous leaders have carried on this 
war. They commenced the war by taking hu- 
manity by the throat, by putting under their feet 
every moral sentiment, every law of Almighty 
God. They planted themselves in defiance of 
God and of man upon the foundation of eternal 
slavery in theirconfederacy. Standing before the 
nations in that position, in defiance of all that is 
sacred, pure, and holy on earth, they have ap- 
pealed to their oe to their passions, to their 
prejudices, to their hate; they have organized their 
people; they have issued theirconscriptions, using 
every man who could do anything, no matter how 
halt or maimed he might be, if he could strike a 
blow; they have carried on their Government and 
their military operations with great ability, and 
shown vast powers and great administrative abil- 
ity, and great military ability. It is mortifying 
to me to say that in four fifths of the contests on 
the battle-field in which we have been engaged 
there have been blunders on our side which the 
have not failed to take advantage of. Such is their 
position. It is of no use to despise them. We 
are, I think, in one of the darkest periods of this 
contest, and we had better look our position in 
the face, meet the responsibilities of the hour, rise 
to the demands of the occasion, pour out our | 
money, summon our men to the field, go our- 
selves, if we can do any good, and overthrow this 
confederate power that feels to-day, over its recent 
magnificent triumphs, that it has already achieved 
its independence. Itis our duty to act promptly, 
and I trust this bill will hardly become a law be- 
fore the President of the United States will call | 
under it at least two hundred thousand into the 
field instantly, and that the policy of the Govern- | 
ment will be such, and thatthe action of our mil- 
itary leaders will be such, that these men will be | 
led to victory, and that the cause of our country 
will achieve a permanent and enduring triumph. 
Bold and decisive action alone, in the Cabinet and 
in the field, can retrieve our adverse fortunes, and 
carry our country triumphantly through the perils 
that threaten to dismember the Republic. 

















they shall be fed and paid such compensation for their mt 
vices as they may agree to receive when curolled. 

Mr. GRIMES. I move to strike out the word 
“ war”’ before * service,’’ and insert * military or 
naval,’’ 


Mr. SHERMAN. That was my first amend- 


ment, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That verbal 
amendment will be made. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The last clause of the first 
section had better be omitted, I think, and leave 
the question of pay open, 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, Iam in favor of 
the original bill that is under consideration, and I 


| think that it ought to pass; but I will suggest to 


the Senate that if the term of service of the militia, 
after they are called into service by the President 
of the United States, was limited to twelve months, 
I think the operation of the law would be better 
than to leave the term wholly indefinite, Early in 
February a bill passed the Sea of Representa- 
tives authorizing twenty thousand volunteers to 
be raised in the State of Kentucky for the term ot 
twelve months, who should be po to be called 
into the service of the United States out of the 
State of Kentucky whenever the President deemed 
it proper. Ifthatbill had passed the Senate, | have 
no doubt that there would have bee at least ten 
thousand men in that State enrolled under it, and 
who would have been undergoing discipline and 
learning the military art for the last two or three 
months; and if such an organization of volunteers 
had taken place, and they had been ordered to the 
defense of this city, or tothe assault on Richmond, 
or to any other field of service in the United States, 
thé@y would have gone with as much alacrity and 
promptitude as any soldiery in the service. | 
think thatthe Army and the country are in acon- 
siderable exigence, as has been stated by ree 
men who have taken part in this debate. | think 
that exigence oughtto be met, and met promptly, 
with all the energies of the country, or at least 
with a sufficiency of those energies to bring this 
contest to a speedy and successful close. 1 have 
myself never considered secession a remedy for 





| any evil. 1donotnow considerit a remedy for any 


evil, but to have brought upon the country all ex- 
isting evils; and that, if an seammtalishad teak, it 
would prove the fruitful mother of many other 
evils, of which we have yet had no experience. 
For my own State, for the South, for the North, 
for the East, and the West, I have no hope, if se- 
cession is triumphant and permanent dissolution 
takes place. I am fora reconstruction of the Union. 
I believe the only principle and means by which 
that reconstruction is possible, is by the employ- 
ment of the full, legitimate military power of the 
country, and not by arming slaves and attempt- 
‘ing to form a military force of them. 

If the southern confederacy, to the number of 
eleven States, orany other number of States, should 
be recognized as an independent Power, it would 
only be the introduction of furtherdismemberment, 
and that further dismemberment would go on until 
the whole thirty-four States were disrupted and 
were formed into little petty Commonwealths that 
would be perpetual enemies of each other, and 
have interminable collisions and wars, and all of 


Mr.SHERMAN. I send up three amendments || them would be but the dependencies and the scoff 


to this proposition. The first is a mere verbal 
amendment. 

Mr. GRIMES. Iam not disposed to occupy 
the time of the Senate in any general discussion 
on the subject now before it. All the views that 
Ihave expressed upon that subject I had the honor 
to present to the Senate some weeks ago, and | 
am now more anxious to vote than to speak. I 
propose to the Senate to take up each of these sec- 
tions, which have been submitted, and act upon 
them separately. I have no doubt that the second 
and third sections need some modifications, and 
some to which I should be willing to assent, but I 
propose that the vote shall be taken upon the first 
section; and I ask that that may be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The first sec- 
tion will be read. | 

The Secretary read, as follows: 


And be it further enacted, That the President be, and he | 








of foreign Powers, and would be kicked by them 
at their pleasure. 

Mr. President, there is nothing which I have 
more at heart than a reconstruction of the Union; 
but I want this work effected without destroying 
or crippling the Constitution, without one of its 
principles being eradicated or weakened, and with 
all the rights which it secures to the citizens and 
to the States perfectly preserved. To carry on 
this war to this truly patriotic end, in subordina- 
tion to the Constitution, with a view to its main- 
tenance and to bring the seceding States and every 
portion of the people of thé United States to obe- 
dience to it, I for one, as a citizen and a Senator, 
would be willing to prosecute this war, if neces- 

sary, for twenty you or indefinitely,- There is 
| no resource which my State possesses, there is 
| none which I myself possess, that I would not be 
| willing to bring to the contest and to offer cor- 





is hereby, authorized to receive into the service of the Uni- dially and cheerfully to the ramen of ~ 
ted States for the purpose of constructing intrenchments, || United States in prosecuting the war to that end, 
or performing camp service, or any other labor, or anygvar || for a restoration of the Union as it was, and for 


service for which they may be found ere: persons | 
of African descent; and such persons shall be enrolled and | 
organized under such reguiations, not inconsistent with the | 
Constitution and laws, as the President may prescribe ; and | 


the Constitution as it is, 
From the debate that has sprung up in this Cham- 
ber on this subject, it appears to me that there are 
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only two principal matters in the measure pro- 
posed about which there is much difference of 
opinion. The one is the employment of the negro 
in all*camp and military labor, and the other is 


placing arms in his hands, and forming him intoa | 


portion of the scldiery of the United States in the 


war. To the first proposition I have no objection, | 


and never had any, but to the second [ am utterly 


opposed, and will ever be opposed. If as humble | 


an individual as myself might be allowed to imag- 
ine that | was a general in the field, and if iny field 


of service was where there were slaves, and the | 


labor of slaves could be made advantageous to the 
army of which | was in command, one of my first 
thoughts would be tu employ it to the full extent 
that it was necessary. 
on now opposite Vickebure, on the Mississippi 
river? Vicksburg is located at the extreme north- 
ern position of a peninsula made by a great bend 
in the river. Around the bend is some twenty 
miles, and across it only four hundred or five hun- 


dred or six hundred yards. We read in the news- | 


papers that the commander of the army there has 
employed one thousand or two thousand negroes 
to cut a ditch across the head of that peninsula, 
with a view to change the channel of the Missis- 
sippi river from Vicksburg, and throw it off south 
four or five miles. 

Mr. RICE. Will the honorable Senator allow 
me to ask him a question? 

Mr. DAVIS. Certainly. 

Mr. RICE. 
ington did not put arms into the hands of negroes, 
and if General JackSon did not, and if the Senator 
has ever condemned either of those patriots for 
doing so? 

Mr. DAVIS. I will treat of that point pres- 
ently, Mr. President. I have heard no objection 
on the part of any Union man to the employment 
of negroes to dig a canal that shall change the 
channel of the Mississippi river. 1 never heard 
any Union man in my State or out of it object to 
the use and the appropriation of negroes by the 
United States Government, just as other property 
is applied to their military purposes. The whole 
of their remonstrance and protest has been against 
making a discrimination between that and other 
property by the laws of Congress or by the policy 
of the war, as the President or his generals might 
carry iton. When a general is commanding in 
the field, and he has occasion for the labor of 
horses and oxen, what does hedo? He impresses 
them into the service of the Army of the United 
States, and nobody objects. Just so, if that gen- 
eral - may need the services of negroes for the pur- 
pose of fortifying, or ditching, or rendering any 
other labor in his ay or any service whatever, 
especially that kind which would shield and pro- 
tect and save the life of the white soldier, I think 
that general in command would be perfectly au- 
thorized so to ey the negro, and | have never 
heard any man object to such employment; cer- 
tainly L never made any such objection as that 
myself. And all this would be done by order of 
the President, or by our generals commanding, 
without any act of Congress to authorize it. But 
when the general has done with the negro, and 
the negro is no longer useful in his camp for the 
purpose of labor, or for any other useful purpose, 
let him be discharged, sent away like other prop- 
erty. I protest against placing arms in his hands 
and making a soldier of him; and to that line of 
policy I never will give my consent; nor will my 
people, although it may be regarded as a matter 
of very little importance in this Senate what they 
or I think in relation to this or any other measure 
of policy of the dominant party. If the State of 
Kentucky was polled upon the proposition of 
placing arms in the hands of negroes, I have no 
doubt to-day that nine hundred and ninety-nine 
out of every thousand, yea, I believe the thou- 
sandth man would vote against it, and enter up 
his most solemn remonstrance against it. 

Has it come to this, Mr. President, that we can- 
not command white soldiers enough to fight our 
battles to put down this rebellion? Whenever we 
authorize by law of Congress the enrollment of 
negro soldiers for that purpose, we admit that the 
white man is whipped in the contest, and that he 
cannat come out conqueror without making an 
auxiliary of tire negro. I pretest against any such 
degradiig position as that, Our countrymen are 
not red to it; and sooner than the white men, 
the citizens and sovereigns of the United States, 


Whatdo we learn is going | 


I wish to know if General Wash- | 





eee 


would submit to so humiliating an admission as 
that, one million of additional soldiers would be 
ready to rush to the battleefield. I believe that if 
this measure was passed it would weaken our 
Army; it would weaken the cause of the Union 
and of the legitimate Government in this contest 
tenfold as much as it would strengthen it. 

Sir, | know the soldiery of the Northwest. They 
want no negro auxiliaries in this war; they would 
feel themselves degraded fighting by their side. 
They feel that the white race are amply strong in 
numbers, in courage, in all the elements of a mar- 
tial people, to bring this contest to a close without 
the ignominy of enlisting the negro as a fellow- 
soldier. I deny that in the revolutionary war there 
ever was any considerable organization of negroes. 
I deny that in the war of 1812 there was ever any 
organization of negro slaves. | admit that through 
both those wars, and in the Mexican war, and also 
in the present war, there have been negro slaves 
that were waiters upon masters in the armies in 
whose hands in battle arms have been placed, and 
who used those arms; but they were in only a 
very few and exceptional cases an organized sol- 
diery. In the battle of Wild Cat, the first battle 
that was fought in the State of Kentucky, there 
were three or four officers there who had their 
body servants with them—negroes. It was a 
severe little skirmish, and our troops were hard 
pressed to beat back the foe, and arms were placed 
in the hands of three or four negroes, and they 
took part in the battle. If I had been there, the 
commander, I would have put arms in their hands 
for the same purpose under that exigency, but not 
that they should continue to hold them. 

1 know the negro well; | know his nature. He 
is, until excited, mild and gentle; he is affection- 
ate and faithful, too; but when his passions have 
been inflamed and thoroughly aroused, you find 
him a fiend, a latent tiger fierceness in his heart, 
and when he becomes excited by a taste of blood 
he isa demon. Such is the nature of the race; 
and there never was a servile insurrection in the 
world where it did not manifest that nature. In 
the Southampton insurrection a few years ago in 
Virginia the negroes displayed the nature which 
I have imputed to them. [admit that they do 
not spring to acts of cruelty and ferocity at once. 
They have to be schooled awhile to prepare them; 
they come to such acts step by step, as they did 
in the island of St. Domingo. When the French 
philosophers and philanthropists interfered in the 
affairs of that island, under the teachings of the 
Abbé Gregoire, it was first for the mulattoes of 
the island, who were about equal to one third of 
the African race. The entire African and mixed 
race, and especially the slaves, were peaceful, 
placable, manngeable,and manifesting no inclina- 
tion to deeds of violence and blood. 

Mr. WILKINSON. Asthe Senator from Ken- 
tucky talks of the inhumanity of the negro, I 
wish to remind him of the proclamation which 
General Jackson issued after the battle of New 
Orleans, complimenting his negro soldiers for the 
manner in which they had conducted themselves. 
The Senator from Kentucky seems to think that 
negroes are inhuman and barbarous when they 
once snfell blood. General Jackson disagreed 
with him radically on this point, and General 
Jackson, | think, had more experience in this 
matter than the Senator from Kentucky. 

Mr. DAVIS. Or you either. 

Mr. WILKINSON. On this point. 

Mr. DAVIS. Or any other. 

Mr. WILKINSON. I send to the desk and 
ask to have read, first the proclamation of General 
Jackson to the negroes, calling for their services, 
and then the proclamation that he issued to them 
afterwards, in which he complimented them. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 


Heapquarters, Sevents Miurrary District. 
Mostte, September 21, 18h4. 
To the free colored inhabitants of Louisiana : 

Through a mistaken policy you have been heretofore de- 
prived ofa cipation in the glorious st e for national 
rights in which our country is engaged. This no longer 
shall exist. 

As sons of freedom you are now called upon to defend 
our most inestimable blessing. As Americans, your coun- 
try looks with confidence to her children for a val- 
orous su rt Seared return the aaron 2 

oyed under her m equitable nt. rs 

frmavds ane tedden you are summoned to rally around 

the standard of the eagié to defend ail whieh is dear in ex- 
nce. 

Your country, although calling for your exertions, does 
not wish you to engage in her bathe Whihoet remunerating 


you for the services rendered. Your intelligent minds are 
not to be led away by false representations. Your love of 
honor would cause you to despise the man who should at- 
tempt to deceive you. With the sincerity of a soldier and 
the language of truth I address you. 

To every noble-hearted freeman of color volunteering to 
serve during the present contest with Great Britain, and no 
longer, there will be paid the same bounty, in money and 
lands, now received by the white soldiers of the United 
States, namely, $124 in money, and one hundred and sixty 
acres of land. The non-commissioned officers and privates 
will also be entitled to the same monthly pay, daily rations, 
and clothes, furnished to any American soldier. 

On enrolling yourselves in companies, the major general 
commanding will select officers for your government from 
your white fellow-citizens. Your non-commissioned offi 
cers will be appointed from among yourselves. 

Due “eo will be paid to the feelings of freemen and 
soldiers. You will not, by being associated with white men 
in the same corps, be exposed to improper comparison or 
unjust sareasm. As a distinct, independent battalion or 
regiment, pursuing the path of glory, you will, undivided, 
receive the applause and gratitude of your countrymen. 

To assure you of the sincerity of my intentions, and my 
anxiety to engage your invaluable services to our conutry, 
l have communica’ my wishes to the Governor of Lou- 
isiana, who is fully informed as to the manner of enroll- 
ments, and will give you every necessary information on 
the subjeet of this address. ANDREW JACKSON, 

js Major General Commanding. 

The following was issued after their service 

had been rendered: 


* Soldiers! from the shores of Mobile I collected you to 
arms; [ invited you to share in the perils and to divide the 
glory of your white countrymen. I expected much from | 
you, for! was not uninformed of those qualities which must 
render you so formidable to an invading foe. I knew that 
you could endure hunger and thirst, and all the hardships 
of war. I knew that you loved the land of your nativity, 
and that, like ourselves, you had to defend all that is most 
dear to man; but you surpass my hopes. I have found in 
you, united to those qualities, that noble enthusiasm which 
impels to great deeds.’ 


Mr. DAVIS. Now, Mr. President, we see to 
whom they were addressed. Not to slaves, but to 
free colored people, and they were colored people 
because they were principally mulattoes. New 
Orleans and a great bat of Louisiana, we know, 
at that time, abounded in a French population, 
and there a large element, particularly in New 
Orleans, partly negro and partly French, and 
many of those people were well educated, many 
of them were engaged in mercantile business, in 
mechanic arts, and in other industrial pursuits, 
and were inen of thrift and had acquired property. 
They were men of intelligence and consideration 
in Louisiana. Whatdid Old Hickorydo? When 
he was there with an army of some five or six 
thousand men to defend * the beauty and booty”’ 
of New Orleans against twelve thousand of Wel- 
lington’s veterans who had come flushed from 
the conquest of Spain, ready, as they thought, to 
take possession of Louisiana, Jackson acted just 
as any sensible man would under the cireum- 
stances. He saw that the host that was opposed 
to him numbered two or three times his own army, 
and for the purpose of strengthening himself, he 
called upon the free negroes and free mulattoes of 
the city of New Orleans and of the State of Lou- 
isiana to rally to his standard to aid in repelling 
the invading foe from the common homes of them- 
selves and the white race; and after they had given 
gallant assistance, he had, not the magnanimity, 
but the simple justice, to make a proper acknow!l- 
edgment of their services, 

Mr. WILKINSON. Mr. President—— 

Mr. DAVIS. No, sir; excuse me if you please. 
Let me make my remarks now, and you can fol- 
low me when | get through. I have given you 
time to read two proclamations, and | think that 
is as much courtesy as ought reasonably to be 
asked. 

In the extreme stress that was then upon Lou- 
isiana, the commanding general did not propose 
a conscription for all the slaves, or any of them, 
much less to emancipate them, but summoned the 
free colored people to assist in beating back a 
common foreign foe. 

Now, sir, | consider that the Union and the 
Constitution have three deadly enemies, and I am 
for making war upon them in the order in which 
I name them. The first are the secessionists of 
the South; the second are the abolitionists,of the 
North, who would emancipate the slaves, regard- 
less of the Constitution, and though that was sacri- 
ficed to enable them to effect their object; the third 
is John Bull. 1 want first to fight the secession- 
ists at the South, and to compel them to a proper 
obedience to the Consiitution and the laws, and 
afterwards to hold out to them such a just and 
liberal policy as will éreate a Union party in the 
southern States, not hoping to draw to it any of 
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their leaders. Is there a man in the Senate of the 
United State but what hopes and desires to bring 
back these States? Can you get them to return 
into'the pale of the Union with every heart-in their 
whole land burning with deadly hate against the | 
northern States and against the United States Gov- | 
ernment? If you force them back, and cannot 
change that heart, they will only be a source of un- 
ceasing trouble, expense, disturbance, and war to 
the rest of the nation. Ifthe work is to be done at 
all, and especially if itis to me eee done, you 
must create a Union party in the southern States; 
you must adopta line of policy that will build up 
such a party; you must demonstrate your ability 
to subjugate them, and to keep them subject to the 
Constitution and the laws without the aid of the 
negro; and you must. hold up to them that Con- 
stitution whole and unbroken, with all their lib- | 
erties, rights, and property to be inviolably pos- | 
sessed and enjoyed, under it as aforetime. But | 
the measures that have been passed and proposed 
at the present session of Congress, and this crown- 
ing one of placing arms in the hands of slaves, 
will never effect that work. 

So far from conciliating and luring back to fra- | 
ternity and loyalty any of the disaffected popu- | 
lation of that section, such a policy will drive those 
who have a lingering affection for the old Union 
and the old Government and the old flag, not only 
in the seceding States, but in every slave State in 
the Union, every man, to take ground against you. 
Such a policy as has been marked out in the pres- 
ent Congress, in relation to the slaves and the treat- 
ment of the disloyal whites, fraught with nothing 
but ruin, ruin hopeless and irretrievable to the | 
whole southern country, confiscating the estate of 
every person there that participates in the rebel- 
lion, without regard to the grades of guilt, freeing 
three million slaves, permitting those slaves to re- 
main ina country where they would be as numer- 
ous, in the aggregate of four or five States, as the 
white population themsel ves—such a policy would 
be simply nothing more nor less than giving up 
those States to the slaves themselves, for the white 
population would flee from the country to some 
asylum. Such would be the consummation of 
_ policy. And do you expect the people of 

issouri, of Tennessee, of Western Virginia, of 
Kentucky, of Maryland, and of Delaware, who 
own slaves, to fraternize with you, and to cheer 
= on to enforce such measures and such policy? 

n my own State, I have no doubt that there are 
from eighty to one hundred thousand slaves that be- 
long to disloyal men. You propose to place arms in 
the hands of the men and boys, or such of them as 
are able to handle arms, and to manumit the whole 
mags, men, women, and children, and leave them 
amongus. Do you expect us to give our sanction 
and our approval to these things? No! No! We 
would regard their authors as our worst enemies, 
und there is no foreign despotism that could come 
to our rescue that we would not joyously em- 
brace before we would submit to any such con- 
dition of things as that. But before we had 
invoked this foreign despotism, we would arm 
every man and boy that we have in the land, and | 
we would meet you in a death struggle to over- 
throw together such an oppression and our op- 
pressors. But we expect. toeffect our deliverance | 
peacefully at the ballot box; but we know, if it | 
comes to the trial of arms, we will have the sup- 
pert of the great body of the American gover. 


hy, sir, there is not asecessionist in the State of | 











Kentucky but what is greatly and sincerely grati- | 
fied at your measures, and who will not be more | 
ratified when he hears of the propositions that 
ve been presented to-day, and the speeches that 
have been made in relation to the arming of ne- 
groes. There is nota rebel in all secessia whose | 
heart willnotleap when he learasthat the Senate of | 
the United States are originating sucha policy. It | 
will strengthen his hopes of suceess by an ulti- | 
mate union of all the slave States; and by a per- | 
fect union of all their population of the slave | 
States to fight such a policy as that to the death. | 
They will count that interference by foreign Pow- | 
ers will then be certain and speedy. 
Sir, there is not a man in this body nor in the 
land that is more deeply devoted to the restoration 
of the Union than Lam, or who is more at- 
tached to the Union and to the Constitution which 
forms the Government of the United States. But 
when you offer tome and my A pny ant 
ask us, will you take our measures; will you take 














































estate confiscation of the property of all the dis- 
oyal; abolition of slavery, the slaves to remain 

in their localities; will you agree to our armin 

them and making them soldiers to fight the battle 
of the Constitution, which Constitution guaran- 
tied them as property to their owners; will you 
take all theseatrocities? Weanswer, never !never! 
never! All we ask is, that the just power of the 
Government of the United States shall be brought 
into full requisition to suppress this rebellion. The 
Union men of the slave States are as ready to co- 
operate in that just and constitutional war as are | 
the Union men of the free States; but they require 
that the Constitution—the bond of our Union, the 
ark of our liberties, without which there can be 
no freedom in this land—shall be held intact and 





religiously preserved throughout all the storms || 


of the conflict. They ask no exemption of their 
property from the same law, the same policy, and | 
the same military measures that you would deal 
out to any other property. I have a few slaves, 
and my county possesses upwards of seven thou- 
sand. If it were necessary to-morrow, to prevent 
the consummation of this revolution and the dis- 
ruption of the Union, that those seven thousand 
slaves should be manumitted, there is not one of 
them belonging to a Union man who would not 
be surrendered just as cheerfully as sacrifice for | 
so great an end ever was made hy a loyal heart to | 
the cause of his country. But we believeand know 

that there is no such necessity; there is no such 

sacrifice required at our hands. On the other hand, 

we believe and know that the policy so madly 

urged in the two Houses of Congress by some of | 
the extreme men is fatal, or eminently mischievous | 
to the purposes they profess to have in view. In- | 
stead of weakening and subduing the rebels, it 

would strengthen them. As I said ina former | 
speech, if this Congress had got together and had 

not introduced the negro at all, had passed laws 





necessary to conduct the nation triumphantly and 
speedily to the subjugation of the rebellion, and 
had confined its action and its legislation to those 
subjects alone, had not legislated on the subject 
of property at all, or had legislated in relation to 
property generally by laws that would have in- 
cluded the slave and all other description of prop- 
erty, we long since would have brought this war 
to aclose; we would have saved millions of treas- 
ure, and the lives of thousands whose heart’s 
blood has been poured out on the battle-field, or 
who have perished in the camp. There is no man- 
ner of doubt about it in my mind. But you would 


consequence is jarring views and fierce crimina- 
tions and recriminations among the friends of the 
Union in the two Houses. The press is divided in 
relation to the course of Congress and the ends to 
which the war is and should be prosecuted. The 
Army is not assured on this latter point, and is 
discontented. The session of Congress is unrea- 
sonably prolonged, and its debates needlessly in- 
crease and keep up public excitement; the coun- 
cils of the Executive are feeble, vacillating, and | 
conflicting; the energies and heart of the nation | 
are weakened; the spirits and hopes of the rebels 
are strengthened; the war is protracted with its 
volume of expenditure of treasure fearfully swell- 
ing as it rolls on. 


introduce the slave, the apple of our discord. The | 
| 
| 





y honorable friend from Minnesota [Mr. 
Wixxinson] requesicd the Secretary toread some- 
thing on the subject of negroes in arms. I will 
read a little myself. Some of us here remember 
the time of the Southampton insurrection. We 


that servile uprising. We remember tae dismay 
and the terror it spread throughout that county 
and the neighboring counties of Virginia, The 
agonizing shrieks of wives and children, whose 
houses were menaced by that insurrection have 
hardly yet died upon the gale. How was it in 
St. Domingo? How was it four or five years ago 
on the whole line of the Tennessee and Cumber- 
land rivers? There had been an extensive negro | 
plot there to rise upon the whites. It had come | 
to a head at various points, and it was threatening | 
to break out into open servile insurrection with | 
all its horrors. I remember the deep agitation of | 
the men and the agony of all the women vf the 

border, both in Tennessee and Kentucky, at the 


| 
j 
| 
i 
| 
' 
| 


prospect of that servile insurrection. hy, sir, || 





| 
| 
| 
j 
j 
i 
| 
him, with most of the soldiers, were killed without mercy. 
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insurrection. Let me read a little of its doings in 
the island of St. Domingo. Here is an extract 
from an oration delivered | by Edward Everett on 
the oceasion of the antiJohn Brown meeting in 
the city of Boston. What does he say? 


“In the town itself (that is, St. Domingo) the general 
belief for some time was, that the revolt was by no means 
an extensive one, but a sudden and insurrection 
only. The largest sugar plantation on the plain was that of 
Monsieur Galltifet, situated about eight miles from the town, 
the negroes belonging to which had always been treated 
with such kindness and liberality, and possessed se many 
advantages, that it became a proverbial expression among 


the lower white people, in speaking of any man’s for- 
tune, to say, il est heureur comme un negre de » (he 





is as happy as one of Mr. Gallifet’s negroes.) M. Odelue 
| an attorney or agent for this plantation, was a member of 

the General Assembly, and being fully persuaded that the 
| negroes belonging to it would remain frm in their obedi- 

ence, determined to repair hither to encourage them tn op- 
posing the insurgents; to whieh end he desired the agaiat- 
ance of a few soldiers from the town guard, which was 
granted him. He proceeded accordingly, but on approacii- 
ing the estate to his surprise he found all the negroes on the 
side of the rebelag and, horrid to tell, their standard was the 
dead body of a white infant, which they had recently i 
onastake! M. Odeluc had advan too far to retreat un- 
discovered, and both he and a friend who had accompanied 


Two or three only of the patrol eseaprd by flight, and con- 
veved the dreadful tidings to the inhabitants of the town. 
** By this time, all or most of the white rae who had 
been found on the several plantations being massacred or 
forced to seek their safety in flight, the rutlans exchanged 
the sword for the torch. The buildings and cane-fields were 
everywhere set on fire ; and the conflagrations, which were 
visible from the town in a thousand different quarters, fur 
nished a prospect more shocking, and reflections more dis- 
mal than fancy can paint or the powers of man describe.” 


I have here, also, an extract from Brown’s His- 
tory of San Domingo; and I ask the attention of 
Senators, and especially of the Senator from Min- 
nesota, [Mr. Rice,}toit. Lamsorry that be has 
become a convert to this atrocious idea. I lament 
it. [have a profound personal respect for the hon- 
orable gentleman, and still entertain it; but it gives 
me great pain to find him adopt such a cruel and 
merciless mode of warfare. I should not be sur- 
priser atallat some gentlemen, who for long years 

ave inured themselves in their imagination and 
fancy to such a war, and the horrors it mightbring, 
adopting sucha policy. But, sir, here is what the 
historian Brown says: 

‘ The triumphant negroes refined upon the tortures of the 
Inquisition in their treatment of prisoners taken in battle. 


They tore them with red-hot pincers; sawed them asunder 
between planks; roasted them by a slow fire; or tore out 


| their eyes with red-hot corkscrews. A negro named Lan- 


not was, of all their chieftains, the most ferocious, Sus- 
pecting the fidelity of a negro under his orders, who was 
also accused of having saved his master from the knives of 
the insurgents, the monster ordered that be should be cut 
in pieces and thrown into the fire. Other acts of cruelty 
still more revolting are related of this rebel chief. The 
| plantation of Mr. Paradole suffered an attack from the in- 
| surgents, in which the proprietor himself was made a pris- 

over) Some of his ehildren, who in the first momeiiis of 
their panic had fled to places of concealment, came to im- 
plore the chief jo save their father. This fillal devotion, 
which was interpreted as defiance by the demon black, irri- 
tated him to fury. He ordered that the four young men 
should be slain separately before the eyes of their parent, 
who was then himself put to death, the last vietin in this 
tragedy.”’ 


That is the condition of things to which your 
counsels and your policy ave luring the southern 


|| States; and the man who does not recoil in horror 
| from its contemplation is a monster, and is fit to 


be a prince among the damned. 


|| Mr. WILKINSON. You are getting theo- 


| logical. 
Mr. DAVIS. Yes, I am so theological to ab- 
hor all such scenes as that, and to condemn and 


| denounce on the threshold the policy that will 
remember the ferocity and cruelty of the negro in || 


lead to them. Ah! gentlemen, you can smile de- 
| risively and ver ere se who inhabit the 
regions of the Nerth where there is no danger 
of servile war, where the secessionists will never 
tread your sacred homesteads; but we on the bor- 
ders, we in the State of Kentucky, with between 
two and three hundred thousand slaves and as 
| many in the State of Tennessee, are exposed to all 
| these dangers, liable to be set upon by the seces- 
sionists themselves, and then of the upheaving of 
this domestic foe, demoniac in its character when 
it has once tasted blood, as | have said, and ready 
| to indulge in all the cruelties that the most savage 
| and ferocious nature can devise, cruelties that are 
| here depicted by the historian in giving an account 
of the insurrection in San Domingo—we are to be 
exposed to these horrible calamities and probabiy 


in all the forms of warfare, there is nothing so | be overwhelmed by them; our homes ani hearth- 


cruel , nothing so savage, nothing that carries such | 
misery and woe and horrors in its track asa negro | 


stones, our wives and children are threatened by 
such consequences as these; and it is no time to 
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laugh sardonically at our complaints of such an 
impending state of things. There is nothing that 
could possibly be more serious to us. — 

You, sir, (Mr. Awrnowy in the chair,) on the 
borders of the Atlantic, in the midst of your own 
ocean-girt home, may be safe from this horrid 
storm and all its fury. The gentleman from Min- 
nesota [Mr. WiLxinson] is safe; the Senator from 
Michigan [Mr. Howarp] is safe; and I rejoice 
that it is so with them and their people. I wish 
it were so with us; butitis not. We have to take 
things as they are. We cannot change them. We 
have to act as best we can in view of all the facts 
that surround us. We are the most deeply inter- 
ested in all these questions, much more so than 
the paces from Minnesota, [Mr. Rice;]} and 
I tell him when he proposes to put arms in the 
hands of the negro, he oppresses many a manly 
heart, and drives todespondency and despair many 


women and children who inhabit the border slave | 
States, who are as loyal to the Unjon as he is, or | 


any other man. To us this insurrectionary war 
is & practical question; to you, gentlemen, it is not 
so. Will you not put any trust whatever in sens- 
ible, true, Union men in the slave States, or do 
you adopt the dishonoring position that there is 
no loyalty in the slave States? If there is not, 
* Cry havoc, and let slip the dogs of war.”? 

If there is, why do you not take counsel from those 
Union men? Aside from the negro, you have no 
purpose that they have not. They are as devoted 
to the Government as you are. They are as de- 
voted to the Unionas youare. They would make 
as much sacrifice, short of a sacrifice of the Con- 
stitution, to restore the Union, to reassert the su- 
premacy and power of the Constitution and laws 
as you would. The measures that you would 
adopt come home to them, to their immediate coun- 
try, and their families. Not so with you. Why 
then will you madly, in a spirit of resentment, of 
vengeance, urge on a series of measures that are 
to result in nothing but mischief to our common 
country, and overwhelm our portion of it in hope- 
less ruin? It is a subject we are familiar with; 
you are not. We know more about it than you 
do. We know better how to treat it than you do. 
Why, then, in the name of fraternity, of human- 
ity, of patriotism, with a view to the success of 
this war, and the reéstablishment of the Union in 
peace and good will, and moving it on again to 
the consummation of its grand and-glorious des- 
tiny—why do you not give some heed to us and 
take counsel from us in relation to the character 
of the measures that you pass? 

You seem bound in the spell of some sinister 
and fatal delusion in relation to the slave. You 
seem to think that arming and freeing him will 
create some great and mysterious force that will in 
a great degree prevent our soldiers from perishing 
by disease in camp, from being slain or wounde 
in battle, confound and overwhelm the rebels, 
bring sudden and overwhelming victory every- 
where to our standard, close the war in glory, in- 
demnify the nation for its expenses, appease the 
manes of the dead, assuage the anguish of their 









labor with more justice, wisdom, vigor, and truth 
to bring about these ends, will have all the feeble 
support that I can give them; but I tell you, Mr. 
President, i tell this Senate, | tell my countrymen 
that whenever they agree to organize and arm the 
slavesthey admit that they cannot conquer the 
rebellion; foreign nations will interpose and recog- 
nize them; you will lose ten times as much sym- 
pathy and support at home as you will gain by 
such an atrocious measure; and the days of this 
crumbling Union of thirty-four States will have 


in irretrievable ruin. 

If this Union cannot be preserved by the white 
man, making him the soldier and the hero of the 
battle for the Union, there are no conditions upon 
which it can be saved. But, sir, it can be rescued 
upon that noble condition; it ought not to be at- 
tempted onany other. If you putarmsin the hands 
of the negroes and make them fee] their power and 
impress them with their former slavery, wrongs, 


to the number of fifty thousand, you will whet 
their fiendish passions, make them the destroying 
scourge of the cotton States, and you will bring 
upon the country acondition of things that will ren- 
der restoration hopeless. There is no necessity for 
it; there can be none. Exhaust the energies, the 
ee and the resources of the white man; at 
east tax them further, and yet further, and when- 
ever the time comes and you demorstrate to slave- 
holding Union men that by the sacrifice of their 
slaves the Union can be restored and the Consti- 
tution can be preserved, and that there shall be but 
one American empire whose arch shall span the 
continent from ocean to ocean, and that sacrifice 
will be unhesitatingly made. 

But there is no such stress upon us. It is an 
inglorious, ignoble, and acowardly admission that 
there is any such stress or necessity as that. Why, 
sir, do you not perceive that the En lishman, the 
Frenchman, aad the Spaniard are already begin- 
ning tocontemn and spitupon you? Yesterday, or 
before this rebellion, the name of American might 
have stood against the world; now itis so poor 
thatnone willevendo it reverence. That contempt 
and degradation of our country, that ignoble im- 





|| press will go on rapidly increasing—yes, sir, it 


surviving friends, give a new dispensation and | 


law for the Constitution bequeathed to us by our 
fathers, bring together and reconstruct the frag- 
ments of a broken Union, increase the production 
of cotton, and restore order, fraternity, and peace 
between the people of the southern and northern 
States. Whatadelusion! It would bring down 
upon the country the reverse of all this. “Whom 
God would destroy, He maketh mad.” Such 
seems to be the condition equally of secessionists 
and abolitionists. 

When we offer _— counsel jn the best spirit of 
patriotism and with the lights of experience and of 
truth, we meet with nothing but taunts and rebuffs 
and denunciations. If we dare to get up and con- 
tend for our constitutional rights im relation to our 
anny and as to the manner in which this war 
should be conducted, we have scorn and oppro- 
brium thrown at us; we are told that we are sym- 
pees with the rebellion, and that no slave- 

clder is or canbe loyal to the Government. Sir, 
this does us grievous wrong. I do not denounce 
gentlemen. | do not quarrel with them. I want 
to have no differences with them. I am no par- 
tisan. I have no party butmy country; no creed 
but the Constitution. Iam struggling for the res- 
toration of the Union and the enforcement of the 
Constitution and the law, and for no other pur- 
poxe under heaven. That policy whith is Best 


will go on irretrievably to its miserable, degrad- 
ing consummation, whenever you agree to call in 
regiments, brigades, divisions, and army corps of 
negroes into the field. I implore you to use the 
negro for no such purpose. Wherever you can 
make him labor, wherever you can make him use- 
ful without putting arms in hishands,employ him; 
there can be no just objection to it. In a particu- 
lar state of the case, where there was a small corps 
or a large corps hard pressed, and there were ne- 
groes about, and they could be made to swab the 
cannon, to load the cannon, or fire guns, and to 
use the cutlass, or any other weapon, in such an 
| emergency, use him; but do not make occasion to 
ro him. Do not organize him asa part of our 
rmy. 
Mr. RICE. Mr. President, I deeply regret that 
| I should have said anything to pain the honorable 
Senator from Kentucky. Whenever I address the 
Senate I endeavor to express my sentiments with 
a due regard to the feelingsand principles of others; 
but I must be permitted to say that the Senator 
has traveled far over this continent to hunt up pre- 
cedents to show the barbarities of the negro. 
regret that he did not confine his remarks to oc- 
eurrences nearer home. I regret that he did not 
expend his eloquence in condemnation of the léad- 
ers of the southern confederacy in arming Indians 
and bringing them into battle at Pea Ridge, where 
they not only committed the most atrocious out- 
rages on the Union troops, but in their frenzied 
madness turned upon the rebels themselves. | 
regret that he did not come down to a Still later 
period, to the last battle near Richmond, where 
the confederates fi':ed the canteens of the privates 
with powder and bad whisky to make them worse 
than fiends. There was a field in which the hon- 
orable Senator could have dilated; there he could 
have used hiseloquence toanadvantage that would 
have awakened every loyal man in the North and 
induced him to spring forth and seize a musket in 
defense of the Union. 
M eee: Will the honorable Senator allow 
me to im one question? 
Mr. RICE. Certainly. 


adapted to these great ends, and those men who | 


been numbered and it will soon topple to its fall | 


and injustice, and arm them, as Hunter promises, | 
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Mr. DAVIS. If the confederates violate the 
usages and customs of civilized warfare, does he 
therefore want our Government and our armies to 
be guilty of the same violation? , 

Mr. RICE. I will answer that question in a 
very few words. Ifa stranger to our present dif- 
ficulties had been here and listened to the remark- 
able speech of the Senator, he woilld have su 
posed that he was an embassador from the south- 
ern contederacy speaking in their behalf. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Minnesota is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. DAVIS. I say to the honorable Senator 
there is nothing that I have said that authorizes 
him to make any such assertion. 

Mr. RICE. The Senator has spoken as though 
the people of the North were warring upon him 
and upon his people. 

Mr. DAVIS. It is not so, Mr. President. 

Mr. GRIMES. I call the Senator to order. 

Mr. DAVIS. Let the gentleman protect him- 
self, sir. 

Mr. GRIMES. 
served. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Minnesota is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. RICE. I have no objections to the Sen- 
ator expending his feelings in any manner he sees 
fit. He will not discompose me nor disconcert 
me in the least. 

















I insist upon order being pre- 


Mr. DAVIS. I hope the Senator will not mis- 
represent me. 
r. RICE. I say the Senator’s whole argu- 


ment has gone to show that we of the North were 
making war upon the border States, upon the 
Union men of the border States, and he has held 
up to us the atrocities that will be committed 
upon his family and upon the families of the Union 
men of the border States. Who is it, sir, that 
has defended the Union men in the border States 
and those pretending to be Union men? It has 
been the North. Our troops were mustered into 
service and sett into the border States at their re- 
quest. They have defended them from the be- 
ginning, and they will do so to the end, and not 
an atrocious act have they committed. They 
have saved their wives and children, they have 
saved their property. Not only have they done 
so heretofore, but they are still ready and willing 
to do it, and will continue to do it to the bitter 
end. 

I want to see the arguments and speeches on this 
question of the war confined to the facts. [am not 
in favor of massing the negroes and putting arms 
into their hands; but I am in favor of employing 
them in this war. If you look at the history of 
it, you will find that three hundred thousand con- 
federate soldiers, admitting man for man to be 
equal, are worth as much as five hundred thousand 
of ours. Why is it so? All the building of roads 
and bridges, all the camp duty, all the menial ser- 
vice among them is performed by the negroes, and 
when a battle is about to take place, the confeder- 
ate army is able to bring every white man into the 
field, fresh and ready for the contest. How is it 
with us? When our Army goes into battle the 
men are fatigued, worn out with building bridges 
and roads and performing other services too nu- 
merous to mention, which the negroes perform in 
the South. Again, inthe North aoe that we 
employ we ; everything we purchase we pa 
for How is itinthe South? Allt atistaieed there 
to support their army is raised by the ete and 
not a dollar is necessary to be paid. The honor- 
able Senator said that the negroes might be useful 
in loading and swabbing and firing cannon. If 
that be the case, may not some of them be useful 
in loading, swabbing, and firing the musket? 

Sir, the question must be met, and it must be 
looked to practically. The Senator says that 
northern men do not look upon it in a practical 
sense. I admit that we have not heretofore, but I 
hope the time has come when we will, and rather 
than be whipped out as we have been recently, I 
would say good bye to the southern confederacy, 
and tell them to take all they wanted, and even 
give them more. They hesitate at nothing. There 
are no means that or the devil has given them 
a they do not use. cae should ae stop and 

iggle at a proposition which is me ing 
out not only the views but the practioss of all na- 


tions from begin of time down to this mo- 
ment? They ha into their service their 
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own men, and they are to-day stripping the south- 
ern States of every white man capable of bearing 
arms for the final contest. They have not discrim- 
inated in favor of the Union man of the North who 
was temporarily residing there. They have drafted 
him into their service and made him fight against 
his brother. They have made no distinction be- 
tween the free negro and the slave, except that in 
the one case they have, by mere word of mouth, 
brought the slave into the service, and in the other 
they have forced the free negro in to fight against 
his will. 

I was much gratified at one remark the Senator 
made, so truthfully and eloquently; and that was 
that if the southern States were successful, it was 
not the end of secession. That I believe. If they 
weresuccessfulin this contest, the northern States, 
the free States, would soon divide: first, the West 
from the East; and eventually mountain range and 
every lake and principal river would form the 
boundary line of some petty principality; and we 
would be helpless among ourselves, in eternal tur- 
moil, a laughing-stock and a disgrace throughout 
the world. Such being the case, [ deem the Union 
is worth saving, and if worth saving, every — 
man should be willing to contribute his last dol- 
lar and his last meal in its defense. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I move that 
the Senate proceed to the consideration of execu- 
tive business. 

Mr. BROWNING. I will ask the Senator if 
he will not give way to a motion to have the 
amendments to this bill printed. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Certainly. 

Mr. BROWNING. I should be glad to have 
the amendments now nae printed. This isa 
very important subject, and we ought to have 
them before us. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved 
that the amendments to this bill be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


On motion of Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts, 
the Senate proceeded to the consideration of exec- 
utive business; and after some time spent therein, 
the doors were reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, July 9, 1862. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain of the Senate, Rev. Byron Sun- 
DERLAND. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


CASE OF JUSTUS McKINSTRY. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of War, transmitting, in com- 
pliance with a resolution of the House, the pro- 
ceedings of the court of inquiry in the case of 
Justus McKinstry; which were laid upon the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 


WHITE ILOUSE HOSPITAL. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, in 
compliance with a resolution of the House, copies 
of letters from Major General George B. McClel- 
lan, of the 22d of June, and E. P. Vollum, med- 
ical inspector, of the 24th of June, in reference to 
the occupation by the troops of the army of the 
Potomac of the White House, Virginia, as a hos- 


pital. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. [ask that the letter of 
General McClellan be read. 

The SPEAKER. It is very long. 

Mr. SHEFFIELD. I object. 

On motion of Mr. WASHBURNE, the papers 
were laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 


DISTRIBUTION OF BOOKS. 


Mr. McPHERSON. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to report back from the Joint 
Committee on the Library, House joint resolution 
No. a ere for the distribution of certain 
books and public documents now in the Depart- 
ment of the Interior, in order that it may be put 


on its ‘ 
CONKLING. I object to that 


Mr. RB 
resolution. 


ESTATE OF LIEUTENANT JOSEPH WHEATON. 
_ Mr. DUELL, from the Committee on Revolu- 


SS 
A 





tionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the || 
estate of Lieutenant Joseph Wheaton, deceased 
which was read a first and second time. 

The bill, which was read, provides that the Sec- 
retary of the Interior shall settle and adjust the 
claim of the administratrix of Lieutenant Joseph | 
Wheaton, deceased, upon principles of equity and 
justice, and pay whatever may be found to be due | 
to her on the part of the Government. 

Mr. DUELL. I ask the Clerk to read a letter 
from the Secretary of the Interior in support of 
this claim. 


The Clerk read, as follows: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Wasuinoton, March 27, 1862. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a 
resolution of the House of Representatives adopted on the 
14th instant, referring to this Department for adjustment the 
claim of Mary A. Berault, administratrix of the late Joseph 
Wheaton. 

Upon an examination of the papers referred to me, I am 
fully satisfied of the justice of this claim, and concur in the 
report of the Committce on Revolutionary Claims in its 
favor. The services of Lieutenant Wheaton were of a 
highly meritorious character, and continued from a time 
anterior to the passage of the act of Congress of October, 
1780, promising half pay for life to those who should serve 
until the end of the war, until the final and successful term- 
ination of the revolutionary struggle. 

The principle upon which the claim is based has been 
recognized and sustained by the Court of Claims in the 
case of Dr. Baird, and the decision of that court has re- 
ceived the sanction of Congress. 

I should not hesitate to adjust and allow the claim, as 
recommended by the resolution of the House of Represent 
atives, if any fund were placed at my disposal from which 
it could be paid ; but no appropriation has been made which 
is applicable to the payment of claims of this character. 

I therefore return the papers, with a recommendation that 
an appropriation be made by Congress for its payment. 

I an, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

CALEB B. SMITH, 
Secretary of the Interior. 


+ i} 


Hon. Gatusna A. Grow, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


Mr.LOVEJOY. There was avery meritorious 
claim similar to this before that committee, and 
I understood, after having considered it, that they 
had come to the conclusion toallow nosuch claims. 
I do not object to this particular case, but I do | 
object to a discrimination in favor of one case 
and against another, although it may be founded 
upon the same condition’ of facts, 

Mr. DUELL. The rule adopted by the com- 
mittee, in the case to which the gentleman refers, 
was upon the recommendation of the Secretary of 
the Interior, who believed that claims of heirs cf 
revolutionary soldiers for pensions due to their an- 
cestors, aol not to be allowed. This case dif- 
fers from the one referred to by the gentleman 
from Illinois. It is for the half pay promised by 
resolution of the Continental Congress of 1780. 
Nearly all such claimants have been already paid 
under different acts of Congress. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. The claim I have referred 
to has equal merit. 

Mr. DUELL. I willsay to the gentleman from 
Illinois, that if the case is of this character, it will | 
not be cut off by the joint resolution passed at this 
session of Congress. It can then be considered 
and passed at any time. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Ido not object to this claim. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third ume, and passed. 

r. DUELL moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved that 
the motion to reconsider be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ADVERSE REPORTS. 


Mr. DUELL, trom the same committee, made 
adverse reports in the following cases; which were 
laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed: 

Petition of the administrator of Richard Wood, 
for allowance of half pay as surgeon’s mate during 
the revolutionary war; 

Petition of Lewis Marnay’s heirs, praying for 
half pay, &c.; and 

Petition of Nathaniel Head’s heirs, praying for 
compensation for property destroyed during the 
revolutionary war. 


DE GROOT CLAIM. 


Mr. DUELL, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a joint resolution regarding the adjust- 
ment of a certain claim therein mentioned; which 
was read a first and second time, and, with the 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed, and 
then recommitted to the same committee. 
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SURVEY OF LANDS IN NEW MEXICO. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Pennsylvania, from the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims, reported back 
House bill No. 511, to amend an act entitled 
**An act to reduce the expenses of the survey and 
sale of the public lands ofthe United States,” ap- 














| proved May 30, 1862, with the recommendation 








that it do pass, with the following substitute: 


That so much of the third section of the act entitled “An 
act to reduce the expenses of the survey and sale of the 


| public lands in the United States,” approved May 30, 1888, 
|| as provides that patents shall not issue for private land 
|, claims until the costs of the survey and platting have been 


paid into the Treasury of the United States by the efaim- 
anis, shall be and the same is hereby repealed, so far as it 
refers to the Territory of New Mexico: Provided, however, 
That this repeal shall not apply to any surveys of any pri- 
vate land claims made prior to their confirmation. 

Seo. 2. And be it further enacted, That tit eighth sec- 
tion of the act aforesaid, transferring the duties of reglater 
and receiver of New Mexico to the surveyor general of that 
Territory, is repealed with the same force as though the 
said eighth section had not become a law. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, 
the third section of the act proposed to be repealed 
by this bill provided that no patent should be is- 
sued unless the patent fees were first paid. Now, 
those who know anything of the private land 
claims in the Territory of New Mexico, know 
that these surveys are as much required by the 
interests of the Government as they are required 
a the interests of the claimants themselves. 

hese claimants received their titles from the Gov- 


|| ernment of Mexico before we acquired jurisdic- 


tion over this territory. Their titles are complete 
and perfect, and these surveys are quite as essen- 
tial to the Government as they are to the claimants. 
It would be almost an act of confiscation, in many 
instances, to require these parties to pay for the 
survey of these lands. We repeal the section 30 
far as it requires owners of confirmed claims to 
pay for these surveys, leaving the owners of un- 
confirmed claims to pay for the survey of those 
lands. 

In nears to the eighth section, proposed to be 
repeale , | willsay that that section devolves cer- 
tain duties of the register and receiver of the Ter- 
ritory of New Mexico upon the surveyor gen- 
eral of that Territory. As the law stood the 
receiver was made the depositary of the public 
funds under the Seaver of the Treasury; but 
the eighth section of the law, which is proposed 
to be repealed, transferred those duties to the sur- 
veyor general. I ask the Clerk to read the letter 
of the Secretary of the Treasury on this subject. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

Treasury Department, June 30, 1862. 

Sir: Your letter, stating that a bill has been introduced 
and referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims, to 
repeal the eighth section of “ An act to reduce the expenses 
of the survey and sale of public lands in the United States,”’ 
and asking my opinion of the bill, has been received, 

The section which the bill proposes to repeal provides 
that, from and after July 1, 1862, *‘ the duties of the regis- 
ter and receiver of New Mexico shall be transferred to and 
devolved upon the surveyor general of that Territory.’ 

Mr. Greiner, the receiver of New Mexico, had been des- 
ignated a depositary of the United States before the passage 
of the act, and large sums have been sent to him as such. ‘To 
change this designation and deposit, at this time, would be 
very inconvenient, if not seriously prejudicial to the pub- 
lic interest. I think, therefore, that, for the present at 
least, the office should be suffered to remain in existence ; 
and f recommend the repeal of the section referred to, and 
the revival of the former provisions with the same force 
and effect as if no legislation, transferring the duties of 
register and receiver to the surveyor general, had taken 
place. 

With great respect, 

Hon. Samvet 8. Buatr, Chairman, fc. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Pennsylvania. A Jarge sum of 
money has been deposited by the Secretary of the 
Treasury with the register and receiver of the Ter- 
ritory of New Mexico. I believe that the troops 


S. P. CHASE. 


| there have not been paid, and if these duties of the 


receiver are devolved upon the surveyor general, 
no payment will be made in a long time to come. 
I understand that all of these facts are within the 
knowledge of the Delegate from the Territory of 
New Mexico. 

Mr. LOW. I do not see why the private land 
claims of New Mexico shall be more considered 
than the private land claims of California. It ie 
proposed here that the Government shall bear the 
expense of the survey of these lands in New Mex- 
ico, while, at the same time, these surveys in Cal- 
ifornia are compelled to be at the expense of the 
claimants. Why is this? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Pennsylvania. I can only speak 
of the bill as it was sent to the committee. It pro- 
vided merely for the repeal of the eighth section 
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so far as the Territory of New Mexico is con- | 
cerned. I understand that there are about one 
thousand private land claims in New Mexico. | 
do not know the condition of the claimants of pri- 
vate fands in California. I presume, if they are 
in the same condition as those in New Mexico, 
that there would be no reason why the law should 
not extend to them. 

Mr. LOW. I have no objection to the bill as 
reported by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, but | 
I certainly can see no reason why there should be | 
any distinction made. If it is applicable at all, it | 
is certainly applicable to all parts of the United || 
States where there are private land claims out- | 
standing. 

Mr. WATTS. So far as land titles in New 
Mexico are concerned, I am familiar with them, || 
as my attention has been particularly directed to 
them. As to tand titles in California, I am not 
able to speak. But I do say this: that whenever 
a Mexican citizen or anybody else has purchased || 
and paid a foreign Government for his land, and || 
received a perfect title to it, the Government of the || 
United States ought not, either in common justice || 
or common honesty, impose any tax or contribu- || 
tion whatever on that citizen for the purpose of } 
perfecting that title. Itis already perfect. You | 
might just as well require the people of New Mex- 
ico to take the coin out of their pockets because | 
it has the Mexican stamp upon it, and send it to i 
the United States Mint to have it recoined. It is | 
an injustice and a wrong that ought not to be per- 
petrated on any people. It is the business of the | 
Government to separate the public lands in that 
Territory from the private lands, and it is for the 
interest of the Government that it should be done. 
W hat better titles do the people of New Mexico 
want to their land than they have? Their titles 
run back to 1680. Their ancestors cultivated these 
lands for years before the Pilgrim Fathers landed 
on the rock of Plymouth; and it would be the 
rankest injustice to say to them that they must 
now perfect their titles. T agree with my friend 
from California, that it is equally unjust to require 
his constituents to pay the expenses of survey. 

i could not in justice to myself or to my con- 
stituents—having drafted a bill to meet the partic- 
ular cage of the people of New Mexico, to be con- 
sidered on its merits—step out of the way for the 
purpose of including California land claims or the 
claims of anybody else. Ihave no doubt the gen- 
tleman is right in his views in regard to California, 
but that is no good reason why this bill should be 
embarrassed with the claims of his constituents. 

Mr. LOW. If the gentleman is not willing to 
include California, | propose then that the pro- 
vision shall be made general, and for that purpose 
I move to amend, by striking out the words “ so 
far as they apply to the Territory of New Mex- 
ico. 
Mr. TRIMBLE. I desire to ask whether this 
bill has been printed ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed that 
it has not been printed. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. This bill, as I under- 
stand it from its reading, proposes to repeal what 
seems to me to be a very wise provision of law, 
that these men who have private land claims shall 
have their claims surveyed at their own expense 
before patents are issued for them. 

The SPEAKER. The bill provides for repeal- 
ing a provision of law passed in May last. 

Mr. NOELL. 1 desire to say in regard to this 
proposition, that the practice has been to order 
these private land claims surveyed before the pat- 
ent issues, at the expense of the Government, and 
without cost to the claimant. The object of this 
vill is to place those claimants in New Mexico 
upon the same footing as those in the States. 1 
know in Missouri the land claims of citizens un- 
der old French grants have always been surveyed 
at the expense of the Government. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. The provision of law 
that the Government shall pay for surveying the 
land claims in Missouri, where the lands in dis- 
nute are in small parcels, may have been very well, 

ut the same reason does notapply to New Mex- 
ere oe claims aerxeare immense amounts 
of land, © not think it is an t hardship 
there to require that the slelamnte abel pay for 


ps of _ — 

r.NOELL. I will say tothe gentleman from 
Illinois, that I fant erstand that the extent 
alters the justice of the practice in 





of the claims 





| retary of the Interior and the report of the Com- 


| erto been paid by the Government of the United 





any way whatever. Before the intervention of the 
United States Eoveenen, the title of these par- 
ties to their lands was perfect. But this Govern- 
ment has established a system under which it is 
incumbent upon them to procure the recognition 
of their title by the United States. Now it seems 
to me, after requiring these parties to establish 
the validity of their claims to the satisfaction of 
the United States, it is hardly just to require that 
they shail incur the further expense of having 
their lands resurveyed. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I desire to ask what 
were the reasons urged for the passage of the law 
which it is now sought to repeal? 

Mr. POTTER. Ifthe gentleman willallow me, 
I will state the reasons why that bill was passed. 
If the gentleman will refer to the report of the Sec- 


| 


| 


missioner of Public Lands, he will learn why Con- 
gress passed the act to which he has referred. It 
is stated there that a very large amount has hith- 


States for the survey of private land claims. The 
bill passed in May provided that in fature when 
these private lands are surveyed by the Govern- 
ment, it shall be at the expense of the claimant. 
This bill repeals that provision of the act of Ma 

last leaving the requirement still that the land shail 


be done at the expense of the Government. 


| 
be surveyed before a patent issues, but that it shall | 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


| 

A message was received from the Senate, by Mr. | 
Forner, their Secretary, notifying the House that || 
the Senate have agreed to the joint resolution of 
the Senate (No. 80) authorizing the State of Min- 
nesota to change the line of certain branch rail- 
roads in said State, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the Senate 
have passed a bill of the House (No. 556) to change 
the place of holding the circuit and district courts 
of the United States for the district of West Ten- 
nessee, without amendment. 

The message further announced that the Senate 
have passed bills of the House of the following 
titles, with amendments; in which he was directed 
to ask the concurrence of the House: 

An act (No. 531) increasing temporarily the 
duties on imports, and for other purposes; and 

Aract (No. 438) to grant pensions. 


PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS—AGAIN. 


Mr. NOELL. I desiré to call the attention of 
the gentleman from Wisconsin to the fact that the 
expense of which he has spoken is incurred for 
the survey of private land claims in California 
and New Mexico which have once been surveyed, 
and their titles have once been perfected, and now 
when the question of their title is reopened by the 
Government, and when after the claim has again 
been perfected, the Government still requires that 
the land shall be resurveyed before the patent can 
issue, the claimant ought not to be burdened with 
the expense. 

I ask the gentleman to remember that the sur- 
veys which are intended to be included in this bill 
oly apply to land the title of which has been con- 
firmed, and that these surveys are needed for the 
protection of the Government for the purpose of 
ascertaining what land is and what is not open for 
public sale. The requirement has therefore been 
made that the resurvey shall take place before the 


— issues. It is not proposed that surveys shall || 


ros this rebellion, they have raised buta very 
i 


e made of lands the private title to which has not 
been confirmed at the expense of the Government. 
It would not be proper that it should be done at 
the expense of the Government; but it is certainly 
unjust to these private claimants to provide that 
after their titles have been confirmed, their lands 
shall be surveyed at their own expense. 

Mr. POTTER. I do not think there is any great 
hardship in requiring those parties holding im- 
mense tracts of land in California and New Mex- 
ice be pay for the expense of surveying their own 


8, 

Mr. BLAIR, of Pennsylvania. The injustice 
of requiring these claimants to pay for their sur- 
veys is obvious, They are the grantees of these 
lands from the Government of Mexico. They 
hold their titles by virtue of grants made by that 
tory from Mexivg iene pertivewere in theenjey- 
tory xico ti in y- 
ment of their lands, having a title Sitehe mien 
was recognized by their own Government as per- 


————_ 


fect and absolute. Butit became necessary, after 
the acquisition of the territory, that the Govern- 
ment should separate the lands held by private 
individuals from the public domain, so that the 
Government might know what portion of the pub- 
lic domain was liable to appropriation for other 
purposes. The Government, therefore, required 
these claimants to bring in their claims, and file 
their titles in the archives of the Government, in 
order that they might be surveyed, and separated 
from the public domain. ' 

Now, sir, this Government has stipulated by 
treaty to guaranty the titles of persons holding 
them under the grants of the Government of Mex- 
ico. It is, therefore, not with us a question of 
what is just, but itis a question of good faith upon 
the part of the Government. We are bound by 
treaty stipulations to see that they are so protected 
in the possession of their lands. Wecannot, there- 
fore, properly subject them to the expenses ot 
surveying their lands. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Is not this a mere ques- 
tion of marking the boundaries of the private 
claims of these parties. Now, if these persons 
want the boundaries of their claims marked, let it 
be done at their own expense. 

Mr. WATTS. These partiesdo not want their 
claims resurveyed, nor their boundaries marked. 
That was ail done one hundredand fifty years ago. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Then what else is re- 
quired? - 

Mr. WATTS. These surveys have been or- 
dered by the Government itself, and I think it is 
but right and proper that the Government shall 
pay for it. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Pennsylvania. The Govern- 
ment has decided that it 1s necessary that these 
lands shall be resurveyed. 

Now, sir, one word as to the necessity of re- 
pealing this provision of the act of May last. The 
Commissioner of the Land Office says the surveys 
were made at the expense of the Government. 
Grant it; but that is no reason why these people 
should pay for it. It is an expense we were sub- 
jected to by reason of our treaty stipulations. The 

nd Office gave no reason and nobody has given 
any reason for making these persons pay the 
expense. 

Mr. POTTER. Will the gentleman state by 
what treaties we are bound to make these surveys? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Pennsylvania. We have the 
treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, and by that we are 
bound to guaranty these titles. 

Mr.CRADLEBAUGH. I understand the ques- 
tion before the House to be simply this: whether 

rivileges shall be extended to the people of New 
Mesias in reference to the survey of the public 
lands; in other words, whether they shall not be 
compelled to pay for the survey of the lands within 
that Territory the same as the people in other Ter- 
ritories pay for the survey of their lands and the 
expense of the entry thereof. 

f that be the proposition made by the gentle- 
man from New Mexico, for one, I am opposed to 
extending to those people there, even if they set- 
tled in that country long before the declaration of 
independence in New Mexico, any favor of that 
kind. My reason is this: if you will look at the 
history of this war, so far as it has been developed 
in New Mexico, you will find that, though t ° 
boast of a population of one hundred thousand, 
and ought to be able to turn out ten thousand 
troops for the defense of the country and for sup- 


mited number. I say, looking at the matter in 
that point of view, what aid and support has*she 
given to the Government of the United States ? 

I know the regular force that has bean placed 
there; and f am acquainted with Colonel Canby, 
and the force under his command; and you will 
find that, when they are organized into regiments, 
they do not stand up like men, like American cit- 
izens, and fight to protect their country and their 
land, If, then, they are this kind of people, they 
are not entitled to this kind of favor, unusual 
— i a sien - — ei 

y this ex to privi- 
which never have been extended to the peo- 
ple of on Senet. You find it 
tions have been made previous Congresses In 
favor of that Territory, for the pu of erecting 
public buildings within that Territory, and these 
a have been offset against the direct 


tax has been assessed against the people of 
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New Mexico. Is that right? We have said the 
people of New Mexico shall be exonerated from 
the paymentof their taxes. Ifthey will not fight for 
the defense of their lands, and will not raise a tax 
for the purpose of carrying on the war, shall we 
extend unusual! benefits ~ na i: for a 
opposed to it. M le evada are not here 
alias such favors of t Government; and I say 
that until the people of New Mexico show them- 
selves worthy of them, they are not-entitled to 
any such favors. If they will not come forward 
and defend their land and the institutions of our 
country, let ws not treat them with such favor, 
and say that we will exonerate them from the pay- 
ment of taxes, we will pay for the survey of their 
jands, and they shall be a privileged class in this 
country. I want to see all communities come for- 
ward and show that they are willing to protect 
the institutions of the country, and then we will 
extend to them all the privileges and benefits of 
the Government in our power. 

Mr. WATTS. The House will indulge me a 
moment or two while I pay my respects to the 
Delegate from Nevada. ad he contented him- 
self with defending is own gallant and glorious 
people and their interests, I should not have felt 
called upon to reply to his remarks. But he has 
seen fit to thrust himself before this House, not 
only as the defender of his own constituents, but 
for the purpose of making an attack upon mine, 
and, permit me to say to him and to the House, 
with as little truth as justice. 

Mr. CRADLEBAUGH. Ido not wish to put 
myself in the wrong, but if I understand the mat- 
ter, these regiments raised in New Mexico by Col- 
onel Canby, ran as fast as they could—— 

Mr. WATTS. They may have run, but the 
gentleman never had courage enough to raise a 

iment in his Territory, and bring it into the 
field to see whether they would run or not. 
[Laughter. 

Mr. CRADLEBAUGH. We have raised a 
thousand troops for this war. 

Mr, WATTS. Let me say to the Delegate from 
Nevada, that his Territory never yet had asoldier 
upon the battle-field. 

Mr. CRADLEBAUGH. We have raised a 
thousand troops for the field; a larger number, in 
propeunan to our population, than any State of the 

nion, 

Mr. WATTS. And I expect they will be as 
likely to run as any other troops, if they ever get 
where the enemy is. [Laughter.] I do not think 
that Providence has made.a special exception in 
favor of Nevada, by which all of courage, all of 
honesty, and all of patriotism is concentrated in 
that little spot. I may be mistaken about this 
matter; and if | am, I will correct my error when- 
ever I discover it, 

So far as the troops of New Mexico are con- 
cerned, it is unnecessary to enter upon any de- 
fense of them. I am willing that they shali stand 
by the public records of the country. There have 
been regiments in New Mexico which have fought 


l appeal to the records of the country to sustain 
my assertion. All troops are liable to be slan- 





| except to present to him the illustration on one of | 





1 will read the eighth section of the treaty to || JUDICIARY SYSTEM. 
evn ora has Tea aN ot is || ‘The first business taken op eee Senate bill (No. 
ar. jenteene now ished in tories pre- || 89) to amend theact of 3d of March, 1837, entitled 

tare within the timite of the United States as defined vy || “A8 Act supplementary to the act entitled ‘An 

the present treaty, shall be free to continue where they now || act to amend the judicial system of the United 

pune Arian SNORE ES Ney the eee yon a ** with the House amendments thereto. 
ning the property w possess in the said ter- r. WILSON, I move that the House insist 
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account to any contribution, tax, or charge whatever.” | ference, 


That is the stipulation of the treaty, I think I || ag WILSON were senile Hin wien 
have now answered, and I trust satisfactorily to |) \ ih the motion was egveed tai aud pons en 
the House the remarks of the gentleman as to the \\ to lay the motion to reconsider on the table 
a ete gee 9nd teas wai en || Mr. WASHBURNE. I do not know how thet 

So far as the otherallusion of the Delegate from | bill has got hefore the House 
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: 2 : sider be not laid on the table, will it not be ino 
| and that the House resol ve itself into the Commit- : rder 


| tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
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dered, There is not a State in the Union which | 


has troops in the field where false and slanderous 
repeats have not been circulated by somebody or 
other who wished to raise a prejudice against 
them. 

But that is not the question here. I do not ask 
for any exclusive privileges for the people of New 
Mexico. Lask for the people of New Mexico the 


same privileges which the gentleman from Nevada | 


asks for the people of his own Territory. 
pose the people of Nevada purchase at $1 25 
an acre a hundred and sixty acres of land,do you 
tax them for the expense of the resurvey of that 
one hundred and sixty acres? The injustice of it 
is obvious to the du and most.stupid mind. 
hese people of New Mexico have already paid 
arn, qengiaretion for their ante received a oe. 
. from e preceding vernment—a 

which we peed pyemine by ae — 

obligation to protect and preserve ; now woul 
and fai them to surrender 


| 


| Kelly, Francis W. Kell Killinger, McKean, Marston 
with as much gallantry as any other troops, and || : ai : ; 


to reconsider the vote asking for a committee of 
aes conference, and to move to postpone the consid- 
Mr. BLAIR, of Pennsylvania. 1 hope the gen- eration of the amendments tll next session? 
peoen _ allow the previous question tobecalled || “~~... sPEAKER. If the motion to reconsider 
rst on this bill. : yy > a 
Mr. OLIN. i think this bill has occupied time |} *2&!! prevail, the bill will be before the House for 
enough. : : 
. | Mr. WASHBURNE. I desire to get it before 
Mr. BLAIR, of Pennsylvania. And therefore |} 1), House for its action. I call for the yeas and 
I want to dispose of itatonce. Itis requisite that nays on the motion to lay on the table the motion 
itahould pasa. .- to reconsider. 
Mr. OLIN. Will it be in order for me to state "The Venn andumenndnene cadena 
now what bill I propose to have taken up? , 
The SPEAKER. The motion is not debat- || igen AYNARD. J ask that the amendments 
able . a 
, | ‘The action of the Senate on the House amend- 
Mr. LOVEJOY demanded tellers. ments was read, The Senate agrees to the third 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Lovesoy and and fifth amendments of the House, disagrees to 
Stage were appointed. the firstand fourth, and to the second, with 
The House divided; and the tellers reported— || 41, amendment that the districts of Ohio, Michi- 
"YS0 ne noen SI. d gan, and Indiana, shall constitute the seventh cir- 
Me HE ATR uf Pocneclenns T " cuit; that the districts of Kentucky, Illinois, and 
sree Baye. he third read; we real re- || Wisconsin shall constitute the eighth circuit, and 
Mat TRIMBLE. °r men 38 h te Bar re I id that the districts of Missouri, lowa, Kansas, and 
jin i table ni Pe RRARR: Ok ARO, PEP. D8..208 Minnesota shall constitute he rine circuit. 
: The question was taken; and it was decided in 
Mr. F. A. CONKLING called for the yeas and the aemetive=oyens 61, nays 45; as follows: 
maze, YEAS—Messrs. William Allen, William J. Allen, Bing- 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 


’ ham, Samuel 8. Blair, Biake, Willian G. Brown, Casey, 

Mr. ALLEN, of Ohio, called for tellers. Chamberlin, Clark, Colfax, Roscoe Conkling, Corning, 

Tellers were not ordered. cari oes Palen, W liom Kelices, Kee rane 

: den, Fouke, Fran aight, William Ke napp, Lan- 

_Mr. BLAIR, of Pennsylvania. I ask that the sing, Law, Lehman, Low, McKnight, Mitciel, Moorhead, 

bill and the letter from the Secretary of the Treas- || Anson P. Morrill, Justin 8. Morrill, Nixon, Odell, Patton, 

ury be again read. Pendleton, Perry, Timothy G. Phelps, Richardson, Riddle, 

"The bill and letter were read Robinson, Sargent, Seger, Shon, eee, Seale 

Sherman, Sloan, John B. Steele, Benjamin F. Thowas, 

Mr. MALLORY. I move that there be a call Trimble, Trowbridge, Van Horn, Voorhees, Wall, Ward, 

of the House. ' 

The motion was agreed to. 












Albert 8. White, Wilson, Windom, and Worcester—6l. 
NAYS—Messrs. pitt Rtg “ad” seins rani many; 
' : . | Beaman, Biddle, Jacob B. Blair, Buffinton, Calvert, Clem- 
The roll was called; and the following =n ents, Cobb, Frederick A. Conkling, Cox, Crisfield, Critten - 
bers failed to answer to their names: den, Dawes, Duell, Ely, Penton, Fisher, Goodwin, Hall, 
Messrs. Baker, Bingham, Francis P. Blair, Campbell, || Harding, Kerrigan, Lazear, Loomis, era Matiory, 
Clements, Conway, Covode, Delano, Delaplaine, Diven, || Maynard, Menzies, Morris, Noell, Nugen, Porter, Sedg 
Edgerton, Franchot, Goodwin, Granger, Grider, Harding, || wick, William G. Steele, Stevens, Stiles, Stratton, Francis 
Harrison, Hickman, Horton, Hutchins, Johnson, Julian, Trompe, Wallace, Washburne, Webster, and Wickliffe— 


May, Noble, Norton, John 8. Phelps, Pomeroy, Price, Ed- || So the motion to reconsider was laid on the 
ward H. Rollins, James 8. Rollins, Segar, Smith, Valiandig- 


ham, Vandever, Van Valkenburgh, Van Wyck, Vibbard, | table. 


ae Whaiey, Chilton A. White, Woodraff, and || ENGINEER CORPS—-COMMISSARY DEPARTMENT. 
right. } 


Mr. DUNN, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported back with amendments a bil! 
(H. R. No. 523) to promote the efficiency of the 

| corps of engineers and of the commissary depart- 
ment. 
| The bill unites into one corps the corps of en- 
| gineers and the corps of topographical engineers, 
to be called the corps of engineers, its organiza- 
| tion to be as follows: one brigadier general, four 
colonels, eight lieutenant colonels, sixteen majors, 
twenty-four captains, twenty-four first lienten- 
ants, twenty-four second Jicutenants, one ser- 
geant major, one quartermaster sergeant, and five 
companies of enlisted men, as provided by law. 
| The relative rank of the officers of the corps shall 
be the same as before the penance of this act. The 
general officer provided for shall be ited by 
selection from the commissioned rs of the 
corps; the other vacancies shall be filled by regu- 
lar promotion of the present officersand by grad- 
uates of the Military on who have hereto- 
by 


One hundred and twenty-nine members having 
answered to their names, 

Mr. BLAIR, of Pennsylvania, moved that all 
further proceedings under the call be dispensed 
with. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. COBB, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as truly enrolled acts of the follow- 
ing titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

An act (S. No. 342) for the establishment of 
certain national arsenals; 

An act (S. No. 352) to carry into effect the 
treaty between the United Statesand her Britannic 
Majesty for the suppression of the African slave 
trade; and 

An act (S. No. 102) to amend an act entitled 
**An act to divide the State of Illinois into two 
judicial districts,”” approved February 13, 1855. 


BUSINESS ON SPEAKER'S TABLE. 


fore been recommended e academic board 
Mr. STEVENS. I move that the House pro- 


for the ore of engineers, to Eraphical engi- 

ceed to the business on the Speaker’s table. neers, or ordnance corps, or who may be recom- 
The motion was agreed to; and the House pro- || mended to the Secretary of War for = aecenet ' 

ceeded to the business on the Speaker’s table. || by a board of engineer officers; and all vacuncies 
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hereafter occurring in the corps of engineers shall 
be filied only by graduates of the Military Acad- 
emy who have been recommended thereto by the 
academic board. 

The second section provides that, during the 
present war, all officers of the corps of engineers 
who have served two years, shall have the rank, 
pay, and emoluments of captain; those who have 
served five years, the rank, pay, and emoluments 
of major; those who have served ten years, the 
rank, pay, and emoluments of lieutenant colonel; 
those who have served twenty years, the rank, 
pay, and emoluments of colonel. 

The third section provid@s that there be added 
to the subsistence doeintanet of the Army, b 
regular promotion therein, one brigadier rable f 
who shall be Commissary General of Subsistence, 
one colonel, one lieutenant colonel, and two ma- 
jors--the colonels and lieutenant colonels to be 
assistants commissary general of subsistence— 
and that vacancies in the above mentioned grades 
shall be filled by regular promotion in said depart- 
ment, 

The first amendment reported from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs was to strike out the 
following section: , 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, during the pres- 
ent war, ali officers of the corps of engineers who have 
served two years, shall have the rank, pay, and emolu- 
nents of captain; those who have served five years, the 
rank, pay, and emoluments of major ; those who have served 
ten years, the rank, pay, and emoluments of lieutenant 
colonel; those who have served twenty years, the rank, 
pay, and emoluments of colonel. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to add the following 
new section: 

And be it further enacted, That there shall be added to the 
ordnance department, two lieutenant colonels, four ma- 
jors, eight captains, eight first lieutenants, and eight second 
lieutenants ; the additional officers herein authorized to be 
appointed by promotion as far as the present officers in 
the ordnance corps will admit, and the rest to be appointed 
by transfers from other corps of the Army, of such gradu- 
ates of the Military Academy as may be recommended by 
the academic staff for that corps, and that there be allowed 
in the office of the chief of ordnance two additional clerks 
of class four. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I desire to know first, what 
number of officers will be allowed to the ordnance 
corps, and second, what increase that will be on 
the number allowed during the Mexican war? 

Mr. DUNN. In reply, 1 ask to have read the 
following letters from the Secretary of War and 
the chief of the Ordnance Bureau. 

The letters were read, as follows: 








War DermartTMeEnt, 
Wasutneton Crry, D, C., June 30, 1862. 

Sir: [ have the honor to transmit a communication from 
Brigadier General Ripley, chief of the Bureau of Ordnance, 
calling “ attention to the necessity of an Increase of the 
number of officers of the ordnance department,” and rec- 
ommending that application be made to Congress for the 
proper legislation to carry it into effect. 

Concurring in the views of the chief of ordnance, as 
expressed in bis letter, I commend them to the favorable 
cousideration of the Committee on Military Affairs of the 
House of Representatives. 

i have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, . EDWIN M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War. 
Hon. F. P. Brain, jr., Chairman Committee on Military 
Affairs, House of Representatives. 


Orpnance Orrice, War DerarTMent 
: Wasuiincton, June 23, 1862. 

Sir: Permit me to call your attention to the necessity of 
an inerease of the number of officers of the ordnance de- 
partment. That necessity arises from the insufficiency of 
the present authorized number for the proper discharge of 
the many duties of the department; and an increase is im- 
pruerey demanded by the interests of the public service. 

have been compelled on many occasions, by the want of 
a sufficient number of ordnance officers, to report my ina- 
bility to comply with applications for the services of such 
officers with troops in the field; although recognizing the 
propriety and importance of such assignments, which I 
would have made to a greater extent had it been possible 
without neglecting more essential and urgent demands for 
their services elsewhere. The duties at the arsenals, and 
the inspection duties under contracts, have been so much 
increased as te require an additional number of officers for 


the proper awd efficient Gocnaemn ot these duties, which 
cannot be omitted or delayed wi serious i to the 
public interests, as well as of those who are to 
futnish supplies. The fortifications 


the ap- 
proaches to the principal cities and nechomneapenere Oey 
armament placed as svon as possible in au condi 
tion, and the services of ordnance officers for that purpose 


‘Taking into on these indispensable duties, the 
increase to meet the wauts of the service will require the 
addition of thirty officers, making the aggregate of 

seventy-five, instead of forty-five as at present. The or- 
ganization on that aggregate should be so arranged as to add 
io the ordnance department two lieutenant colonels, four 
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pape, eight captains, eight first and eight second lieuten- 
an 


I therefore ee suggest and recommend to your 
favorable consideration this addition to the te 
strength of the ordnance department, and request that ap- 
plication may be made to Congress for the proper legislation 
to carry it into effect. The slow promotion in the corps in- 
dicates the propriety of a provision that these additions shall 
be made by regular promotion, as far as the present number 
of officers will admit, and the residue by transfers of gradu- 
ates of the Military Academy belonging to other corps or 
a of the Army, at the discretion of the Secretary 
of War. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES W. RIPLEY, 
Brigadier General, Chief of Ordnance. 

Hon. E. M. Stawron, Secretary of War. 


Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, this bill was re- 
ported on the 24th of last month, and at that time 
I had read and inserted in the Globe a communi- 
cation from committees of the engineer and topo- 
graphical corps, recommending the consolidation 
of these corps, and also a communication from 
General McClellan on the same subject. At that 
time I also had read and published in the Globe 
a communication from the Quartermaster Gen- 
eral’s department recommending the adoption of 
the section now reported relating to his depart- 
ment, and the House has just heard read the com- 
munications in relation to the ordnance corps. 
The committee recommended the striking out of 
the second section of the original bill, in accord- 
ance with what is understood to be the views of 
the Military Committee of the Senate; and as the 
bill is now before this House for its action, I be- 
lieve it is approved by the Military Committee of 
the Senate as well as of the House. 

For one, I have not felt at liberty to disregard 
the recommendations of the several sections of this 
bill, approved as they are by the officers in the 
Army who know the wants of the service and the 
legislation necessary to give proeee efficiency to 
their respective corps. e know that since the 
commencement of this rebellion the duties of all 
branches of the service have been vastly increased, 
and are daily increasing. It is but justice to the 
officers who have been faithfully and laboriously 
engaged in these departments that they should 
have proper promotion, such promotion as they 
would likely have reached had they been on field 
duty. The increased duties require increased 
force in these several departments. I would have 
been glad to have avoided the expense of such in- 
crease if it would have been indeed economical 
to leave these departments without some greater 
force. 

But, sir, the efficiency of the Army in the field 
depends upon the dispatch of business in these 
departments. The business of supplying our ar- 
mies with subsistence, clothing, arms, ammuni- 
tion, and transportation, has to be transacted in 
these departments, and it is of the utmost import- 
ance that such business should be transacted care- 
fully, as well as with dispatch. We all know 
what a constant pressure there is upon the ord- 
nance department for the examination of new in- 
ventions of guns, cannon, and projectiles. The 
inventive genius of the country seems to. be turned 
with great energy and success to improvements 
in this respect. Some of these inventions are no 
doubt of great value, and ought to be promptly 
examined and adopted if found useful. Yet so 
great is the ordinary business of that department 
that it is found almost impossible to detail officers 
to constitute a board to make such examinations 
and report on their value. 


MESSAGE FROM TILE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate by Mr. 
Forney, their Secretary, informing the House that 
the Senate had agreed to the report of the com- 
mittee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the bill of the House making 
further appropriations for sundry civil expenses 
of the Government for the year ending the 30th 
of June, 1863, and additional appropriations for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1862. 


ADDITIONAL FORCE IN THE WAR DEPARTMENT. 


Mr. OLIN. With the permission of the gen- 
Ueman from Indiana, I will submit one or two re- 
marks upon the subject of this bill. All the pro- 
visions of this bill have been respectively approved 
by the commanding general of the army of the 
Potomac, by the various heads of bureaus to which 
they relate, and by the Secretary of War.. 

I wish to call the attention of the House fora 
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moment to the condition of the ordnance depart- 


ment. There were in 1831, thirty-seven commis- 
sioned officers in the ordnance department, and 
the whole number of enlisted men employed by 
that department was three hundred and nineteen. 
The amount of money expended by the Govern- 
ment for that department in that year was a little 
over $800,000. At that period the aggregate num- 
ber of men in the Army was about seven thou- 
sand men. During the Mexican war the number 
of commissioned officers in the employ of that de- 
pone fifty-one; the expenditure of money 

y it was about two million eight hundred and 
thirty-four thousand doliars; and the total force 
of the Army about sixty-four thousand men. That 
was the whole amount during the Mexican war. 

There are now fifty-five commissioned officers 
in the ordnance department, four more than there 
were in 1847. The aggregate number of employés 
and enlisted men is seven thousand and ninety- 
eight; the expenditure of money by that depart- 
ment for the last year has been upwards of forty 
million dollars, and the whole Army reaches about 
five hundred thousand men. 

This bill proposes to promote some of the men 
who are now in that department, and to add some- 
what to the number. And having in my labors 
in connection with the Military Committee of this 
House been brought somewhat in contact with that 
department in the last two years, and more par- 
ticularly within the last year, I wish to say one 
word to the House upon that subject. 

There are certain men there who have held the 
position of captain for more than twenty years, 
who were originally brought into the department 
because of their superior ability evinced in the 
Military School, who still continue to hold the 
a of captain in the regular Army, who still 

old the rank of captain although men far inferior 
in point of ability and in service have been raised 
to the rank of major and brigadier general in the 
service. They would gladly have thrown up their 
commissions or gone into active service, but for 
the fact that the country could not dispense with 
their services here. 

I know of one man, a resident of the State of 
Virginia, whose ee living relative has gone off 
with that State, who has given his entire devotion 
and his services to the cause of our common coun- 
try, and he holds the rank, I believe, of a brevet 
—— in the service. 

know another individual in that department, 
who, if he had been employed by any other Gov- 
ernment than ours, would have received every 
honor that it was possible for a Government to be- 
stow upon him for his distinguished services, and 
I suppose I may name him. | refer to Captain 
Rodman, a man now certainly approaching fift 
years of age, and yet still a captain in the ord- 
nance de nt. I say that any other civilized 
nation than ours would have conferred upon him 
such distinguished consideration as is conferred for 
eminentability and distinguished discoveries in his 
department. 

could name another, now holding the rank of 
captain, who has, within a short period of time, 
disbursed more than four million dollars in the 
manufacture and procurement of ordnance sup- 
plies, who has rendered and settled his accounts 
in every respect, I believe, exactly accurate, ex- 
ceptin regard to one pistol which was lost some- 
where and another found ofa different description. 

Now, the House ought to know, and the coun- 
try ought to know, that these men thus employed 
have had an amount of Jabor thrown upon them 
that the same number of men in no other branch 
of the Government have performed in the last 
twelve months, working daily and nightly, know- 
ing no Sabbaths, no intermission, and no rest. 
Those fifty-one men in all have thus far performed 
all the services that have been demanded of them 
by anemergency of rushing into the field an army 
—not of twelve or fifteen thousand, but an army 
of more than half a million men. They have pro- 
vided for su ing them not with material on 
hand, but with material they have had to create. 

Now, I hope this measure will be passed. It 
is one of as much pressing necessity as any that 
has been before the House; and it certainly must 


for ete Baba im possible inconvenience 
be ) to the service, and detriment 
sustained by the 


b country. 
Mr. DUNN. There may be an i ion in 
this House that the offieers of these s corps 
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are all on duty in the city of Washington. Many 
of them are in the field in the discharge of the du- 
ties of their respective departments with the divis-. 
ions of the Army. Officers of the commissary 
and quartermaster’s departments are stationed in 
our large cities, and other important points, to 
provide the a with subsistence, clothing, and 
other supplies. Ina bill which passed the Senate 
and House yesterday, we provided for promotion 
in the adjutant general’s department, and it is but 
just that like promotion should be granted in the 
other departments. The truth is that the engineer 
and ordnancedepartments secure their officers from 
the cadets who graduate highest in their classes 
at West Point. These officers are the very élite 
of our Military School. Many of the officers in 
the different corps affected by this bill have been 
serving the country for long years, without pro- 
motion, and with very little hope of ever having 
any promotion. The gentleman from New York 
has referred to some of them by name. He men- 
tioned Captain Rodman, of the ordnance corps. 
There is not a more meritorious officer in the whole 

Army, and it is not doing injustice to any other 
officer in the Army to say so. Still, after more 
than twenty years of invaluable service to his 
country, he is but a captain. He is an honor to 
his native State, Indiana, and an honor to his 
country. He is known throughout the world as 
an officer of distinction in his department. He 
has contributed greatly to the improvement and 
efficiency of our ordnance. Shall his country 
grudge to such an officer the increased rank and 
oS a major? 

r. McPHERSON. Mr. Speaker, several 
measures, containing like provisions with this bill, 
have been introduced into this House during the 
present session of Congress, and some have be- 
come laws. I have, therefore, no expectation 
whatever, in anything I may say, of inducing the 

House to modify this proposition, or reject any 
portion of it; yet [ deem it my imperative duty to 
submita few remarks on it before the vote is taken. 
The gentleman from Indiana (Mr. Dunn] urges, 
as an argument in favor of the passage of this bill, 
that we have already increased the rank of the 
officers in the adjutant general’s department. It 
will be thus seen that Congress is likely, by its 
action on this bill, to be hereafter considered as 
committed to future legislation in behalf of other 
corps, which must entail heavy burdens upon the 
Government. The bill which I hold in my hand 
will, if adopted, involve an increased expenditure 
per annum of about one hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars for the engineer, subsistence, ord- 
nance, and quartermaster corps. And, sir, if this 
bill should pass, there is no sort of reason why 
the same sort of promotion should not be extended 
throughout the Army. I desire to suggest to 
members of the House, when they are considering 
this measure, not to take an imperfect and partial 
view of it. Let them remember that the increased 
expenditure will not be confined to this corps, but 
that it willengender increased expenditure in other 
corps of the Army, who will not permit them- 
selves to be left ahenid in this mad race for pro- 
motion, 

It is true that there are a great many deserving 
officers who occupy these bureaus in the city of 
Washington. I acknowledge, with pleasure, that 
they are men of high intellig nee and capacity, 
of thorough training and wide usefulness. But, 
it must also be admitted, that these are the desir- 
able positions of the Army. They are sought 
with the most eager desire, the occupancy of them 
is held out asa prize to West Point graduates. 
The position of officers of the ordnance corps and 
of these other corps, is delightful in comparison 
with that of officers of the line. The duties of 
officers of the ordnance corps are discharged at 
arsenals, near the large cities; and I know very 
well that their positions are envied by the officers 
of the line. 

Mr. OLIN. Does the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania know of a single ordnance officer who would 
not exchange for active field service? 

_ Mr. McPHERSON. It would be an imputa- 
tion upon the patriotism and courage of the offi- 
cers in that corps, if I were to answer the gentle- 
man’s question in the affirmative. Ido not sa 
that those officers prefer their duties to duties in 
the field; but I do say, that for a period extending 

‘many years the positions in those corps 
held to be the most desirable positions 


‘ 


have 
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in the Army. In times of peace they have been 
delightful, and have been most eagerly sought for; 
and if these officers now find their duties burden- 
some, in a time of war, it should only be consid- 
ered, in some sort, compensation for the unusual 
advantages they have heretofore enjoyed. There 
is no weight, therefore, in that suggestion of the 
gentleman from New York. 

I admit that there are many = in these 
departments who are laboring faithfully and who 
are serving the country most usefully. But, Mr. 
Speaker, if you are to base upon that fact an ar- 
gument in favor of the increase of rank and the 
increase of pay of those officers, where will you 
stop? Is there not the same reason for increasing 
the pay and increasing the rank of all the line offi- 
cers, for are not they, as well as the officers of these 
corps, doing everything in their power for the suc- 
cess of our armies, and laboring with fivefold ordi- 
nary assiduity ? Are not their duties onerous, and 
do the, not risk their lives daily for the preser- 
vation of the Government? In this crisis, when 
all are doing so well, if these officers are entitled 
to increase of pay and increase of rank, then also 
are all the officers of the Army, no matter where 
located. If that be an argument for an increase 
of pay, that they are discharging more duties now 
than in times of peace, then every officer of the 
Government, whether military or civil, is entitled 
to an increase of pay; for there is not a man con- 
nected with executive, legislative, or any other 
department of this Government, who has not had 
additional labors devolved upon him by reason of 
the existence of this war. I will not, as 1 have said 
on a former occasion, vote to increase the com- 
pensation of any officer of the Government, solely 
with reference to that fact. 

In July last, Mr. Speaker, we legislated with 
regard to every one of these bureaus. We made 
the Quartermaster General a brigadier general, and 
added one colonel, two lieutenant colonels, four 
majors, and twenty captains to his corps. We 
also provided that captains in the quartermaster’s 
department, who should serve for fourteen years, 
should be promoted to the rank of major. With 
regard to the ordnance corps, (with reference to 
which the gentleman from New York spoke more 
particularly,) we made its chief a brigadier gen- 
eral, and we added other officers. By subsequent 
legislation, we added to the engineer corps two 
lieutenant colonels and four majors; and in an- 
other bill, we added two more lieutenant colonels 
and four more majors. We made these additions 
in those corps in July last, on the recommenda- 
tion of the heads of the different bureaus; and I 
think that it must be conceded that the Congress 
of the United States dealt with them most liberally. 

Ido not see the necessity for the increased legis- 
lation now asked. I have heard read at the Clerk’s 
desk the recommendation of the chief of the ord- 
nance corps, in which he asks this still larger in- 
crease. It is no imputation upon that chief of the 
ordnance corps to say that there has not been a 
time within the last ten years in which the head 
of that bureau, whoever he may at the time have 
been, would not have written precisely such a let- 
ter asking for an increase in that corps. Nor, sir, 
has there been any time within the last ten years 
in whiclf you could not have procured of any of 
these departments letters asking for an increase 
in these different corps, for all of them have al- 
ee thought themselves overworked, underpaid, 
and greatly suffering. There is and has been com- 
petition between them, and they watch with jealous 
vigilance any legislation discriminating in favor 
of either one of them, of which they quickly avail 
themselves to turn to theirown advantage. I may 
state, in proof of that assertion, that the increase 
of force in some of these corps was not asked until 
a similar increase had been provided for other 
corps. It isa fact which must be familiar to all 
who have attempted to understand these matters, 
that there is a great jealousy, or rather that there 
is — rivalry between these corps. Each is care- 
ful that the other shall not receive any advance- 
ment of pay or rank in which it does not share. 
It is human nature, I suppose, and not discredita- 
ble to them that they are actuated by these mo- 
tives. But that will not justify us, who have no 
personal or peculiar interest in the increase of any 
of these corps, in going beyond our duty in order 
to ony the feelings of these officers. ) 

have gaid that the passage of this bill will in- 
volvean increased expenditure of over one hundred 









and fifty thousand dollars perannum. How much 
more increased expenditure will necessarily fol- 
low in its train, Iam not able to calculate. 

_ The gentleman has alluded to his pleasant asso- 
ciations with the members composing these corps. 
{ will say that I have also had pleasant assecia- 
tion with them; and if I were to consult my own 
personal feeling, | would not raise my voice against 
the passage of this bill. Looking, however, to my 
duty as a member of the House, I am compelled 
to say that the bill ought not to be passed in its 
present shape. There are portions for which, if 
separately proposed, Lt would vote; but as we are 
called upon to vote upon it as a whole, I shall be 
compelled to vote against it. The provision in 
regard to the engineer and topographical engineer 
corps is a project that has been agitated at various 
times for ten years past. There is no necessary 
connection between officers of the engineer corps 
and officers of the topographical engineers. Their 
studies are dissimilar, though in some points ap- 
proaching each other; and in practice they are 
essentially different, and present many points of 
antagonism. I know the past experience of the 
Government has been against the passage of such 
a measure, and I doubt very much whether it can 
be considered a proper one even at this time. 

I do not desire to detain the House, for as | 
said before, 1 have no expectation whatever of 
changing the opinion of the House upon this sub- 
ject. Butinasmuch as I would like to have a test 
vote upon this subject, I move to lay the bill on 
the table. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Indiana yield to that motion? 

Mr. DUNN. I do not. 

Mr. McPHERSON. I understood that I had 
the floor, and had the right to make that motion. 

Mr. DUNN. I only yielded to hear what re- 
marks the gentleman deicead to make. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Ifthe gentleman declines 
to yield for that purpose, I will not press the mo- 
tion. There wasanamendment which I very much 
desired to offer, and which the friends of this bili, 
if they pass it, ought to accept; and that is a new 
section providing that the increase of rank, and 
in the number of officers provided in this bill shall 
continue only during the existence of the present 
| rebellion. e had a feature of that kind in the 
bill increasing the medical staff of the Army; and 
it is very clear we will not, after the suppression 
of this rebellion, need this enormous organization 
_at Washington. If you pass the bill in its pres- 
| ent shape, gnd the orgamzation, based upon the 
| provisions of this bill, is once fastened upon the 
Government, you never will be able to reduce the 
number. I now offer a new section as an amend- 


ment, 

Mr. DUNN. Ido not yield for any amend- 
ment to be offered. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania discusses this subject as if the officers 
of the various departments mentioned in this bill 
were sitting in easy chain; in the Government of- 
fices in this city. He is much mistaken. Many 
of them are, as I have said before, with the armies 
in the field, and at other points, discharging most 
important duties in the prosecution of the war. 
He will find, discharging the duties of quarter- 
master at Cincin nati, Captain Dickinson, cemtroll- 
ing millions ofexpenditures, and discharging those 
duties with an industry, efficiency, and fidelity 
highly creditable to him and the service. At St. 
Louis, Memphis, New Orleans, Fortress Monroe, 
Philadelphia, New York, Boston, and other im- 
| portant points, as well as on the staffs of our gen- 
erals in the field, he will find like able and efficient 
officers of those departments detailed for duty. 
And, sir, it is a great credit to these officers in the 
regular Army, and I take great pleasure in saying 
it, that though charged with great pecuniary ex- 

nditures, they have, almost without exception, 
eee so faithful te their trustas even in these days 
of complaints, just and unjust, to eseape even sus- 
picion of dishonesty. I am sorry I cannot make 
this remark without any exception, but there are 
black sheep in nearly every flock. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania says that 
this bill involves an additional expenditure annu- 
ally of more than one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars. I do not know what the increased ex- 
penditure will be, but if the bill will increase the 
efficiency of the at toany considerable degree, 
the expenditure of $ 50,000 is a small considera- 
tion. In the commissary department, it is import- 
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ant that the purchase of provisions should be 
made promptly, and in order to purchase them 
promptly you must havea sufficient number of 
officers upon whom that duty devolves. If your 
Army is to be supplied with ordnance, it is neces- 
sary to have a sufficient number of agents whose 
duty it is to furnish those supplies. What is 
$150,000 compared with the prompt and efficient 
supply of munitions of war and provisions for the 

Army? 

* Thegentleman from Pennsylvania speaks of the 
number of officers we had when this war broke 
out, and of the-increase made in July. Before this 
rebellion raised its bloody head, our Army con- 
sisted of less than twenty thousand men. Now 
we have more than twenty times that number. 
They are scattered over many fields, in many hos- 
pitale, and the duties of the officers are not oon 
increased in proportion to the numbers employed, 
but in proportion to the casualties of the service. 

The gentleman also refers to the fact that we 
shall have to increase the rank of the line officers. 
Officers of the line are willigg to win their promo- 
tion on-the battle-field, and 1f these other officers 


had the same opportunity I presume they would | 


not be so anxious for promotion now, and would 
be content to receive promotion as they merited tt, 
by their deeds upon the fields of conflict. 

Mr. McKNIGHT. I merely desire to say a 
word or two in relation to thegentleman belonging 
to the ordnance department to whom allusion was 
made by the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Qxin] and the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. 
Dunn,] to show to Congress the injustice of the 
present law in relation to a man of that character 
and caliber. This man has, perhaps, rendered as 
much service to the Governmentasany man in the 
Army corps. The man who invented those large 
guns, the Solumbiad, the Rodman gun, the Union 
gun,a man whose name is known widely all over 
the world, who has been complimented by the 
crowned heads of Europe, a man who, were he 
there, would be promoted at once, and, perhaps, 
knighted, that man has for years held merely the 
rank of captain, while those who were fifteen or 
twenty years his juniors in the Army have been 
put over his head. 

in talking with that man last fall, he told me 
that were it not for the duty he owed his country 
im this time of trial and danger, he would have 
felt that he must resign, but he felt that this was 
no time for any patriot to get out of the Army, 
and therefore, though he was humiliated, and felt 
that he should lose his self-respect if he remained 
in the Army under such circumstances, he con- 
sidered that as longas this rebellion lasted his coun- 
try was entitled to his services. 

[ hope there will be a change in the law, so that 
such injustice will no longer be done to meritori- 
ous men in the service—men who, instead of be- 
ing upon the battle-field, have done signal service 
in the improvement of arms and otherwise—a 
change which shall no longer permit of their be- 
ing unnoticed and unrewarded. 

‘Mr. OLIN. ‘1 ask the gentleman from Indiana 
to yield to me a moment. 
r. DUNN. I will. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I have no objection to the 
gentigman yielding the floor, if he does it uncon- 
ditionally. I do object to his holding the floor 
and farming it out at his will. 

Mr. DUNN. I yield to the gentleman from 
New York. 

Mr. OLIN. 1 wish to say a few words in re- 
ply to the most extraordinary speech of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania. ithout stating a 
single fact,and I may say without being possessed 
of a single fact that ought to influence the vote 
upon this question, he undertakes to assert here 
that this measure is unnecessary and improper to 
be passed, and that at any time in the history of 
ho country the chief of any one of the bureaus, 
and besides, the Secretary of War, would—— 

Mr. McPHERSON. I did not say the Secre- 
tary of War. 

Mr. OLIN. Then does the Secretary of War 
know as much about itas you do? 

Mr. McPHERSON. The statement I made in 
reference to the letter of the chief of ordnance, ask- 
ing an increase of his corps, was this: that there 
had not been a time during the last ten years when 
you could not have got letters from the chiefs. of 
those bureaus asking for an increase of their re- 
spective corps, for they always have had an exag- 


gerated idea of their wants and need—the result 
of such constant consideration of themselves as 
generally belongs to bureau organizations. 

Mr. OLIN. I understood that statement, and 
I think it was a statement not very fit to be made 
to this House, unless the gentleman who made 
it can assert some fact, or is in possession of some 
information that authorized him to eay that the 
particular letter of the chief of ordnance wasa let- 
ter thatshould not have been written to the House, 
and that that department did not, in truth, require 
atiy increase of force. The gentleman has un- 
dertaken to show that the Secretary of War, un- 
der whose direet observation all the duties of that 
department are performed, is entirely mistaken, 
is a blockhead, and has sent to the House a rec- 
ommendation which would involve the country 
in an expenditure of thousands of dollars, while 
a volunteer aid, who had served for two months 
on a brigadier general’s staff, ought to know bet- 
ter than the Secretary of War. Sir, | am tired 
of this kind of legislation. Is it pretended that 
in the history of the country the ordnance de- 
partment has been overrun with sinecures, with 
offices, when no duties are to be performed? As I 
stated before, there were in 1837 forty-one commis- 
sioned officers in that department, with an Army 
of seven thousand men, and with an expenditure 
of 900 per annum. There is now an Army 
of five hundred thousand men in the field, and an 
expenditure of $40,000,000 in the ordnance de- 
partment; and the gentleman has found out by 
his two months’ campaigning that it requires no 
more men to supervise an Army of five hundred 
thousand men and an expense of $40,000,000, 
than it did to supervise an Army of seven thou- 
sand men, and an expenditure of $800,000. Now 
itis said, if this measure pass there will be an 
application to inerease the rank of the line. If 
the gentleman had not been so busy in his Phila- 
delphia campaign, he would know that this has 
been already done. Increase the rank of the line! 
What does he mean by that? It is now composed 
of some thirty major generals in the volunteer 
service, four in the regular Army, and as many 
brigadier generals as a man can well enumerate; 
and that number, large as it is, will be increased 
with the exigencies of the service, or whenever 
the three hundred thousand additional men are 
called into the field. 1 am notvery much averse, 
if the House see proper, to limit the promotion in 
the ordnance or any other corps in the Army to 
the period of this rebellion, or perhaps to a year 
afterwards. I have no objection to any such 
measure, because no man can foresee what the 
limit of this will be, or what the state of the coun- 
try will be, at the termination of this war. 

But let me state a fact with regard to the ord- 
nance department, that may be of some service to 
some men in this House. The other day we es- 
tablished three new arsenals. Now these ought to 
be supervised and controlled by officers who know 
something aboutordnance. But the ordnance de- 
partinent have not got a single officer whom they 
can spare for any such purpose. Let me state 
another fact. It is desirable, above everything 
else, in the present state of affairs, that some ten 
or fifteen ordnance officers should be assigned to 
the duty of inspecting ordnance stores, the cannon 
and arms that are being delivered on Government 
contracts. Some six weeks ago Major Thornton 
was assigned to this duty, he being a most accom- 
plished and skillful officer, perhaps one of the 
most so in the ordnance department. All the as- 
sistance that he has to conduct the immense oper- 
ations now being transacted at the West Troy 
and Watervliet arsenals, is one second lieutenant. 
If he went from there a day, the whole operations 
of supplying our Army with fixed ammunition 
wou left to the superintendence of that sec- 
ond lieutenant, a young gentleman of perh 
twenty years of age, who has just graduated att 
Military Academy at West Point. Of course he 
could not do it, and the ordnance department can- 
not new supply a man to perform that duty. Ma- 
jor Thornton is now superintending the opera- 
tions of that vast arsenal, which is supplying 
ammunition to the whole Army, andis there work- 
ing day and night,and for the last six months he 
has stood over that work for more than eighteen 
hours a day on the average. Butit is discovered 
here in the that really there is no necessity 
for this measure. 

Now, there is the same necessity, to some ex- 


tent, for the increase of the engineer corps pro- 
vided for by this bill. I may state a fact which 
has come to my own knowledge, and I presume 
to the knowledge of every member of this House. 
{ do not pretend to criticise the conduct of this 
campaign; but we are all sufficiently informed 
about it to know that one of the most laborious 
duties in it has been the erection of intrenchments, 
and the making of slow approaches. The en- 
gineer corps of the Army fas worked on this 
work day and night, without rest, without inter- 
mission—— 

A Memsper. And without success. 

Mr. OLIN. [do not know how that is. 

Mr. COX. Will the gentleman allow me for 
a moment? 

Mr. OLIN. Certainly. 

Mr. COX. I am entirely satisfied with this bill, 
and especially with that part of it which looks to 
the union between the engineer and topographical 
corps. From information which I have had for 
the om two years, I am satisfied that this union 
ought to be made, and made now. The men con- 
nected with the topographical and engineer corps 
have got more hard service recently and less com- 
pensation than any other officers in the Army, 
with scarcely any opportunity for promotion. I 
have a letter from a friend of mine connected with 
the topographical corps, who has been with the 
army before Richmond, in which he says that 
his corps left Washington with seventeen officers, 
that two are dead, one from wounds, the other 
from over-exertion; that two others are disabled, 
one from wounds, the other from disease con- 
tracted by over-work; and that the thirteen re- 
maining men are performing work which, in any 
European army, would occupy one hundred. [ 
simply state this for the purpose of —s mem- 
bers to do justice to what is, perhaps, the hardest 
worked corps in the Army. As to the other feat- 
ures of the bill, I leave them to gentlemen more 
familiar with them than I am. 

Mr. McPHERSON. By unanimous consent, 
I offer the following as a new section: 

Be it further enacted, That as to the increase of rank and 
the number of officers provided for by this bill, this act shall 


continue only during the continuance of the present rebel- 
lion, and one year thereafter. 


Mr.OLIN. [have no objection, Mr. Speaker, 
to that proposition, but I am not authorized to 
accept it. The Government does not ask it; those 
who understand the matter better than I do, do 
not ask it, but still I do not see any serious objec- 
tion to it. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Mr. Speaker, I feel it due 
to myself, after the gentleman from New York 
has traveled beyond the record in noticing the 
argument which I had the honor to submit to 
the House, that I should have an opportunity for 
saying a word or two in reference to what I con- 
aiden an amproper personal allusion to myself. In 
the discharge of my duty as a member of the 
House, I have examined this bill, and have chosen 
to express my opinion upon it, and if it were fair 
to suspect a bill from the irritability of its friend, 
the gentleman from New York, under fair criti- 
cism, I might naturally suppose that he consid- 
ered this one defective, unfit for examination, and 
therefore unfit for enactment. 

Mr. Speaker, after the adjournment of the special 
session of Congress last summer, |, as many other 
members of the House did, and as all who felt dis- 

sed had aright to do, did—on my own respons- 
ibility, for thedouble purpose of rendering any 
service in my power to the country, and of obtain- 
ing whatever information I could upon military 
matters—connect myself with the military ser- 
vice, upon the staff of a gallant and heroic officer, 
now, unfortunately for himself and the country, 
a prisoner in the hands of the rebels. I was im- 
pelled to this the more, because made painfully 
aware, in the course of that session of Congress, of 
a woeful lack in the House of that military know!- 
edge which is necessary to wise and proper legis- 
lauon. And I ully suggest to the gentle- 
man from New York that, if, instead of returning 
to his home, and contenting himself with the in- 
formation he was able to acquire on military sub- 

ts from the person who happened, for the ime 
ing, to be in command of the arsenal near his 

i » he had chosen to make himself familiar, 
by actual observation aud experience, with the 
organization of the Army and its requirements, 
and brought the information thus acquired to the 
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deliberations of the Military Committee of this 
House, in the preparation of the numerous im- 
ortant bills they have reported to it, he would 
o rendered much substantial service to the 
country. F 
I have no right to quarreh.with the gentleman 
for the course he saw fit to pursue; and I respect- 
fully submit that he has no right to quarrel with 
me for the course I saw fit to pursue. I believe I 
have endeavored to turn to practical use whatever 
knowledge I have acquired upon these subjects; 
and if | may judge of the measures which may 
hereafter emanate from his committee by those 
which have hitherto come from it during the pres- 
entsession, | comthend to the distinguished mem- 
ber from New York and to other distinguished 
members ofthe Military Committee, the usefulness 
of having more actual information as to the organi- 
zation and wants of the Army, than they seem to 
possess; whether they gain it by study in doors or 
practical observation out of doors, it were well it 
was possessed. Had it hitherto been, the bills of 
that committee would have been less open to crit- 
cism, would have been more intelligently matured, 
would have proved less incapable of defense, and 
would less frequently have demanded early repeal 
or modification. I do not desire to te anything 
offensive or disagreeable to any member of this 
House, but | have felt that I could not with self- 
respect do otherwise than repel the insinuation 
made by the gentleman, denying his right to call 
in question the motives of my action here or else- 
where. Q 
Mr. OLIN. One word. I certainly did not in- 
tend to say anything personally offensive to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, nor did I intend to 


matters. | have disavowed that very freely in this 
House on all occasions. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I wish to suggest a sin- 
le amendment. As I understand it, the House 
nave, by unanimous consent, adopted an amend- 

ment that all the officers provided for by this bill 
shall, at the end of the war, go out of office. 

Mr. OLIN. That amendment is pending, It 
has not been adopted. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Well, I suppose the effect 
of the amendment, if adopted, would be that the 
officers for whom it provides promotion would 
necessarily go out of office. 

Mr. OLIN. Oh, no. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Then I suppose they will 
go back to the rank they now hold. 

Mr. OLIN. I think the gentleman is a little 
mistaken. As I understand it, the effect of the 
amendment, if adopted, would be this: the bill cre- 
ates additional offices, which would be vacated at 
the end of the war. The officers for whom the 
bill provides promotion would remain in office, 
but would take the same grade of office they would 
have held if the bill had not passed. In other 
words, the effect of the amendment is to make this 
ordnance department a kind of petrifaction, to end | 
where it begun at the commencement of the war. | 
It would deny to those men the promotion it has | 
given to all others, 





Mr. WICKLIFFE. That being the case, I | 


would suggest an amendment that those officers | 
who are. promoted by this bill retain their rank | 
after the close of the war. 
Mr. McPHERSON. I will suggest that we | 
applied the same provision to the medical bill; and | 
the effect of it, as [ understand it, is this: the offi- | 
cers promoted by this bill will go back to the same 
ae in the regular Army they would have 


retain the same rank they would have acquired in 
the regular line of promotion in the regular Army. 
The same rule has been applied to the officers of 
the regular omar have been detached for vol- 
unteer service. They are to go back to the regular 
service holding the same position to which they 
would have risen in the regular line of promotion 
if they had not been disncked., 

Mr. HOLMAN. I would suggest to the gen- 
Uleman from Pennsylvania that he add to the sec- 
tion he has proposed in substance something like 
this: ‘*exeept, however, the ordinary increase of 
grade by ordinary promotion, independent of the 
provisions of this act.’’ 

Mr. McPHERSON. I think that is implied as 
the section is now worded. 

Mr. HOLMAN. But inasmuch as there will 
certainly be argument against the amendment | 








set up ae special claim to knowledge in military 
| 


| 
eld if the bill had not passed; that is, they will 
| 


based fpon the suggestion of the gentleman from | insert the word “ widowhood,” 80 that the pension shail 
Kentucky, | would suggest that it would be well | be during her widowhood, ahd not during her natural life, 


to guard against the possibility of such a con- || The amendment was concurred in. 


struction. 


ment. 
Mr. CRADLEBAUGH. I desireto submit this 


amendment to the amendment of the gentleman 


from Indiana: * that so far as this bill is concerned 


it shall not apply to the Territory of Utah.” 

Mr. HOLMAN. I cannot accept that amend- 
ment, and so far as I am concerned, I cannot con- 
sent that it shall be adopted. 

Mr. CRADLEBAUGH. [I desire to offer it 
then as an amendment to the amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The amendment is not in 
order, except by unanimous consent. 

Mr. CRADLEBAUGH. I hope! shall be per- 
mitted to offer it. I can show its entire propriety. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that the 
amendment is not in order at this time. 

Mr. DUNN. I call the previous question ~ 
the amendment of the gentleman from Pennsylva- 


nia. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair can hardly see 
how, as the amendment of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania is the last to be voted on, the pre- 
vious question on that will cut off discussion upon 
the others. - 

Mr. DUNN. I than call the previous question 
upon the bill and amendments. 

The previous eore was seconded, and the 
main question ordered tobe put. 

The several amendments reported bydhe Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs were adopted. 

The question recurred on the amendment sub- 
mitted by Mr. McPuerson, as modified on the 
suggestion of Mr. Homan. 

Mr. CRADLEBAUGH. Is itnowin order to 
offer my amendment? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. The previous 
question is still ending. 

Mr. CRADLEBAUGH. I hope I shall be per- 
mitted to offer it. I tell the House that this bill 
ought not to apply to Utah. It che? to the 
veriest set of scoundrels upon the face of the 
earth the President has appointed out there if it 
does, and I have the documents here to prove it. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

The amendment of Mr. McPuerson was 
adopted. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be en- 
grossed, and read a third time; and being en- 
grossed, it was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. DUNN moved the previous questiorton its 
passage. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

= bill was passed. 

Mr. DUNN moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


PERRY E. BROCCHUS. 


Mr. BLAKE. Yesterday I moved to lay upon 
the table the bill for the relief of Perry E. Brocchus, 
which was reported from the Committee, on the 
Judiciary. An examination of the subject since 
then has shown me that I did injustice to this 
claimant; and I therefore now ask to have entered 
the motion to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
was laid upon the table. | propose to call up the 
motion to reconsider, and have it acted on at the 
earliest possible moment. 


TARIFF BILL. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move to take from the 
Speaker’s table the amendments of the Senate to 
the tariff bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. STEVENS. | move that the House non. 
concur in the amendments of the Senate, and that 
it ask for a committee of conference on the dis- 
agreeing votes between the two Houses. 

The motion was agreed to, 


LOUISA ABERT BYRNE. 


TheSPEAKER. The House will now resume 
the consideration of the business upon the Speak- 
er’s table. 

An act (H. R. No. 328) for the relief of Louisa 
Abert Byrne. 

Amendment of the Senate: 

Mtrike out the words, “ natural life,”’ and in lieu thereof 


Mr. McPHERSON. [I will accept the amend- || 














pay, pensions, &¢. 


DISTRIBUTION OF THE BLUE BOOK. 
Joint resolution (H. R. No. 71) providing for 


the distribution of surplus copies of the Blue Book 
| for 1861, among the several bureaus of the Execu- 


tive Departments, 

Amendment of the Senate: ° 
Strike out “Blue Book,” and insert “ Biennial Regis- 
ter. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

COLLECTION OF THE REVENUE. 


An act (H. R, No. 550) further to provide for 
the collection of the revenue upon the northern, 
northeastern, and northwestern frontier, and for 
other purposes. 

Mr. SHEFFIELD. I move that the House 
non-concur in the amendments of the Senate, and 
ask for a committee of conference on the disagree- 
ing votes between the two Houses. I object to 
striking out the third section, which provides for 
abolishing the consular certificates. I have no 
doubt that when the Senate comes to see the rea- 
son for that section, they will consent to its adop- 
tion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SHEFFIELD moved to reconsider the 
vote just taken; and also moved that the motion 
to reconsider be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


PENSION ACT. 


An act (H. R. No. 438) to grant pensions. - 

The SPEAKER. This bill has been returned 
from the Senate with numerous amendments. 

Mr. HOLMAN. After thoseamendments have 
been read by the Clerk, I will move that they be 
concurred in, with one or two exceptions. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I demand the previous 
question. 

Mr. GOODWIN. [intended to move that the 
amendments of the Senate should be referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, but as it is 
the dispositton of the House to consider them at 
this time, I will not inferpose any objection. | 
will merely say that that committee have inform- 
ally examined the amendments of the Senate, 
and that they would recommend a concurrence in 
allofthem. I move that they be concurred in. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I desire to say a word or two 
on these amendments of the Senate. 

The SPEAKER. The previous question has 
been called, and the gentleman can only occupy 
the floor by unanimous consent. ~ 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I will not object, if the gen- 
tleman does not consume more than five minutes. 

Mr. HOLMAN. The gentleman from Ulinois, 
who has talked so incessantly and consumed so 
much of the time of the House on mere abstract 
questions, is the last man in the world who should 
insist upon limiting the debate to five minutes 
upon a proposition so important and so just as 
the one now pending. Perhaps it was to be ex- 
pected that a gentleman who had occupied the 
attention of the House upon questions perfectly 
useless for any good, would object to legitimate 
debate upon a matter of vital importance. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Mr Speaker, this tirade is 
simply contemptible. 

Mr. HOLMAN, The gentleman does not ob- 
ject to long hours and entire days being consumed 
on abstract questions, but he will not listen to ex- 
planations in reference to a bill in which is in- 
volved the bread of the widows and orphans of 
our dead soldiers. I have risen for the purpose 
simply of urzing upon the House a coneurrence 
in the amendments of the Senate, with one or two 
exceptions. And there is one fact which I do net 
wish to be forgotten, and which I hope the House 
will bear constantly in mind: the Senate have — 
stricken out the provision which we inserted fix- 
ing the charges of pension agents at five dollars 
and ten dollars for making applications for back 
1 am very strongly of the 
opinion that that feature of the House bill ought 
to be retained. I think that the class of persons 
especially provided for by thig act ought to be 
oaent' from sharpers; while the class intended 
to be provided for im this bill are the most merito- 
rious class in the Union, they are at the same time 
more liable than any other to be imposed upon by 
sharpers and speculators; and | hope, therefore, 
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that in concurring in the amendments of the Sen- 
ate, we will except the amendments striking out 
the seventh and eighth sections, 

Mr. GOODWIN. I object'to a division of the 
question, — é 

‘The previous at was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. DAWES. I want to call the attention of 
the House to a remarkable thing in this bill. The 
amendment of the Senate, in striking out the pro- 
vision of the House fixing the charges for appli- 
cations for back pay and pensions, proposes to 
open the whole thing to pension agents who are 
now crowding in this city from all quarters, and 
establishing themselves in every street and by- 
way, It is proposed that they shall be left free to 
charge for any services that they may render in 
procuring these pensions, whatever price they 
please. I hope the House will non-concur in that 
amendment of the Senate. It will obliterate the 
feature of the bill which most commends itself to 
my approval. It operates against any set of men 
combining in the country for the purpose of taking 
one half or one quarter of what they can get under 
this pension actas compensation for their services. 
The provision of the House fixes the charges at 
a reasonable rate, and I sincerely trust that the 
House will non-concur in the amendment of the 
Senate striking it out. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Let the gentleman indicate 
the amendments to which he proposes we shall 
non-concur, 

Mr. DAWES. They were indicated by the gen- 
tleman from Indiana. | desire that the House shall 
non-eoncur in the amendments of the Senate, so 
far as they strike out that portion of the bill which 
fixes the charges of pension agents. 

Mr. HOLMAN. My motion is that the amend- 
ments of the Senate be concurred in, excepting 
those striking out the seventh and eighth sections. 

Mr. BLNGHAM. Inasmuch as there seems to 
be some doubt in reference to the amendments of 
the Senate, which ought. to be concurred in, and 
those which ought not to be concurred in. | sug- 
gest that the motion be made that all the amend- 
ments of the Senate be non-concurred in, and that 
a conference be asked with the Senate, in order 
that all these matters may be put right. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I acgept the gentileman’s sug- 
gestion. I withdraw my motion; and I move that 
the amendments of the Senate be non-concurred 
in, and that a committee of conference be asked 
on the disagreeing votes between the two Houses. 

The motion was agreed to. 

PUBLIC DOCUMENTS AT COST. 

A bill (S. No. 336) to provide for the further 
distribution of public documents. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING moved that the bill 
be laid upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was laid upon the 
table; and also moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid upon the table. 

- The latter motion was agreed to. 


SENATORS TO FILL VACANCIES. 


A joint resolution (S. No. 76) relating to the 
compensation of Senators elected or appointed to 
vacancies. 

The resolution was read a first and second time, 
and ordered to a third reading; and was accord- 
read the third time, and passed. 


CONTRACTS WITH TITLE GOVERNMENT. 


The next bill taken from the Speaker’s table, 
was a joint resolution (S. No. 93) in relation to 
contracts with the Government. 

The resolution was read a first and second time, 
ordered to a third reading, and it was accordingly 
read the third time. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Isitin order to move to amend 
that resolution? 

The SPEAKER. Notat this time. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Then I ask unanimous con- 
sent to offer an amendment which shall require 
the publication of the advertisements in relation to 
contracts, to be published alternately, from week 
to week, in the several dailies in this city. 

Mr. CONKLING. Allow me to e a sug- 
gestion to the gentleman from Illinois. It is now 
so late in the session, will we not lose the bill al- 


-together if we allow it to be amended ? 


r. LOVEJOY. I think not. 
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Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. 
better let it go on as it is. 

Mr. HALE. I will suggest an amendment to 
the amendment. It is, that all offices solicited 
during the weck shall be published also. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I must object to 
any amendments. I am satisfied we shall lose the 
bill if we allow them. 

The resolution was then passed. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the resolution was passed ; 
and also soved to lay the motion to reconsider on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


FINES, ETC., IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


The next bill taken from the Speaker’s table, 
was a bill (S. No. 316) to provide for the payment 
of fines and penalties collected by or paid to the 
justices of the peace in the District of Columbia, 
under the acts of Congress approved the 3d and 
5th of August, 1861, and for other purposes. 
The bill was read a first and second time, or- 
dered to a third reading, read the third time, and 
passed. 


I think we had 


WILLIAM A. EVANS. 


The next bill taken from the Speaker’s table, 
was a bill (S. No. 375) for the relief of William 
A. Evans. 

The bill was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 


RELIEF OF INDIANA VOLUNTEERS. 


The next bill taken from the Speaker’s table 
was an act (S. No, 321) for the relief of certain 
companies of Indiana volunteers who lost their 
baggage and other property at Hatteras Inlet. 

The bill was aaa, rst and second time. 

Mr. EDWARDS. I move that the bill be re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. COLFAX. I wish to say a word or two 
in relation to this claim, and then I think the gen- 
tleman from New Hampshire will allow it to pass. 
A large number of the recipients under this bill 
have gone to their last account from the battle 
before Richmond, and justice should be rendered 
to those who survive. One third of that twen- 
tieth regiment of Indiana volunteers are killed or 
wounded. They were sent forty miles from any 
support, to the extremity of Hatteras Island, near 
Roanoke Island, to a place called Chicamacomice. 
They were attacked, and having no transporta- 
tion or artillery, were compelled to retreat to save 
theirlives. They did so, a number of them being 
captered upon their retreat. Their baggage was 
all necessarily left behind. They went in pursu- 
ance of orders, and Jost everything. 

Every one of the items of this claim is verified 
under oath, even those of the smallest amount. 
The papers were before the Senate, and weré ex- 
hibited while the bill was pending in that body. 
There never has been a claim as well substan- 
tiated before Congress. ‘To refer it now is to de- 
feat it for the session. I submit the bill to the 
House with this brief explanation, and the House 
can do with it as it pleases. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. The principle of this 
bill will apply to all soldiers. 

Mr. COLFAX. The gentleman is mistaken, 
because this case rests upon facts entirely excep- 
tional in character. 

Mr. FOUKE. What kind of baggage was lost 
by this regiment? 

Mr. COLFAX. All their personal effects— 
clothes and everything of that kind. 

Mr. EDWARDS. I desire to say I hope l am 
not disposed to deny to the soldiers in the service 
all the consideration that other members of the 
House are, or that they deserve; and I should be 
very glad if it was expedient, and if it was politic, 
for this Government to indemnify every soldier 
for every dollar of property he may lose out of his 
own personal effects. But, sir, I see that, in pass- 
ing this claim, we are opening the door into which 
thousands and thousands are ready to enter; and 
it becomes an important question with us now, at 
the threshold, to determine what principle we will 


adopt in relation to the payment of these losses of 


private property. 

Why, sir, I am reminded just now that, at the 
battle of Port Republic, there were a large number 
of soldiers and officers who lost all their personal 
effects; and within the last three days, from a re- 
eital of the events of the battle before Richmond, 





_sent, referred this bill to the Committee of Claims. 

























































I learn that quite a number of wagons were cut 
off, and taken possession of by the enemy, which 
contained the wearing apparel of the officers and 
soldiers; and one officer said he had not a change 
of clothing left. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. Allow me to say 
one word merely with reference to this very point. 
I desire to inform my frieud from New Hamp- 
shire, that not only am | assured that the state- 
ment he has made iscorrect, but in addition, that 
in the recent battle on the Chickahominy, in re- 
peated instances, the effects of officers and men 
were collected together, with boxes of ammuni- 
tion put under them and combustibles put about 
them, and burned and blown ifito the air, so as to 
be destroyed utterly. And the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, near me, says the surgical imple- 
ments of volunteer surgeons, who went probably 
ether for nothing or for a song, taking with them 
their costly implements, were treated the same 


way. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would state to 
the gentleman from New Hampshire, [Mr. Ep- 
WarRps,] that if objection is made this bill must 
first be considered in a Committee of the Whole, 
as it makes an appropriation. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. I move that it be 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. PORTER. I think it had better be referred 
to a Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER. If there is no objection, it 
will be so referred. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I hope the gentleman will 
consent to have it referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Mr. FENTON. I wish to say to the House 
that there are several cages of this kind now before 
the Committee of Claims, especially claims from 
the officers and men who were in the battle at Port 
Republic, and the Committee of Claims have now 
this whole subject under consideration. They are 
not desirous to have these cases particularly re- 
ferred to them; but they think, under the cireum- 
stances, it may be best that all these claims should 
receive the same destination in order that the same 
rule may be adopted in relation to their payment. 

Mr. PORTER. I think the case of this twentieth 
Indiana regiment is an exceptional one. There 
the Government did not previde any means for 
the transportation of the property of these persons. 
They were sent to Chicamacomico without any 
means of transportation at all. They were over- 
whelmed by numbers, and it was impossible to 
carry away with them their personal effects. | 
can see no reason why this bill should be referred 
to the Committee of Claims. All the items of the 
account are verified by oath, and the facts are 
indisputable. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I move to refer this bill 
to the Committee of Claims; or, if it has been al- 
ready referred toa Committee ofthe Whole House, 
I move to reconsider that vote. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move to lay on the table the 
motion to reconsider. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has not the 
floor for that purpose. The gentleman from Illi- 
nois [Mr. Wasnsurne] has the floor. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Can he retain the floor after 
he has made his motion? 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I will let the gentleman 
from Indiana know when I get through. 

Mr. COLFAX. I raise the question of order 
that the bill being, by the rules, in a Committee of 
the Whole House, it is not in order to move to 
reconsider that reference. 

TheSPEAKER. A motion to reconsider may 
be made on any vote except a vote to adjourn. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I rise toa point of order. 
As I understand, the House, by unanimous con- 


It was then by the gentleman from In- 
diana that it should be referred to a Committee 
of the Whole House, and the Chair stated that, 
there being no objection, it was so referred. My 
point is that I was on the floor attempting to get 
the ear of the S for the purpose of making 
objection, but the Chair announced the reference 
before 1 could ne neers: 
The SPEA - The Chair no objec- 
tion. It is impossible for the Chair to recognize 
every gentleman that is standing on the floor. It 
he did, half the House would be recognized. 
Mr. WASHBURNE. I have the Sor on the 
motion to reconsider. I do not know why this 
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matter should produce any excitement. It is only 
a question in regard to the Po ee of the claims 
of these soldiers. My friend from Indiana cannot 
imagine that I am opposed to that; but the bill 
certainly embraces a principle which a toa 
great many other cases that must come before Con- 
gress. Allusion has been made here to the fact 
that in the swamps of the Chickahominy our sol- 
diers lost a great deal of their baggage. Not five 
minutes ago a young man from my own town, a 
second lieutenant in the regular Army, told me 
that he losteverything but the clothes on his back. 
If this bill is fair in the one case, it is also fair in 
the other. 

Mr. HALE. I ask the gentleman from Illinois 
whether the House did not, a few days ago, pass 
a joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of War 
to furnish extra clothing to all soldiers who had 
lostclothing by the exigencies of war? That would 
bring the Indiana men on a level with the Illinois 
and Pennsylvania and all other soldiers who have 
losttheir clothing. There is, therefore, no neces- 
sity for passing this bill. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. If my friend from Penn- 
sylvania is correct, it is another argument why 
this matter should be referred to the Committee 
of Claims. I now move the previous question 
on the motion to reconsider the reference. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table. 

The motion was not agreed to. 








The previous question was seconded, and the. 


main ys ges ordered; and under its operation 

the reference was reconsidered, and the bill was 

referred to the€ommittee of Claims. 
CALIFORNIA LAND CLAIM. 


The next business taken up was the bill (S. No. 
318) for relief in the land claim in California known 


as the claim of Francisco Soberanes toa tract of 


land known as Saujon de Santa Rita. The bill 
recites that in the district court of the United 
States for the southern district of California, in 
the case of Francisco Soberanes vs. The United 
States, for the rancho lying in the State of Cali- 
fornia known by the name of Saujon de Santa 
Rita, a decree filed on the 9th day of February, 
1858, was entered, confirming to the said Sobe- 
ranes the said tract of Jand known by the name 


of Saujon de Santa Rita; that on the presentation of 


the mandate of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, dismissing the appeal to the Supreme 
Court of the United States in said cause, the said 
decree was made final by a decree of said district 
court, rendered on the Ist day of November, 1860; 
and that the land confirmed as aforesaid lies in 
the northern district of California, as ascertained 
bya final survey of the same; it therefore declares 
the said decrees of the district court of the United 
States for the southern district of California to be 
as valid and effectual as if the same had been ren- 
dered by the district court of the United States 
for the northern district of California. 

The bill was read a first and second time. 

Mr. PHELPS, of California. —I desire that this 
bill shall be passed now. There is not, and can- 
not be, any possible objection to it. I will state 
the circumstances. This ranch or private land 
claim in California was confirmed by the Supreme 
Court, A survey was ordered, and in making the 
survey, it was ascertained that the land lies actu- 
ally in the northern district, and that consequently 
the patent could not issue, nor the return be made. 
This bill is simply to get over the difficulty, and 
let the return be made. The e of this bill 
is recommended by the Secretary of the Interior 
and the Attorney General. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

PAYMASTERS BONDS. 

The next business taken up was Senate bill No. 
380, repealing the law requiring the bonds of pay- 
masters and assistant paymasters to be approved 
by the judge or attorney of the district in which 


a paymaster or assistant paymaster shall re- 
side. 


The bill received its several readings, and was 
passed. 

J. W., A. L., AND W. W. DYER. 

The next business taken up was a bill (S. No. 
338) for the relief of Joseph W. Dyer, Anse! L. 
Dyer, and William W. Dyer. The bill authorizes 

directs the Secretary of the Treasury to pay, 


out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
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appropriated, to Joseph W. Dyer, Ansel L. Dyer, || officer competent by law to take and administer 


and William W. Dyer, the sum of $549 60, being | oaths and affirmations; provided the commission- 


|| for tonnage duties wrongfully exacted from the 


ship Corinthian by the collector of the port of 
New Orleans, in the year 1858. 

Mr. F. A.CONKLING. I object to the con-’ 
sideration of that bill, and move its reference to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. STEVENS, from the committee of confer- 
ence on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the bill making appropriations for the naval 
service for the year ending June 30, 1863, reported 
that the committee, after full and free conference, 
had agreed to recommend that the House recede 
from its disagreement to the second, fourth, 
twenty-ninth, thirty-fourth, forty-second, and 
forty-eighth amendments of the Senate, and agree 
to the same; that the Senate recede from its elev- 
enth, nineteenth, twentieth, twenty-first, twenty- 
fifth, twenty-sixth, thirty-first, forty-first, forty- 
third, and forty-seventh amendments; that the 
Senate recede from jts disagreement to the amend- 
ment of the House to the fourteenth amendment 
of the Senate, and agree to the same; that the 
House recede from its disagreement to the forty- 
sixth amendment of the Senate, and agree to the 
same with an amendment to add the word ‘‘five’’ 
after the word *‘ thirty,’’ in line three; that the 
House recede from its disagreement to so much of 
the Senate’s twenty-second amendment as pro- 
poses to insert the words: 

Provided, The Secretary of the Navy can procure a sat- 
isfactory title to the whole thereof, $65,000. 

And agree to the same with an amendment to 
strike out the words proposed to be inserted, and 
after the word ‘‘dollars,’’ in line twenty-four, to 
insert: 

Provided, That the chief of the Bureau of Docks and 
Yards be, and he is hereby, authorized to purchase that 
portion of Seavey’s Island lying east of the road, for such 


sum as to him may seem reasonable and advantageous to 
the Government. 


Mr. F. A. CONKLING. I wish to inquire of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania what proportion 
of Seavey’s Island lies within the boundaries de- 
scribed in the report of the comniftee. 

Mr. STEVENS. The purchase provided for 
by the House was twenty-seven acres. There is 
a corner running down near the deep water, with 
the road lying on the other side. This is to au- 
thorize the purchase of all on the east side of the 
road, down to deep water. The water above is 
shallow. This takes it down to thirty-one feet. 
It is probably four acres more. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. Thirty-one or thirty- 
two acres in all. 

Mr. STEVENS. Thereabouts. 5 

The report of the committce of conference was 
agreed to. 


EMANCIPATION IN THE DISTRICT. 


The next bill taken from the Speaker’s table 
was an act (S. No. 351) supplementary to the 
** Act for the release of certain persons held to 
service in the District of Columbia,’’ approved 
April 16, 1862. 

he bill provides that the oath or affirmation 
required to verify the statements or petitions an 
writing, filed before the commissioners, of persons 
holding claim to service or labor against persons 
of African descent, freed and nium there- 
from, may, in all cases, where the persons hold- 
ing such claims are infants or minors, be made by 
the guardian or by any other person, whether 
separately or jointly, having the custody, manage- 
ment, or control by law of the person and prop- 
erty of such infants or minors; and thatinall cases 
where the persons holding such claims are non- 
residents of the District of Columbia, or resident 
absentees, the oath or affirmation required may 
be made by the attorney or agent of said non-resi- 
dent or resident absentees, and in all cases in 
which the statements or petitions required of per- 
sons in the military or naval service of the United 
States, shall have been or may be hereafter veri- 
fied before any commander of any military post, 
or of any officer having a separate command of 
any military force in the-field, or before any cap- 
tain, commander, or lieutenant commanding in 
the Navy, the same shall be received and deemed 
valid, to all intents and purposes, as fully as if 
the verification had been or were made before any 























ers shall be satisfied that, at the time of the veri- 

fication aforesaid, the person making the same 
| was employed in the military or naval service of 
| the United States within the jurisdiction of a re- 
| bellious State or Territory, and unable to make 
| the oath or affirmation required before any officer 
| authorized by law to take or administer the same, 
| holding allegiance to the United States.’ 

The second section provides that where no claim 
is made by the owner, the person whose services 
= claimed may file statement setting forth the 

acts, 

The third section directs the clerk to the com- 
missioners to prepare, sign, and deliver certifi- 
cates, as prescribed in the tenth section of the act 
to which this is supplementary, to such person or 
personsas shall file such statements, in al respects 
the same as if such statements were filed by the 
person having ¢laim to their service or labor. 

The fourth section declares that all persons held 
to se:vice or labor under the laws of any State, 
and who at any time since the 16th day of April, 
1862, by the consent of the person to whom such 
service or labor is claimed to be owing, have been 
actually employed within the District of Colum- 
bia, or who shall be hereafter thus employed, free, 
and forever released from such servitude, anything 
in the laws of the United States or of any State to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 

Mr. ASHLEY. The bill before the House is 
supplementary to the act abolishing slavery in 
this District. It allows the claims of persons who 
are minors or who are absent from the city to be 

resented for payment of the services of persons 
Rreld by them as slaves, in accordance with the 
recommendations of the President. It also pro- 
vides that slaves sent here by their mastersTo: 
hire shall be set free, which is simply reénacting 
what has for a long time been the decisions of the 
courts here. 

Mr. CALVERT. I ask the gentleman to yield 
to me fora moment. I desire to move to strike 
out the fourth section, which is not in any sense 
carrying out the provisions of the bill abolishing 
slavery in the District of Columbia, It is simply 
interfering with the rights of slaveholders in the 
other States. I move to strike out that section of 
the bill. 

Mr. ASHLEY.. I must decline to withdraw 
the demand for the previous question to permit 
that amendment to be offered. 

Mr. CALVERT. I hope, then, it will be voted 
d 


own. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. As I understand the read- 
ing of thatsection, ifa man in Montgomery county 
or anywhere in Maryland, sends his negro to mar- 
ket, or into the city to do any business for him, 
he is set free. Now, I desire to hear that section 
read again. I have no objection to freeing those 
sent here for hire, or as laborers, but I do not 
think it is right to set a man’s negro free when he 
sends him heré to market, or to do any matter of 
shopping. 

Mr. ASHLEY. I ask that the section may be 
read. I think the gentleman puts a wrong con- 
struction on it. 

The Clerk again read the section. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I wish to ask the gentleman 
if it applies to a man passing through the eity with 
his family? 

Mr. ASHLEY. I cannotinform the gentleman 
what construction will be placed uponit. Itisa 
Senate bill. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I merely asked for the gen- 
tleman’s construction. I do not think it spies 
to such a case as I have mentioned. 

Mr. ASHLEY. Nor do | think it is liable to 
that construction. : 

Mr. COX. I wish to make a motion to refer 
this bill. ote ; 

TheSPEAKER. Such a motion is notin order 
pending the demand for the previous question. 
Mr. COX. I move then to lay the bill on the 


‘table. 
Mr. CALVERT called for the yeas and nays 
on the motion. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. ai 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 35, nays 67; as follows: 
¥EAS—Mesers. William Allen, Ancona, Baily, Biddle, 


Jacob B. Blair, Calvert, Cabb, Corning, Cox, Cravens, 
trisfield, Dunlap, English, Pouke, Grider, Halt, Hotman, 
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ton, Perry, Richardson, James 8. Rollins, Shiel, John B. 
Steele, Stiles, Francis Thomas, Ward, Webster, Wickliffe, 
and Wood—J5. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Ashley, Baxter, Bing- 
ham, Samue! 8. Blair, Blake, Buffinton, Chamberlin, 
. Clark, Colfax, Frederick A. Contiiog, Sosoce Conkling, 


, Law, Lazear, Mallory, Maynard, Nugen, Pendje- 


Catler, Davis, Dawes, Duell, Dann, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, 
Fenton, Fessenden, Frank, Goodwin, Gurley, Hale, Kelley, 
Francis W. Kellogg, Lehman, Loomis, Lovejoy, Low, 
MePherson, Mitchell, Anson P. Morrill, Justin 8. Morrill, 
Nixon, Patton, Timothy G. Pheips, Pike, Porter, Potter, 
Joba H. Rice, Riddle, Edward H. Rollins, Sargent, Sedg- 
wick, Shanks, Sheffield, Shellabarger, Sherman, Stevens, 
Stratton, Benjamin F. Thomas, Trimble, Trowbridge, Van 
Horn, Verree, Wall, Wallace, Waiton, Washburne, 
Wheeler, Albert 8. White, Wilson, and Windom—67. 


So the bill was not laid on the table. 


Before the vote was announced, 

Mr. MOORHEAD (having been absent when 
his name was called) asked leave to vote. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE objected. 

Mr. MOORHEAD said that, if permitted, he 
would vote ‘* no.” 

Mr. MENZIES (having been absent when his 
name was called) asked permission to record his 
vote in the affirmative. 

Mr. BINGHAM objected. 

Mr. ARNOLD (having also been absent) asked 
leave to record kis vote in the negative. 

Mr. CALVERT objected. 

The vote was announced as above recorded. 

The question recurred on seconding the demand 
for the previous question. 

Mr. CRISFIELD. I desire to offer an amend- 
ment to the fourth section, and, if the House will 
permit me, I will give notice of it. 

Mr. BINGHAM objected. 

Mr. WASHBURNE called for tellers on sec- 
onding the demand for the previous question. 

Tellers were ordered; and Meners. Renta and 
CrisFieLp were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 63, noes 29. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

The main question was ordered to be put. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and 
was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. ASHLEY demanded the previous question 
on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE rose simultaneously and 
claimed the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
demands the previous questidn. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. he gentleman from Ohio 
did notaddress the Chair. I saw the Speaker turn 
his eyes towards the gentleman. They cannot 
shut my eyes. 

The SPEAKER. Thegentleman will suspend 
amoment, The Chair will have read the practice 
of the House. 

The Clerk read from Barclay’s Digest, in sub- 
stance, that the member on whose motion a meas- 
ure is taken up has the right to be recognized at 
every new stage in its consideration. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will there- 
fore see that it was the duty of the Chair to recog- 
nize the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE, Task the Chair if he did 
not hear me address the Chair before the gentle- 
man from Ohio demanded the previous question. 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman from Ohio 
demanded the previous question before the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky addressed the Chair; both, 
however, before the Chair could properly recog- 
nize either. 

Mr. CRISFIELD. I appeal to the gentleman 
to allow me to offer an amendment, and make a 
single statement in reference to it. 

r. ASHLEY. I cannot withdraw the demand 
for the previous question. 

Mr. CRISFIELD. Then I appeal to the gen- 
tleman to withdraw his demaat to allow me to 
submit an amendment, without any debate what- 
ever. 

Mr. ASHLEY. I cannot withdraw the demand. 

Mr. CRISFIELD. Then I hope there is patri- 
otism enough in the House to vote down the de- 
mand. 

TheSPEAKER. The 

Mr. CRISFIELD. I know I am notin order. 

_Mr. WICKLIFFE. If that is the kind of le- 
gislation we are to have, | must decline to vote 
any further. . 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I desire to ask the Chair 

whether, if the demand for the previous question 


ntleman is notin order. 
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were withdrawn, any amendment would now be 
in order to the bill? 

The SPEAKER. It would not. | 

Mr. CRISFIELD. Is the gentleman from Illi- 
nois in order? 

Mr. WASHBURNE., I merely wished to show 
that the gentleman would accomplish nothing by 
insisting upon the demand for the previous ques- 
tion being withdrawn. (Cries of ** Order!’’) 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. RICHARDSON moved that the House 
adjourn; and upon that motion demanded the 
yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 28, nays 69; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. William Allen, Baily, Biddle, Jacob B. 
Blair, Caivert, Clements, Cobb, Corning, Crisfield, Duniap, 
English, Fouke, Grider, Harding, Holman, Knapp, Law, 
Mallory, Maynard, Menzies, Morris, Perry, Richardson, 
James 8. Rollins, John B. Steele, William G. Steele, Stiles, 
and Webster—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Arnold, Ashley, Babbitt, 
Baxter, Bingham, Samuel 8. Blair, Blake, Buffinton,Cham- 
berlin, Colfax, Covode, Cox, Cravens, Cutler, Davis, 
Dawes, Duell, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Fenton, Fessenden, 
Frank, Gooch, Goodwin, Gurley, Julian, Kelley, Francis 
Ww. eoiran: Willian Kellogg, Lazear, Lehman, Loomis, 
Lovejoy, Low, McKnight, McPherson, Mitchell, Moor- 
head, Anson P. Morrill, Justin 8. Morrill, Patton, Timothy 
G. Phelps, Pike, Porter, Potter, Alexander H. Rice, John 
H. Rice, Riddle, Edward H. Roilins, Sargent, Sedgwick, 
Shanks, Shellabarger, Sherman, Stevens, Benjamin F. 
Thomas, Trowbridge, Van Horn, Wall, Wallace, Walton, 
Washburne, Wheeler, Albert 8. White, Wilson, and Win- 
dom—69. 


So the House refused to adjourn. 


The question recurred on the passage of the bill. 
Mr. PENDLETON called cos ey seneee nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 69, nays 36; as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Arnold, Ashley, Babbitt, 

Baxter, Bingham, Samuel 8. Blair, Blake, Buffinton, 
Chamberlin, Clark, Frederick A. Conkling, Roscoe Conk- 
ling, Covode, Cutler, Davis, Duell, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, 
Fenton, Fessenden, Frank, Gooch, Goodwin, Hooper, 
Julian, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, Lehman, Loomis, 
Lovejoy, Low, McKnight, McPherson, Mitchell, Moor- 
head, Anson P. Morrill, Justin 8. Morrill, Patton, Timothy 
G. Phelps, Pike, Porter, Potter, Alexander H. Rice, John 
H. Rice, Riddle, Edward H. Rollins, Sargent, Sedgwick, 
Shanks, Sheffield, Shellabarger, Sherman, Stevens, Ben- 
jamin F. Thomas, Trowbridge, Van Horn, Verree, Wall, 
Wallace, Walton, Washburne, Wheeler, Albert'S. White, 
Wilson, Windom, and Worcester—69. 
NAYS—Messrs. William Allen, Ancona, Baily, Biddle, 
Jacob B. Biair, Clements, Cobb, Corning, Cox, Crisfield, 
Dunlap, English, Fouke, Grider, Harding, Knapp, Law, 
Lazear, Mallory, Maynard, Menzies, Morris, Nugen, Pen- 
dieton, Perry, Richardson, James 8. Rollins, Shiel, John 
B. Steele, William G. Steele, Stiles, Francis Thomas, 
Voorhees, Ward, Webster, and Wood—36. 

So the bill was passed. 

Durjng the vote, 

Mr. GURLEY stated that he had paired with 
Mr. Houman, who would have voted * no.”’ 

Mr. STEELE, of New York, stated that Mr. 
Francnor had paired with Mr. Smita. 

Mr. PENDLETON stated that Mr. Vauuan- 
picHam and Mr. Wuire, of Ohio, were absent 
and paired. 

The vote was announced as above recorded. 

Mr. ASHLEY moved toreconsider the vote by 
which the bill passed; and also moved to lay the 
metion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by Mr. 
Hicker, their Chief Clerk, notifying the House 
that the Senate had passed a bill of the House to 
establish certain post routes, with amendments, 
in which he was instructed to ask the concurrence 
of the House. 

The message further announced that the Senate 
insist on their amendments, disagreed to by the 
House, to the bill increasing temporarily the duties 
on imports, ask a committee of conference on the 
disagreeing votes to the said bill, and have ap- 

inted Mr. Fessenpen, Mr. Srammows, and Mr. 

OWARD, as the committee on their part. 

POST ROADS. 

An act (H. R. No. 392) toestablish certain post 
roads, returned from the Senate with sundr 
amendments, was next taken from the Speaker’s 
table for consideration. 

Mr. BINGHAM moved that the amendments 
of the Senate be concurred in, and on that motion 


he demanded the previous question. 
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Mr. WASHBURNE. This bill provides for 
building bridges across navigable streams, and | 
hope that the previous question will not be sec- 
onded. 

The previous question was seconded; there be- 
ing, on a division—ayes 87, noes 7; and the main 
question was then ordered to be put. 

Mr. WASHBURNE moved to lay the bill upon 
the table. 

The motion was disagreed to; there being, ona 
division—ayes 2, noes 92. 

The amendments of the Senate were then con- 
curred in. 

Mr. COX moved to reconsider the vote by which 
the Senate amendments were cencurred in; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


WILLIAM BAIRD, OF PITTSBURG. 


Mr. ASHLEY. I ask the unanimous consent 


_ of the House to withdraw from the files the papers 


in the case of William Baird, of Pittsburg. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I object, unless copies are 
left with the Clerk. 

And then, on motion of Mr, BAILY, (at five 
o’clock, p. m.,) the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuourspay, July 10, 1862. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Sunpeaianp. 
The Journal of yesterday wasreadand approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of War, commu- 
nicating, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate of the 4th of June, copies of all instructions 
given to commanding generals in pursuance of the 
acts of Congress approved August 6, 1861, setting 
free slaves who have been employed by the con- 
sent of their masters against the Government of 
the United States; which, on motion of Mr. Sum- 
NER, was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 


PETITIONS. 


Mr.GRIMES presented a petition of the Mayor 
and other citizens of Washington city, District of 
Columbia, praying a grant to the Guardian So- 
ciety of that District of the use in perpetuity of ten 
acres of land on the north side of B street south, 
extending from Twelfth to Fourteenth streets west, 
for the purpose of a house of industry and a wid- 
ows’ and orphans’ home; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Mr. FESSENDEN presented a petition of im- 
porters and others interested in the sugar trade, 
praying that no change be made in the duties on 
sugar, and that they remain as now fixed in the 
act of December 24, 1861; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr.SUMNER, from the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. No. 345) for the relief of George B. 
Simpson, reported it without amendment. 

e also, from the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, to whom were referred a resolution of the 
Senate, of the 29th of April, instructing them to 
inquire into the necessity of creating a consul gen- 
eral for the Pacific ports, as recommended by the 
Seeretary of the Treasury and Fifth Auditor in 
their annual reports; a resolution of the Senate of 
the 16th of June, instructing them to inquire into 
the sufficieney of the salary of the consul of the 
United States at Batavia; and a resolution of the 
Senate of the 14th of April, instructing them to in- 
quire into the expediency of iding for the ex- 
change of productions of the United States through 
our ministers and consuls with the Governments 
to which they are accredited, asked to be dis- 
charged from their further consideration; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. TEN EYCK, from the Committee on Com- 
merece, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 
547) changing the name of the steamboat Char- 
lotte Vanderbilt to that of William F. Russell, re- 
ported it without amendment and adversely. 

Mr. CHANDLER, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. 
No. 510) for the relief of James N. Muller, super- 
vising inspector of steamboats for the third super- 
vising district, reported it without amendment. 
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Mr. RICE, from the Committee on Military 


Affairs and the Militia, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. No. 321) to indemnify certain citizens 
of the United States, residing in the State of Del- 
aware, for expenses (aeeieved by them in defense 
of the United States, reported it with an amend- 
ment. 

Mr. COWAN, from the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. No. 486) to authorize a rehearing of 
the application of Daniel Woodbury before the 
Commissioner of Patents for the extension of his 
letters patent for an improvement in horse-power, 
dated August 26, 1846, reported it without amend- 
ment. 

He also, from the Committee on Claims, to 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 278) for 
the relief of Joseph C. G. Kennedy, reported it 
without amendment. 

He also, from the Committee on Patents and the 
Patent Office, to whom was referred the bill (H. 
R. No. 503) to confirm and establish a patent here- 
tofore granted to Itienne Berust, dated July 24, 
1860, and to secure to George Somerville Nor- 
ris, the assignee of said patent, the benefit of the 
full term for which said patent was granted, re- 

orted it without amendment. 

Mr. WILLEY, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the petition of Daniel 
Moriarty, submitted anadverse report; which was 
ordered to be printed. 


. NAVY REGISTER. 
Mr. ANTHONY, from the Committee on 


Printing, to whom was referred a resolution to 
print three thousand copies of the Navy Regis- 
ter, for the use of the Senate, reported it with an 
amendment. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolu- 
tion; and the amendment was agreed to. 

The resolution, as amended, was adopted, as 
follows: 

Resolved, That three thousand copies of the Navy Regis- 
ter be printed for the use of the Senate: Provide’, That the 


same be not printed until it shall have been perfected, or 
as nearly so as practicable. 


ADDITIONAL MAIL ROUTES. 


Mr. COLLAMER. The Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (H. R. No. 553) to establish addi- 
tional post routes, have had the same under con- 
sideration, and instructed me to report it back 
with amendments, and with a recommendation 
that it pass. I desire its present consideration. 
There is no appropriation in it; it consists of 
nothing but provisions for mail routes. 

There being no objection, the bill was consid- 
ered as in Committoe of the Whole. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the amend- 
ments reported by the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

_Mr. COLLAMER. [think it is taking up the 
time of the Senate unnecessarily to read the amend- 
ments. I move that the amendments reported by 
the committee be adopted. Nobody is paying any 
attention to the reading of chive, 4: resume. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. By unanimous 
consent that can be done. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Is there anything else in 
them but new routes? 

Mr. COLLAMER. Nothing. 

The amendments were to. 


Mr. WRIGHT. | offer a little amendment: 


From Freedom, in Owen county, Indiana, by wey of 
— intersecting the present established route at Hau- 
e. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 


and the amendments were concurred in and or- 
dered to be engrosaed, and the bill to be read a 
third time. The bill was read the third time, and 
passed. a bi 

7 & CK, AND, BAMBEY.” ... 9." 

Mr. MER. The Conimittee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred 
ne _— Representatives 














to the joint resolution (S. No. 89) in relation to 
the claim of Carmack & Ramsey, have had the 
same under consideration, and instructed me to 
report it back with a recommendation that theSen- 
ate non-concur in the amendment of the House, 
and ask for a committee of conference thereon. 

The motion was agreed to; and Messrs. Couxa- 
mer, Wane, and Rice were appointed managers 
at the conference on the part of the Senate. 


EXTRA CLOTHING FOR SOLDIERS. 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. The Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs and the Militia, to whem 
was referred the joint resolution (H. R. No. 98) 
authorizing the Secretary of War to furnish extra 
clothing to sick, wounded, and other soldiers, 
have directed me to reportit back without amend- 
ment, and | should like to have it put on its pas- 
sage at once. 

There being no objection, the joint resolution 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to authorize the Secretary of War 
to fernicd extra clothing to all sick, wounded, and 
other soldiers who may have lost the sanae by the 
easualuies of war, under such rulesand regulauons 
as the Department may prescribe, during the ex- 
istence of the present insurrection. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate, 
ce to a third reading, read the third time, and 
passed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
by Mr. Morais, Chief Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed the following bills and joint 
resolutions of the Senate: 

A bill (No. 316) to provide for the payment of 
fines and penalties collected by or paid to justices 
of the peace of the District of Columbia under the 
acts of Congress approved the 3d and 5th of Aug- 
ust, 1861, and for other purposes; 

A bill (No. 318) for relief in the land claim in 
California known as the claim of Francisco Sobe- 
ranes to a tract of land known as Saujon de Santa 
Rita; 

A bill (No. 351) supplementary to the act ** for 
the release of certain persons held to service or 
labor in the District of Columbia,” approved 
April 16, 1862; 

A bill (No. 380) repealing the law requiring 
bonds of paymasters and assistant pay masters to 
be approved by the judge or attorney of the dis- 
trict in which such paymaster or assistant pay- 
master shall reside; 

A joint resolution (S. No. 76) relating to the 
compensation of Senators elected or appointed to 
fill vacancies; and 

A joint resolution (No. 93) in relation to con- 
tracts with the United States. 

The message also announced that the House 
had passed a bill (No. 523) to promote the effi- 
ciency of the corps of engineers, and of the ord- 
nance and quartermaster’s departments, and for 
other purposes; in which it requested the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 

The message further announced that the House 
of Representatives had agreed to the amendments 
of the Senate to the bill of the House (No. 392) 
to establish certain post roads. 


ABSTRACTION OF INDIAN BONDS. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. The Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 
554) relating to trust funds of several Indian tribes 
invested by the Government in certain State bonds 
abstracted from the custody of the late Secretar 
of the Interior, have had the same under consid- 


eration, and instructed me to report it back, with a || “es, 


recommendation that it pass without amendment; 
and I am requested, on behalf of the committee, to 
ask the Senate to put it on its passage now. 

Mr. KING. Let it be read through. 

The Secretary read the bill, which proposes to 
direct the Seeretary-of the Preasury to cause to 
‘be entered upon the proper books of his Depart- 
ment the following credits to Indian tribes: to 
the Delawares, $423 ,990 26; to the lowas, $66,735; 
and to the confederate bands of Kaskaskias, Peo- 
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rias, Piankeshaws,and Weaa, 75, which 
amounts are for and in place o same aniounts 
heretofore invested by the Government under 
treaty stipulations with these tribes in the bonds 


of the States of Missouri, yand North 
Carolina, which were while ia the cushedy 
of Jacob Thompson, late of ihe intexior, 
in whose Department they had been ited for 


safe-keeping. ‘These entries are to be evidence 
that the United States holds the several sume 
named in trust for these tribes respectively, and 
the Treasurer of the United States is to pay them 
respectively, on requisitions by the Secretary of 
the Interior, interest on the sums thus credited, 
at the rate of five per cent. per annum, in semi- 
annual payments; on the Ist days of January and 
July in each year, the first payment to be on the 
Ist day of January, 1863. All interest which 
these tribes may have had in the bonds is to be 
terminated and vested in the United States; and 
any recovery or reclamation of the same, or any 
eer thereof, is to be for the use and benefit of the 

nited States. 

The bil makes an appropriation of $50,066 64, 
for the payment of interest to these tribes on the 
sums invested in the bonds, from the date of the 
last payment of interest to the Jat day of July, 
1862, to wit: the sam of $32,307 91 to the Dela- 
wares, $5,032 23 to the lowas, and $12,726 50 to 
the confederate bands of Kaskaskias, Peorias, 
Piankeshaws, and Weas. The act shall take 
effect and be in force only in relation to such of 
these tribes as shall file with the Secretary of the 
Laterior their assent, in writing, tose much thereof 
as relates to them respectively. — + 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. -Is there any 
objection to the present consideration of this bill ? 
No objection being made, the bill is before the 
Senate as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to @ third geading, was read 
the third time, and passed. 


PHILIP LANSDALE. 


Mr. HALE. The Committee on Naval Affairs, 
to whom were referred the ts in relation to 
the claim of Dr. Philip Lansdale, a surgeon of 
the United States Navy, have had the same under 
consideration, and ingtruct me to report a bill for 
his relief; and also to request that it be put upon 
its passage now, and I will state the ground, A 
bill for his relief passed the House of Represent- 
atives and was sent to the Senate and reported 
against under a migapprehengion. seens that, the 
papers have been referred to the Commitiwe on 
Naval Affairs, and the Secretary of the Navy rec- 
ommends the passage of the bill, in a lever which 
I shall read if it be desired. 

By unanimous co t, the bill (S. No. 390) for 
the relief of Philip Laonisle, carinon of the Uni- 
ted States Navy, was read threetimes, and passed. 
It proposes ty direct the accounting officers of 
the Treasury to pay to Surgeon Philip Lansdale 
$1,255 06, being the difference between the pay 
of a passed assistant surgeon and that uf a sur- 
geon, from April 25, 1859, to February 25, 186], 

uring which time he performed the duties of a 
surgeon on Soard the United States ship John 
Adams, and received only the compensation al- 
lowed by law toa ed assisiant surgeon. 


ORDNANCE CONTRACTS. 
Mr. POWELL submitted the folowing reeo- 


lution: ‘ 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to trans- 
mit to the Senate the report of Joseph Holt and Robert 
area mole 1 ihe Deparment, sa8 thee ae tng 1 

” ne 
the Senate all oe evidence touching the contracts invest\- 
gated by the said commissioners. 
Mr. CHANDLER. Let it te ver. 
Mr. POWELL. I ijn the r who made 
the objection will withdraw it, 
~The PRESIDENT pio tenjidr®: ‘Objedds a we- 


ing made, it lies over. 


WILLIAM PATTON. 
Mr.COWAN. | offer the following resolution: 
Resolved, That in view of the long and faiuitu! service 
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of William Patton as principal engrossing clerk of the Sen- 
ate, bis salary be continued to him from the Ist of Novem- 
ber to the end of the fiscal year tc“ ninating on the 30th of | 
last month. 

I should be glad to have action on the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
been serving. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
under the rules. 


COMMERCE OF TILE PACIFIC STATES. 
Mr. McDOUGALL. I offer a resolution: 


Resotved, That the President be requested to have pre- 


commerce of the States of California and Oregon, and 


I object to it, if he has not 


pared a full report of the foreign and domestic trade and | 


Washington Territory, to be submitted at the next session 
of Congress for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. HALE, I want to inquire if that does not 
appear by the annual report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury on the trade and commerce atid nav- 
igation of this country. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. It does not. 

Mr. MORRILL. I should like to have the res- 
olution laid over unfil to-morrow morning. I wish 
to look at it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It willlie over. | 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. COWAN asked, and by unanimous con- 


i the land agent that the parties are incompetent to 


| make such deeds of release to the whole of the 


It lies over || 
| 
| 


lands, then they are to be entitled to receive a pro 
| rata ouly of the compensation provided in this act 
| fur so much thereof as they shall convey. 
| The Secretary is also required to pay to Edmund 
Monroe and Benjamin Sewall, of Boston, in the 
| State of Massachusetts, the sum of $13,540, in the 
proportion of three fourths thereof to the former 
| and one fourth to the Jatter, in full compensation 
| for three thousand three hundred and eighty-five 
| acreSofland, including the timber previously taken 
| therefrom, in the western half of Plymouth town- 
| ship, so cailed, in the State of Maine, and the 
sum of $6,768 to Rufus Mansur, of Houlton, 
Maine, and James A. Drew, of Chelsea, Massa- 
chusetts, in full compensation for sixteen hundred 
and ninety-two acres of land, including the tim- 
ber previously taken therefrom, in the eastern half 
of the township, to which the parties severally 
lost title by the operation of the fourth article of 
the treaty; but the regulations, restrictions, and 
provisions contained in the provisoes to the first 
section of this bill are to be made, to all intents 
and purposes, applicable to this section. 
| The Secretary of the Treasury is also directed 
| to pay to Laura A. Stebbins, of Bangor, Maine, 
| and Catherine C. Ward, of Dorchester, Massa- 


sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 389) || chusetts, the sum of $6,647; and to Edmund Mon- 


supplementary to an actentitled ‘*An act to amend 
the several acts respecting copyriglits,”’ approved 
February 3, 1831, which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Patents and 
the Patent Office. 

Mr. ANTHONY asked, and by unanimouscon- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 391) 
to define the number of major generals and brig- 
adier generals in the military service; which was 
read twice by, its title. 

Mr. KING. | ask that that bill be read through. 

Mr. ANTHONY. If the Senator will allow 
me, | will state the object of the bill in two or 
three words. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


ject to discresion. 


It is not sub- 





Mr. KING. Let it be read. 
less time. 

The bill was referred to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs and the Militia. 


LAND CLAIMS UNDER THE ASHBURTON TREATY. 
Mr. CLARK. I move that the Senate now 


proceed to the consideration of the bill I have 
mentioned-—House bill No. 399, to provide for the 
quieting of certain land titles in the late disputed 
territory in the State of Maine, and for other pur- 
poses. Itisa bill which has passed the Senate 
two or three times, and I think it will not take 
much time. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate; as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. It directs the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay to Laura A. Stebbins, of Bangor, in the 
State of Maine; Catherine C. Ward, of Roxbury, 
in the State of Massachusetts; Rufus Mansur, of 
Houlton, in the State of Maine; and James A. 
Drew, of Chelsea, in the State of Massachusetts, 
the sum of $3,353 each, being in all the sum of 
$13,422, in full compensation for three thousand 
three hundred and fifty-three acres of land, in- 
eluding the-timber previously taken therefrom, in 
the half township in the State of Maine granted 
by the State of Massachusetts to the late General 

ton, and called thé Eaton grant, so which those 
parties lost title by the operation of the fourth 
article of the treaty of 9th August, 1842, * to set- 
tle and define the boundary between the United 
States and the possessions of her Britannic Ma- 
jesty in North America;’’ but the parties are to 
execute deeds of releage to the parties holding 
*' possessory”’ or ** equitable possessory claims”’ 
to the three thousand three hundred and fifty-three 
acres of land, or any portion thereof, as described 
in the reports made to the Governor and Council 
of Maine by Ebenezer Hutchinson and others, 
commissioners under a resolution passed by the 
hegisiatgre of the State on the 12:h of April, 1854, 
and the plan of surveysaccompan ying the reports, 
and of record in the land office of the State. It is 
also to appear to the satisfaction of the land agent 
of the State of Maine that such deeds of release, 
do effectually convey a good title to the lands, 
except so far as the titles have been affected by 
the operation of the treaty, If it shall appear to 


That will take 





roe and Benjamin Sewall, of the city 6f Boston, 
in Massachusetts, the sum of $7,635, in the pro- 
portion of three fourths of the same to Monroe, 
and one fourth to Sewall; and to James A. Drew, 
of Chelsea, Massachusetts, and Rufus Mansur, 
of Houlton, Maine, the sum of $9,328; those sev- 
/eral sums being in full compensation, at the rate 
| of one dollar per acre, for timber taken from lands 
owned by them respectively, and located in the 
| Eaton grant and Plymouth township, (so called,) 
| inthe State of Maine, and within the district rec- 
| ognized as the ** disputed territory,’’ and which 
| umber was taken off and lost to the proprietors in 

consequence of the diplomatic arrangement en- 
| tered into between the United States and Great 
| Britain in 1832, by which both parties agreed to 

abstain from the exercise of jurisdiction tn the ter- 
| ritory; but the payments authorized and required 
| by this act may be made, in whole or in part, at 
the option of the Secretary of the Treasury, in 


| any of the bonds of the United States, bearing in- 


terest at the rate of six percent. perannum, which 
have been or may hercafier be authorized by law 
to be issued, 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The Chair will 


| suggest that in the second section, where the term 


“Secretary "’ stands alone, probably by inadvert- 
ence of the printer, the words *‘ of the Treasury”’ 
have been omitted; and they will be supplied, so 
that it will read ‘* Secretary of the Treasury,” 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment. 





Mr. FOSTER. This bill appropriates a pretty 


large amount of money. I| had occasion ata for- 


| mer time to look at some portion of these claims, 
| and although J am not familiar with it, yet Lcon- 


fess 1 have not been very thuroughly persuaded 
that the whole claim ought to pass. It appro- 
priates, | think, between thirty and forty thou- 
sand dollars. 

Mr. CLARK. More than that—$57,500. The 


| bill has been before the Senate a number of years 
| at different times, has been examined by 0 great 
| many committees aud always favorably reported 


upon, and has been several times passed; and the 
Senate once appointed a commissioner to go into 
the State of Maine and make a thorough examin- 
ation of it. The commissioner did so; and the 
evidence is before the Senate, and has been for 
years. | think there can be no question in regard 
to it. 

Mr. FOSTER. It seems there has been a ques- 
tion heretofore, for the claim has not been paid. 

Mr. CLARK. The bill failed in the House of 
Representatives for want of time. 

Mr. FOSTER. It is very certain the parties 
have not had the relief which they have asked for. 
A portion of these claimants derive their titles by 
purchase made years after the questions that are 
now decided, it is said, deprived them of their 
rights. There were persons on certain lands in. 
the State of Maine, or what was considered to be 
in the State of Maine, in possession at the time of 
the treaty between Great Britain and the United 
States, and in consequence of the treaty the lands 


en 


went into the British possessions, and there was 
a question as between those who were on the lands, 
claiming by a possessory title, and those who 
claimed by a proprietary Utle, and the treaty gave 
the preference to those who had the possessory 
tile. Afterwards, persons bought of the proprie- 
tors a portion of their titles to some of these prem- 
ises and prosecuted their claims here, purchasing 
the titles of the proprietors some ten years or more 
after the treaty, and in that way deriving their 
tides. Now, it may be all right, but I confess that 
I should feel different toward persons who had 
been deprived by the action of the Government 
of their property, and who prosecuted their claims 
against the Government in the proper mode, from 
what I should feel toward those who came in and 
purchased a title knowing that there was a cloud 
over it, a difficulty about it, and then came to 
Congress and prosecuted a claim which they had 
thus bought. 

Mr. CLARK. Everybody who has read the 
report knows that the question arises under the 
fourth article of the treaty of 1842, by which cer- 
tain lands which had been in the possession of 
certain individuals for six years were transferred 
from their rightful owners to the persons in pos- 
session. 1 cannot say that the Senator from Con- 
necticut may not be right in some one or two in- 
stances; I have no knowledge on that subject; and 
I do not know but that some people who were poor 
and who had gotto beaged transferred their claims, 
but I know that the persons who sold to them, if 
there were any such cases, had a valid claim which 
the Senate proposes now to recognize. Some of 
the people who are now claiming are very aged 
people, and very poor people, and desire that this 
remuncration should be made to them. The whole 
matter has been carefully examined by different 
committees of the Senate. 

Mr. FOSTER. The Senator from New Hamp- 
shire is mistaken as it regards the fact that some 
of the persons who sold were poor; they were very 
| wealthy. 

Mr. CLARK. Some were undoubtedly, but 
some were poor. 

Mr. FOSTER. Those who boughtmight have 
been poor, and bought to make money, and pros- 
ecuted their claim here, perhaps, to make money; 
but the persons who sold were abundantly com- 
petent to prosecute them. It was not necessary 
for them to sell because they were not able to pros- 
ecute their claim against the Government, if they 
had a good one. 

Mr. CLARK. Ido not know, and of course 
cannot state, the personal condition and responsi- 
bility of many of these people. I do not under- 
take to state it. If the ret were as stated by the 
Senator from Connecticut, it would not impugn the 
validity of the claim. If aperson chooses to part 
with a claim and another person chooses to buy it, 
if the claim is a good claim, I do not understand 
that to be a valid objection why it should not be 
paid, but Ido not know that there is any such 
case; it has not come to the knowledge of the com- 
mittee that there are any such cases; and the claim 
has been so thoroughly examined that I do not 
think it calls for further discussion at the present 
time. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading, was 
read the third time, and passed. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. HALE. In the report of the committee of 
conference en the naval appropriation bill, which 
I submitted yesterday, a verbal error has been 
discovered, which was made by the clerk in draw- 
ing up the report. I move that the report be re- 
committed for the correction of the error. 

The motion was agreed to. 

A message was subsequently received from the 
House of Representatives, by Mr. Morais, its 
Chief Clerk, annovneing that the House had 
agreed to the report of the committee of confer- 
ence on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the bill (H. R. No. 423) making appropria- 
tions for the naval service for the year ending 
June 30, 1863. 

Mr. HALE. I hope the Senate will now take 
up that report and concur in it, It is the same 
one that I presented yesterday, and explained to 
the Senate. I move that the Senate concur with 
the House in the adoption of the report of the com- 
mittee of conference, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Fosrer 
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in the chair.) By unanimous consent the report 
ean be taken up. The Chair hears no objection. 
The report will be read. 

Mr. HALE. It was read yesterday. The bill 


is now here. I have no objection to its being read 
in. 


The Secretary read the report, as follow: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses to the bill (HU. R. No. 423) making appro- 
priations for the naval service for the year ending June 30, 
1863, have met, and after full and free conference have 
agreed to recommend, and do recommend, to their respect- 
tve Houses, as follows: 

‘That the House recede from their disagreement to the 
Senate’s second, fourth, twenty-ninth, forty-second, and 
forty-eighth amendments, and agree to the same. 

That the Senate recede from their eleventh, nineteenth 
twentieth, twenty-first, twenty-filth, twenty-sixth, thirty- 
first, thirty-fourth, forty-first, forty-third, and forty seventh 
amendments. 

That the Senate recede from their disagreement to the- 
amendment of the House to their fourteenth amendment, 
and agree to the same. 

That the House recede from their disagreement to the 
Senate’s forty-sixtn amendment, and agree to the same, 
with an amendment, as follows: after the word * thirty,”’ 
in line three of said amendment, add the word * five.” 

That the House recede from their disagreement to so 
much of the Senate’s twenty-second amendment as pro- 
»oses to insert the words, ** Provided, The Secretary of the 

avy can procure a satisfactory title to the whole thereof, 
sixty-five thousand,” and agree to the same, with the fol- 
lowing amendment: strike out the words proposed to be in- 
serted, and after the word ‘dollars,’ in line twenty-four, 
insert, ** Provided, That the chief of the Bureau of Yards 
and Docks be, and he is hereby, authorized to purchase that 
portion of Seavey’s Island lying west of the road, for such 
sum as to him may seem reasonable and advantageous to 
the Governinent.”’ 

That the Senate recede from so much of their twenty- 
second amendment as proposes to strike out the words 
fourteen thousand five hundred.’ 

JOIN P. UALE, 
JAMES W. GRIMES, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 

THADDEOS STEVENS, 
C. B. SEDGWICK, 
Managers on the part of the House. 


I dissent from this report. 
E. B. WASHBURNE. 
The report was concurred in. 


ARMY OF THE POTOMAC. 


Mr. CHANDLER. I move now that the Sen- 
ate proceed to the consideration of the resolution 
of inquiry offered by me a few days ago. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following resolution, sub- 
mitted by Mr. Caanpier on the 7th instant: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to fur- 
nish, for the use of the Seuate, all orders of the Executive 
to Major General George B. McClellan, relative to the ad- 
vance of the army of the Potomac upon Richmond, and all 
correspondence between the said General George B. Me- 
Clellan and the Executive, from the date of the President’s 
order to the said General McClellan to advance upon Ma- 
nassas on the 22d of February, 1862, and the lst day of May, 
1862; likewise the numerical force of the army of the Po- 
tomac, as shown by the morning rolls on the Ist days of 
November and December, 1861, and January, February, 
and March, 1862; the number of troops which General Mc- | 
Ciellan took to Fortress Monroe, the number at Fortress | 
Monroe, and the number of reinforcements supplied him up | 

| 
| 
| 





to-and including the 25th day of June, 1862. 


Mr. CHANDLER. I move to amend the res- 
olution in various particulars, so as to make it read 
as follows: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to furnish, for the use of the Senate, all orders of | 
the Executive to Major General George 8. McClellan rela- | 
tive to the advance of the army of the Potomac upon Ricb- 
mond, and all correspondence between the said General 
George B. McClellan and the Executive, not inconsistent 
with the public interests, from the date of the President’s 
General Order No. 1, January 27, 1862, and the Ist day of 
May, 1862; likewise the numerical foree of the army of the 
Potomac, as shown by the morning rolls on the Ist days of 


November and December, 1861, and January, February, 
and March, 1862; the number of troops which General Mc- 
| 


OClellan took to Fortress Monroe,the number at Fortress 
Monroe, and the number of reinforcements supplied him up 
to and including the 25th day of June, 1862. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolu- 
tion will be modified escoeenae the suggestions 
of the Senator from Michigan, 
to modify it. 

Mr. RICE. I would suggest that the resolu- 
tion be so amended as to include not only the cor- 
respondence of the Executive, but of the War 
Department also. . 

Mr. CHANDLER. [am perfectly willing to 
put that in, though the term “‘ executive’’ covers 
the War Department, I think. 

Mr. RICE. And where it says the ‘* Ist day of 
- . I should like to have inserted the “¢ Ist day 

Mr CHANDLER. I accept that amendment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolution 


e having the right 











will be so modified. Itiscompetent for the mover 
of the resolution to modify it before the Senate 
takes action on it. 

Mr.CHANDLER. Iam prepared to discuss 
the resolution, but 1 do not wish to take time if 
there is no objection to it. 

Mr. WRIGHT. [ask for the yeas and nays 
on the passage of the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. WRIGHT. Mr. President, when the res- 
olution of the Senator from Michigan was read 
the other day, I could not refrain an expression 
of surprise that in the midst of such a crisis as 
the present—a crisis which affects and concerns 
all the people of this continent and threatens to 
involve the civilized Governments and people of 
the Old World—that an inquiry should be set on 
foot, the result, 1 will notsay the object of which 
must be to divide the friends of the Union and to 
unite the enemies of the Union. But, Mr. Pres- 
ident, when later in the day the same Senator in 
the course of a debate upon another subject, pro- 
ceeded in language and manner sufficiently violent 
and declamatory, to explain the purpose he had in 
view and almostin terms to declare his determina- 
tion to bring contempt and dishonor upon one of 
the generals in the American service, my first feel- 
ing of surprise was changed into profound morti- 
fication and regret. 

I will not stop to examine or to discuss the Sena- 
tor’s resolution, nor yet to reply to the somewhat 
official figures with which he garnished his speech 
to prove that General McClellan had more troops 
in his command than is alleged by those better 
acquainted with his plans than myself. Nor does 
it become me to defend him against the charge of 
letting his countrymen die upon the peninsula, and 
of not advancing upon Richmond. It is not to 
my taste to go back to the field of Manassas and to 
say that two hundred and thirty thousand Union 
soldiers were held at bay by less than thirty thou- 
sand rebels. 1 know little of the art of war, and ifI 
had had any ambition for eminence in that partic- 
ular pastime, the experience of some of our polit- 
ical martinets would have dissuaded me from the 
experiment. I am willing to trust the men who 
are placed in command of the Army until they are 
proved to be incompetent or corrupt. It is incon- 
ceivable to my ming that an American general 
would deliberately commit any of the acts which 
have been sometimes attributed to General Me- 
Clellan, and therefore l have rather referred the 
exaggerated statements of his opponeiits to per- 
sonal ill will, or, it may be, political apprehen- 
sion and distrust. Judging, however, from the 
explosive rhetoric of the Senator from Michigan, 
who seems desirous of seeking for a ** great crim- 
inal,’’ and who takes pains to suy that this crim- 
inal is either Abraham Lincoln or George B. Me- 
Clellan, General McClellan must have committed 
some horrible atrocity. I take it for granted that 
the Senator does not intend the President of the 
United States, whom he assisted to elect, and in 
supporting whose administration he, as well as 
myself, so far as putting down this rebellion iscon- 
cerned, is daily striving to do his uttermost; but it 
puzzles me considerably how the commanding 
general of the army of the Potomac can be guilty 
of crime or can deserve to be * deprived of office 
and suffer the extreme penalty of the law”’ in view 
of the fact that he has now been in a conspicuous 
position for more than a year, and that all his acts 
a been revised, if not approved, by the Presi- 
dent himseif. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
from Indiana will suspend his remarks. The fur- 
ther consideration of this resolution is superseded 
by the special order of the day, which is the bill 
(S. No. 384) to amend the act calling forth the 
militia to execute the laws of the Union, suppress 
insurreetions, and repe} invasions, approved Feb- 
ruary 28, 1795, to which an amendment has been 
moved, and an amendment to that amendment is 
new pending. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I move that the special 
order be postponed until the vote is taken upon 
this resolution. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If no objection 
be made the Chair will assume 

Mr. FOSTER and Mr. GRIMES. I object. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection be- 
ing made, the sense of the Senate must be taken. 

r.GRIMES. If the Chair will be kind enough 
to listen to me he will hear what my objection is. 
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My objection is not to allowing the Senator from 
Indiana to go on, but to the motion as stated b 
the Senator from Michigan, that the bill shall be 
suspended until a final vote shall be taken on this 
resolution, for [ do not know how many Senators 
are going to follow the Senator from Ipdiana. 1 
want to hear him through. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair was 
about to state the question on the motion as made 
by the Senator from Michigan. Does the Senator 
modify that motion? a 

Mr. GRIMES. 1 move to modify that motion 
so that the special order be suspended informally 
until the Senator from Indiana is through. 

Mr. CHANDLER. | move that it be sua- 
pended until the action of the Senate shall bring 
it before the body again. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
from Michigan moves that the special order of the 
day and all other orders be postponed until firal 
action on this resolution, 

Mr. GRIMES. I understand the Senator from 
Indiana is content that the whole subject shall lie 
over. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I am very anxious to take up 
the confiscation bill and vote on it. I will not 
stand in the way. 

Mr. CHANDLER. No manismore anxious 
to take up the confiscation bill and vote upon it 
than myself; but.I deem this resolution the most 
important question now before the Senate, The 
whole country is in a state of excitement and 
alarm, and the information called for by this res- 
olution will give just what they require, just what 
they demand, and I can see no reason why any 
man should object to furnishing it, and therefore 
[ insist upon my motion, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair will 
suggest, for the consideration of the Senate, re- 
spectfully, that by common consent the special 
order be passed over informally until the conclu- 
sion of the remarks of the Senator from Indiana, 
and then the subject will be open to motions for 
further postponement or for proceeding with the 
consideration of the special order; but as a matter 
of courtesy to the Senator from Indiana, the Chair 
suggests that by unanimous consent the special 
order be passed over until the conelutsion of his 
remarks. [(**Agreed.’’] The Senator from In- 
diana will proceed with his remarks on the reso- 
lution before the Senate. 

Mr. WRIGHT. Mr. President, General Me- 
Clellan is not a citizen of my State. I believe le 
was first honored by a command in this great 
Army for the preservation of the Union by and 
upon the recommendation of Governor Dennison, 
of Ohio. Itis none of my especial business to de- 
fend him here; but I cannot refrain, overwhelmed 
by my responsibility asan American Senator, and 
looking forward to the fearful future which these 
internal dissensions seem to invite, to say a few 
words, if not in his vindication, at least a few 
words to stay the tide, which, if the Senator from 
Michigan can effect it, bids fair to crush him. 

Mr. President, General McClellan has not been 
a newspaper general. He has not sought to write 
himself into renown, or courted others so to do. 
One of the main charges against him has been his 
somewhat too consistent refusal to afford facili- 
ties to newspaper correspondetits, His name has 


a 





been the theme of comment far and wide, here as | 


well as in Europe; and I notice in the journals 
published in Berlin, where I had the honor to rep- 
resent my country as minister for a few years— 
and perhaps there is no portion of the Old World 
where there is so mucl: discussion on military 
matters as there is in Prussia—that military men 
find no topic more fruitful than the tactics and pol- 
icy of our young general. And yet, although de- 
bated and not inconsiderably denounced in public 
assemblies, and most indiscreetly, as I conceive, 
in some of the journals of the day, no one word 
has been volunteered by General McClellan in his 
own behalf. His reticence and silence, under all 
the circumstances, has been remarkable. A more 
impulsive man—and we are constantly told that 
; ; ; . 

youth is most impulsive, and General McClelan 
is a very young man—would have rushed into 
print and insisted upon such a defense of his con- 
duct as would at least assure his friends that he 
wa not indifferent to his fame. His studied si- 
lence is probably his best eulogy and his surest 
vindication. 

I will not go back to his campaign upon the im- 
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mediate Potomac; that belongs to history, or to | of predictions that from these troubles will date 


the President of the United States who sanctioned 
it; but I will say that, in my hamble opinion, 


details, and with no desire to enter into the con- 
test between military men, that his ten days’ cam- 
paign upon the peninsula, with an army that he 
tells us was so much smaller than that of the rebel 
enemy, and against a foeman at once infuriated, 
unconscionable, and bloodthirsty; a foeman con- 
tending for the favor of all the despotisms on earth, 
and to maintain an oligarchy more infamous than 
any that°history records—I will say, sir, that 
this campaigy: ‘* out-tongues complaint,’ and will 
arouse as much admiration among the people of 
foreign countries as it hes undoubtedly awakened 
enthusiasm, confidence, admiration, and hope 
among our own loyal masses, Some gentlemen 
may call this campaign a defeat. Some will say 
that the general who led in it was surprised and 
taken unawares, and that all the allegations of his 
friends, that his movements were prearranged and 
the result of asettled plan, are untrue. I| will only 
say, that the conflict Tieplayed on his part uncom- 
mon genius, perseverance, and ability; that his 
troops were heroic beyond all parallel, and that 
he saved them from annihilation and captivity. 
Sir, | know not in the history of the nations of the 
earth where you can point to me a seven days’ 
conflict, with the same number of men engaged, 
where there was more science and skill exhibited 
by the commander than Genera] McClellan ex- 
hibited in that coritest, or where there was more 
heroic bravery and undoubted courage on the part 
of the troops engaged. I take it from the silence 
of the Administration and those in power, I take it 
from the history of the war as it is disclosed, that 
everything was done on that occasion that the 
Government expected of its ablest general. 

Mr, President, we are told that if the resolu- 
tion of the Senator shall pass, a great revelation 
will be made that will startle the country. We 
are not children here, and nobody is mad enough 
to suppose that this rebellion is to destroy the 
President, to turn him out of his office, and sub- 
ject him to the extreme penalty of the law. Of 
course the alleged criminal, General McClellan, 
will defend himself, and thus the nation will be, 
as I have said, divided between opposing state- 
ments, and our vigilant enemy enabled to secure 
an uncounted advantage. Sir, if | were a selfish 
friend of the young commander of the army of the 
Potomac, I think from what I have heard I could 
desire nothing more than that this comparative 
exposé should be made. But I prefer to regard 
my country first. In this hour of her-calamity, 
surely this is not the arena in which to enter these 
charges against a general at the head of your men. 
If you have any charges to make, go to the Ad- 
ministration; but in Heaven’s name, in this crisis, 
divide not our forces, divide not the parties of the 
country, divide not the men that are carrying on 
this contest, I see in this new movement the seeds 
of an appalling calamity to that country. Let gen- 
tlemen who listen to me hear the stories that are 
told by the men who fought under McClellan on 
the peninsula, or if they do not wish to make a 
tour to that quarter, jet them visit the thousands 
of sick and wounded soldiers in the hospitals with- 
in the District of Columbia; let them ead the let- 
ters of the different correspondents, writing from 
the different battle-fields, correspondents of news- 
papers peaerneesing different views, and { think 
they will agree with me that if the manifest pur- 
poses of the Senator from Michigan are accom- 
plished, we may have to deal with a new element 
in our vast difficulties. We may have, with Gen- 
eral McClellan * deprived of office and compelled 
to suffer the extreme penalties of law,” to answer 
to those who shall demand the reason why this 
was done. 

Now, sir, my votes have shown that have been 
with the Senator from Michigan on that one ques- 
tion which has probably occasioned the most con- 
troversy here. I believe in the necessity of a 
strong and vigorous and all-reaching confiscation 
bill, and even he, with his undoubted sincere hos- 
tility to the rebel enemy, is not more hostile to that 
enemy than myself. But I confess that I am not 
brave enough to encounter the awful responsibil- 
ity of assisting to divide my own people, to arouse 
factions in the Army, to delight the secession 
enemy on the one hand, to assist the opneubinns i 
enemy on the other. The very atmosphere is fu 


+ 


| 


the downfall of this Republic, and the overthrow 


in | of all the proud hopes that we have entertained. 
with no knowledge of the ‘*arcana’’ of military || 


I know that Europe, should this attempt made to 
degrade the young general commanding the army 


| of the Potomac be crowned with success, will seize 





upon it as the latest and best excuse for interven- 
tion. Let me appeal to the Senators around me, 
to those who have the political destinies of this 
Administration more immediately in charge, let 
me tell them that in my own State we are fighting 
a noble battle for the Union and the Constitution, 
urging the most vigorous prosecution of the war, 
and that our people implore and beg of you to give 
no weapon, place not the means in our enemies’ 
hands by which the followers of Breckinridge will 
be able to divide the friends of the Union; and 
what is true of us is true of other and of all the 
loyal States. | am not pleading for party. This 
question should be above party and party feelings. 
if we are to save the country in this hour of peril, 


| we must rise above party, and we have to leave 


this Administration in power. Iam no apologist 
for General McClellan’s condition. lam notsuf- 


| ficiently acquainted with them to explain his ac- 





| tions or his condition; but the style and manner 


of the attack made upon him in this body the 
other day were calculated to divide the friends of 
the Union and to sow the seeds of dissension that 
will lead to most deplorable results. 

I believe, as I believe in my Maker, that if these 


| quarrels among ourselves are to go on, the true 


Union men of the country will be divided, and 


| probably after that the Government itself. Re- 


bellion will be recognized, and we of the present 
free States will be cut to pieces by our own dis- 
sensions, and be called upon to contemplate the 


| sundering of the nation into different and contend- 


ing republics; thus gradually assuming an inferior 
position, and with all our great resources, phys- 


| ical, moral, agricultural, and manufacturing, be 


made the scorn and derision of the nations of the 
earth, 

Mr. President, while I shall vote against the 
resolution of the Senator from Michigan, I wish 


| it distinctly to be understood that I do not do so 











| because General McClellan has anything to fear 
| from its passage, or that I have any objection to 


the facts being promulgated. It is said by the Sen- 
ator that this is one of the most important ques- 
tions that can come before the Senate. That is 


| true, if the gentleman is right in his statement; 
| but let me ask the Senator this question: in this 
| hour of our country’s peril, is this the day and 


the time when such an ex parte resolution should 
be introduced into this body? The resolution in 
itself is not so objectionable as the style and ar- 
gument of the speech of the Senator. What must 
be the feelings of that general when he is charged 
upon this floor with disloyalty; when it is pro- 
mulgated in this body that every move of his for 


| the last six months would be precisely what Jeff 


Davis would have desired? Is it possible that we 
can sustain this Government and its administra- 
tion in this way? The Administration is in pos- 
session of all the private dispatches of our officers, 
and is acquainted with their public conduct, and 


| las the power to recall them at any time. Is this 


the place in which to pass a resolution, with the 
sanction of the speech of the Senator from Michi- 
gan, that this man is unworthy and shall be turned 
out? I am no political friend of this Administra- 
tion, but in this hour I know no party. One thing 
I know, that the men who are placed in the most 
important positions by your President are men 
who differed with him politically; and if Abraham 
Lincoln can trust the destinies of this country in 
the hands of George B. McClellan, Edwin M. 
Stanton, Halleck, and other men, who differ po- 
luically with him, it is as little as I can do to give 
them my respect and my confidence. Until we 
crush out this sellions us stand by those in 
authority, and hold up the hands of those leading 
our brave sons to battle. 

in conclusion, I trust that this resolution will 
not pass; not so much on account of its 
and purpose, as the speech and object which is 
avowed by the mover. 


Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, I do not 


propose going into this discussion—— : 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster 


in the chair.) The business before the Senate is 
Senate bill No. 384. 
Idr. CHANDLER. I move that that be post- 








poned until we get a vote on this resolution. I 
shall not occupy ten minutes of the time of the 
Senate, and probably not five. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It ismoved that 
the bill (S. No. 384) to amend the act calling forth 
the militia to execute the laws of the Union, sup- 

ress insurrections, and repel invasions, approved 

ebruary 28, 1795, be postponed until the Senate 
take a vote on the resolution of the Senator from 
Michigan. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I object to the postponement 
of the bill. I am perfectly willing that it should 
be laid aside to allow the Senator to make his re- 
marks. 

Mr. SUMNER. Pass it over informally. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It can be passed over in- 
formally. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 
before the Senate is that the special order, and all 
other orders, be postponed to continue the discus- 
sion of the present resolution until a vote is had. 

Mr. CHANDLER. | ask only that the special 
order be passed over informally. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. Until the Senator from 
Michigan gets near 

Mr. CHANDLER. Do not putin that pro- 
viso. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there any 
objection to laying aside the business regularly 
before the Senate? 

Mr. COLLAMER. I object, unless there is 
something definite about it. To lay it aside im- 
plies that we are to go on with other business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That was the 
suggestion. The Chair put the suggestion to the 
Senate, asking if there was any objection to lay- 
ing aside, informally, the business before it. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. What is the 
motion? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The original 
motion was to postpone the bill before the Senate, 
and all prior orders, for the purpose of continuing 
the discussion of the resolution of the Senator from 
Michigan, until a vote should be had upon it. That 
was then modified, and the suggestion was made 
that the bill before the Senate should be laid aside 
informally. The Chair understands the Senator 
from Vermont to object to laying it aside, inform- 


ally. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I desire to know what is 

implied in laying it aside informally? 

he PRESIDING OFFICER. It will continue 
laid aside again, until taken up by a vote of the 
Senate. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Then it loses its place. 

Mr. WADE. Itonly means that the mover of 
the resolution wants to make a very brief reply to 
the Senator from Indiana. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I move that the regular 
business be laid aside until the gentleman from 
Michigan closes his remarks. 

Mr. WADE. Very well. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, Is the motion 
of the Senator from Vermont objected to? The 
Chair hears no objection. The special order will 
be laid aside for that purpose. 

Mr. CHANDLER. r. President, to a con- 
siderable exteat, the Senator from Indiana has 
misunderstood my position. It is well known 
that the press for weeks has been filled with de- 
nunciations of the Secretary of War. That on- 
slaught was intended to be deadly; he was to be 
removed, and for what?) What was assigned by 
the press of the country to be a military crime, 
to wit, in not having furnished reinforcements to 
the army of the peninsula when he had those re- 
inforcements at hand. Iadmitted what the press 
claimed, that a military crime had been committed ; 
but I denied that Edwin M. Stanton was the crim- 
inal, and I simplg and respectfully asked for the 
evidence that he was not the criminal. I sought 
it in the ordinary way of arriving at information. 

to the that this was a matter of 

record; the account was made up, and | simply 
called for the record which the country demanded 
should be en rea Dy Sir, in ~~ war to 
down this t rebellion you must rely upon 
oe people. They alone can replenish your Léon; 
they alone can put down the rebellion; and when 
you spread out honestly before them the facts as 
exist, I care not whether those facts be aus- 
picious or the opposite, they will never fail you 


oO Wanass the fActein this tate? I stated thatthe 
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army ofthe Potomac, on the day that it marched 
to Manassas, had two hundred and thirty thou- 







sand men upon its rolls. When that army was || Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I move that the fur- it come to this, that in a controversy of this kind 


divided, and a large force taken to the peninsula, 
it was well known that a portion of that army 
must be left to defend the eapital of the country 
where vast supplies of munitions and stores were 
located, where were — archives, where you 
must protect your northern frontier. I holdin my 
hands, and am authorized by a majority of the 
committee on the conduct of the war to use it, the 
sworn testimony of nine of your present major 
generals in command, as to the force to be left in 
front of thecapital. General Richardson, on the 
24th of December, under oath, said “ forty thou- 
sand men in the intrenchments would be sufficient, 
and then a corps of sixty thousand could stop any 
movement of the enemy above or below.” It re- 
quired, in the estimation of that general, sixty 
thousand men in case you made a movement in 
any direction except directly upon your enemy. 
General Franklin, on the 26th of December, said 
that ‘* from thirty-five to fifty thousand men are 
sufficient for a defensive position'at Washington. ”’ 
There is a very great diversity in the opinion of 
these generals; but it all depends upon whether 
your main army was to be within striking dis- 
tance. It was unknown which way the main army 
would move, and therefore you find a diversity of 
opinion, but each one of the nine generals—Rich- 
ardson, Franklin, McCall, Fitz John Porter, 
Doubleday, Casey, Barry, Keyes, and Barnard — 
swears that it will take dens thirty-five to seven- 
ty-five thousand men to defend the capital. 

When the army of the Potomac moved to For- 
tress Monroe it was decided that forty-five thou- 
sand men should be left here for the defense of the 
capital. AfterGeneral McClellan had moved the 
army to Fortress Monroe—and this is the testi- 
mony, and when the testimony is printed you will 
find it sworn to by the most respectable witnesses 
that are to be found on the face of the earth, mil- 
itary men—it was found that he had ordered every 
solitary regiment from the capital save nineteen, 
and had not left a solitary gun on wheels for the 
defense of the capital. ‘These facts were so im- 
portant that the committee at once submitted them 
to the Executive and the Cabinet, and we found 
that the Lexecutive already had a report to that 
effect. The President at once ordered an army 
corps to stand between the enemy in force and the 
capital of your nation. Had that order of Gen- 
eral McClellan’s been literally carried out, Jack- 
son would have had this capital before the 15th 
day of April, but the President interfered. The 
press has been loaded down with denunciations 
of Secretary Stanton for having kept an army corps 
between the capita! of your nation and the enemy 
untouched. 

Is it not proper that these facts should go out, 
and that the country should know what the facts 
were? [say that Secretary Stanton and the Pres- 
ident have sent every man, and every musket, 
rhe 4 saber,every bayonet to the army of the pen- 
insu 
fense of your capital and your northern frontier. 
Not a soldier, not a musket, not a saber, not a 
bayonet, nota horse has been refused to that army 
that could by any possibility be spared from the 
defense of your capital and your frontier. Isit not 
right, is it not proper, is it not indispensable that 
the country should know these facts, and that the 
press should cease denunciation of the man who 
opposed this division of the army and was in favor 
of a movement of the whole force right upon the 
enemy, as [ think at this time no man will doubt 
should have been done? 

Sir, I did not propose to say,a single word; I 
hoped that this resolution would pass, as all such 
resolutions of inquiry usually Go, unanimously. 
The country demands the information; the coun- 
try is entitled to the information; the country will 
have the information whether you give it to them 
in this manner or not. I hope that the resolution 
will be passed. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I shall only take two minutes 
time. Iam lad—— 

The PRESI ING OFFICER. Bill No. 384 
was laid aside informally until the Senator from 
Michigan concluded his remarks. Does any Sen- 
ator object to the bill being still laid aside? 

Mr.GRIMES. Ido. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I move that we continue 
this resolution 


for it. This resolution is calculated to bring out 


a that could be possibly spared from the de- | 








Mr. WRIGHT. Iam very willing to let itlie 


over until to-morrow. 


' 
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| ther consideration of this resolution be postponed || 


| until the first Monday of December next. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I do not yield for that motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The resolution 
| is not strictly before the Senate. The bill S. No. 

384, is before the Senate. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I hope we 

shall go on with the bill. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I can assure the Senator from 

lowa that I will not debate the matter long. 

Mr. GRIMES. Iam satisfied that the remarks 

of the Senator from Indiana will lead to remarks 
from other Senators; and if there is a necessity 
for passing this military bill that was presented to 
us yesterday by the Military Committee, it is a 
| necessity that we should pass it at as early a day 
as possible, and therefore | trust we shall go on 
with the regular order, and not let this resolution, 
which has been interpolated in our proceedings, 
take up the whole time, as it evidently will. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion be- 

fore the Senate is, that the bill shall be further 
laid aside for the purpose of continuing the dis- 
cussion on the resolution of the Senator from 
Michigan. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope that the bill will be 
| laid aside and this resolution passed. lam one of 
| those who believe in the intelligence of the people, 

and that we should know the worst, and provide 


| the facts; let us have them; let the country have 
them. Ido not believe that anything is made by 
attempting to withhold from the intelligent people 
of this country all the information, let the blame 
fall where it will. I think they will place it on the 
| right shoulders. I think that the people of this 
country will put the rebellion down if you do not 
deceive them and mislead them. If you let them 
| see what is necessary to be done, they will have 
,itdone. I do hope we may pass this resolution. 
I should like to say something upon it myself, but 
I forego that with a view of getting a vote upon it, 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. If I thought 
we could have a vote in a few minutes, I should 
| have no objection; but do not think we can have, 
and therefore I think it had better go over until to- 





| 
morrow morning, and let us act on this important 
bill. 
Mr. COWAN. Iamrather inclined to think we 
had better have the information called for by this 
resolution. Whenever an issue is made, it had 
| better be settled. The issue is now made; let it 
| be settled. I would not have made the issue; but 
| when the issue is once made let it be settled; let 
us know the facts. There is less mischief in that 
than in keeping the matter in suspense, and set- 
ting the country by the ears about it. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I am not disposed to 
meddle in this matter, but I'want to know what 
number of soldiers there were in the valley of 
Virginia, also in Western Virginia, and in front 

of Washington in the intrenchments, and also at 
| Baltimore 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I rise to a question of or- 
| der. No amendment is in order in this stage of 
the proceedings. 





The PRESIDING OFFICER. No amend- 

ment is i: order at the present time. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Let us have 

a vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
| is on the motion of the Senator from Michigan, 
that the bill before the Senate be laid aside in’or- 
der to continue the discussion on the resolution 
introduced by him. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I hope we may have a 
vote on the resolution. Let the bill be informally 
laid aside until we take the vote. The yeas and 
nays have been ordered, and Jet us take the vote 
on the resolution. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion is, 
that the bill before the Senate be informally laid 
aside until there is a'vote on the resolution of the 
Senator from Michigan. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill is laid 
aside, and the resolution is before the Senate. 

Mr. WRIGHT. What is the issue tendered 
by the Senator from Michigan? What is his state- 
ment? He says he wants the record. The Ad- 
ministration have that record. Do you desire to 
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cast any blame or censure on the Administration, 
and to say that they do not do their duty? Has 








the newspaper press of the vountry, that has slan- 
dered McClellan or slandered your Secretary of 
War, is to be the basis of a resolution of the Sen- 
ate! 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Will the Senator from 
Indiana allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. WRIGHT. With pleasure. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to inquire 
of the Senator from Indiana whether hg distrusts 
the intelligence of this people to decide what is 
right, and whether he does not believe it best that 
this people should know, that the country should 
know, and that the Senate should know what the 
facts are without casting censure upon anybody? 
Does he not have sufficient confidence in the in- 
telligence of this people to believe that they will 
settle this question right, and that they ought to 
have the information ? : 
Mr. WRIGHT. I have as much confidence 
in the people settling this matter right as the Sen- 
ator from Illinois; and I have as much confidence, 
I fear more than he has, in the Administration; 
but this is not an arena where the newspaper press 
of the country should be made the basis of an at~ 
tack on pablicmen. Where isthe record? Itis 
in the hands of the Administration. You will get 
nothing but what they have got; and I take it from 
their conduct that there is nothing in this matter. 
As I remarked before, the objection is not so 
much to what is in the resolution as to the manner 
in which it is presented and the charges that are 
made here. 
Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Will the 
Senator from Indiana allow me to make a sugges- 
tion to him? 
Mr. WRIGHT. Certainly. 
Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. [ will sim- 
ply say that | hope the Senator from Indiana will 
not vote upon this question on the speech of the 
Senator from Michigan. We are not voting for 
that Senator’s speech, we are voting simply for 
information, official information for the Senate and 
for the country, and without attacking General 
McClellan, or the Secretary of War, or the Pres- 
ident. The information called for can do noharm 
to the country, certainly, and I think will do in- 
justice to no man. I should like to see that inform- 
ation myself. As to the speech of the Senator 
from Michigan, he alone is responsible for it. He 
has taken the responsibility of making thé speech, 
and certainly none of us can be held responsible 
for any sentiments that we do not utter ourselves. 
I say this with the view of expressing the hope 
that the Senator will not put his vote on that 
round. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I have just one word to say 
in reply to that, and then I shall be done, If, in 
all the controversies going on in our country in 
regard to our Army, resolutions of this character 
and in this shape, and in the spirit in which this 
was presented, are to be presented to the Senate 
under the circumstances that this has been, there 
is no hope of union. Ido not know General Me- 
Clellan; I never saw him in my life; I do know 
the Secretary of War. But the idea that the Senate 
is to be involved in passing resolutions day after 
day upon the statements of newspapers, attacking 
our public men, is a letting down of the dignity of 
the Senate. ‘Not only that, but the very vature of 
the resolution, calling for this and calling for that, 
is distrnsting the character of your public men, dis- 
trusting yourown Administration, distrusting their 
roper action, and it is weakening your Army, it 
is weakening your private soldiers, and it is mak- 
ing distrust throughout the land. I only enter 
my protest against it as one Senator responsible 
alone to my people. The moment the Senator from 
Michigan introduced this resolution with the 
speech he made, | determined, if no other Senator 
did, that [ would vote against the resolution. 1 
wantunion; | will trast the Administration; I be- 
lieve they will call the right men, and where there 
are wrong men in command in the field they will 
remove them. I say again, | am willing to trust 
the Administration, but I will never give a vote 
that will imply an indorsement of the speech of the 
Senator from Michigan, or that there is any doubt 
of the capacity of this general, or that he has not 
discharged his duty under the circumstances. 
Mr.COWAN. I think the remarks of the Sena- 
tor from Indiana perfectly applicable to the intro- 
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I think all these res- 
I think we must have 


duction of the resolution. 
olutions are mischievous. 


I 


Sir, there are many things discussed in this 
body which I sincerely believe are calculated to 


more trust, more faith, more charity in one an- || do us injury throughout the country. Bat itis 


other than has been manifested or is likely to be 


manifested if this series of probing resolutions is | 


to go on. For myself, 1 do not know any reason 
in the world why aman on our side either in the 


lion as I am, and of. doing itin the best way. I 
am at the same time perfectly convinced, if the 


conduct ofeverybody is scanned with a micro- | 
scopic eyé, that faults may be found, and those 
faults may be magnified, and they go to the coun- | 


try and tend to weaken the force of the country 
in its great effort. As I said before, | would not 
make the issue, but when the issue is once made 
and the country is once alarmed upon it, I think 
it is best to give the country the evidence, and let 
its intelligence determine it. I would not have 
offered the resolution of the Senator from Michi- 


gan; butas he has offered it, as the country seems | 


to be everywhere quivering under the supposed 
intelligence that resolution will convey to them, I 
think, as they are interested, as we are, they ought 
to know it. I hope that hereafter the several de- 
partments of this Government will be allowed to 
go on and do their duty, severally, in their own 
place, and that nothing, unless it is the most press- 
ing necessity, unless it is the most glaring default, 
shall cali for a public examination; and in fact it 
is a public trial of the man who is called to answer 
at the bar by one of these resolutions. I think all 
those things should be avoided, and that we should 
go together calmly and steadily to endeavor to se- 
eure the great end for which we struggle without 
any aitempt to take part in these apparent con- 
flicts which are supposed to exist between the 
Administration and our generals in the field, and 
which I do not believe do exist. It is not neces- 
sary, because one member of the Cabinet does not 
approve of this move or that move or that other 
move, that there should be any great issue about 
it. Members of the Cabinet are only men, as we 
are; generals are only men, as weare; and we can- 
not suppose that they will agree on this, that, or 
the other thing. ‘The only way we can succeed 
is upon the hypothesis that we are all honest and 
that we are all trying to do our best in this mat- 
ter; and whenever any persons set themselves up 
by attributing false and improper motives to any- 
body clse, just at that instant.the seeds of ruin, 
distrust,‘and failure are sown. 

Let us, then, sir, inghis ease have this informa- 
tion, whatever it may be, because the thing is 
mooted; the country is alarmed aboutit,and wants 
to know it. When we do hear it, it will be just 
as [ have stated. The country will come to the 
conclusion that the Secretary of War is an honest 
man, trying to do his duty; they will come to the 
conclusion that General McClellan is an honest, 
brave general, trying to do his duty; that the Pres- 
ident is honest, and everybody is honest. They 
may differ about things; but with regard to the 
great object to be attained, they are all struggling 
40 arrive at the same point, although they may 
come there by different roads, | 

Mr. HENDERSON, Ido not desire to occupy 
the time of the Senate in discussing the propriety 
of the resoiution now pending. Iregretvery much, 
and regretted at the time, that it was introduced, 
for the reason that it has provoked discussion, and 
in fact was commenced by a speech from the hon- 
orable Senator who introduced it, that I think is 
extremely unfortunate in this country at the pres- 
ent time. I sincerely believe that the result of its 
introduction will be the result foreshadowed by the 
Senator from Indiana. Ifthereare any complaints 
against General McClellan, whose acquaintance I 
do not enjoy, but in whom, as a general, | must 
say I have the utmost confidence, there is a proper 

lace to go with these complaints, They ought to 
presented to the President of the United States. 
I do not think it is appropriate to bring them here; 
and [ now announce it as my sincere belief, that 
the introduction of this resolution and its discus- 
aion here will have the effect to divide the country 
into two great political parties for and against the 
operations of the commander in the field. I say it 
would be infinitely better to have him immediately 
removed, and another man put in his stead atonce, 
or that the country should at once conclude to re- 
tain him at the head of the Army, and let us unite 
our efforts to put down this rebellion. 





EE 


| not for me alone to judge. 


Other Senators are 
entitled to their views and their opinions on these 


| subjects as much as I am; they have superior 


|| judgment and superior experience; and I am not 
Administration or at the head of our Army should | 


not be just as desirous of putting down this rebel- | 


disposed to complain when propositions are made 
which do not have my approbation or concurrence. 
I take occasion to say that | have the utmost con- 
fidence in George B. McClellan. 1 believe he is 
true and loyal to the Government of the United 
States, and that he has performed military service 


in the field within the last two weeks that will 
| most inevitably distinguish him beyond all other 


men of his day as a military commander. | have 


no question that that will be shown when the facts | 


are brought forward. But, sir, it will not do for 
us, every time our Army may meet with a little 
reverse, to rise in the Senate of the United States 
and charge treason upon the commander. It is 


bad policy. 


There is a mistaken notion in regard to the | 


| strength and the power of this rebellion. I know 





that the newspapers throughout the northern 


| States have been in the habit for the last five or | 
| six months of disparaging the power and ability 
| of the rebels to hold out against us in this rebel- 
| lion. They have invented new terms of reproach. 


They have again and again said that they would 
not stand and fight us. In fact, they have invented 
anew word, ** skedaddle,”’ and applied it to them. 
They have said they would not stand, but would 
invariably run from our troops. I have never 


| thought so; and we shall find out from this day 
| on, as we have found it heretofore, that they will 


meet us on the field of battle and fight with a 
bravery and courage equaled only by the bravery 
and courage of our own troops; and it is useless 
any longer to conceal that important fact feom the 
country. It is useless, when a reverse happens to 
our arms, for the Senate of the United States to 
say itis in consequence of treason in the com- 
mander, or in consequence of treason among the 


| troops. It is unnecessary; it is idle; it is useless 





so to talk. 

Sir, this is a great work that we have under- 
taken. We mustrecollect that this is an immense 
territory we have undertaken to conquer. Itisa 
territory almostas large as our own; a territory to 
which nature has given every defense in the world. 


| Such a territory and such a number of people have 


searcely ever been conquered in the world. We 
have come nearer to it than history gives any ac- 
count of in the past, and I think we ought to be 
satisfied. This is the first reverse we have met 
with for some time. Senators seem unable to 
bear it. Sir, if the army of the Potomac is im- 


| mediately reinforced, and a sufficient number of 
| men given to General McClellan, now is the time 


to march upon Richmond, and the rebel capital 
will fall within the néxt month. Let that be done, 
and let these vain and futile complaints, and these 
charges of disloyalty against the commander-in- 
chief be dispensed with. They are only calcu- 
lated to divide the loyal men of this country; and I 
fear if they are continued, it will notbe many weeks 
before you will have throughout the northern 
States a controversy and a party ranging itself on 
the side of George B. McClellan as military com- 
mander, and preaching a doctrine which would be 
abhorrent to the Senate of the United States. Ithas 
already been insinuated, it has already been said, 
if an attempt should be made to remove him, the 
Army would rise in his favor. Sir, away with 
all such things as that. If he proves to be in- 
competent, let the President of the United States 
go forward and remove him at once, and put an- 
other man in his stead, and the loyal men of this 
country, from one end of the land to the other, 
will sanction it, and we shall have no difficulty 
whatever. Avy man who is incompetent should 
be removed; but I see no evidence of incompe- 
tency in front of Richmond. 

The idea has sometimes been advanced that the 
rebels had but thirty thousand men in front of 


Manassas. If our Army had marched upon Ma-— 


nassas, we should have had a different story en- 
tirely. We always underrate the forces of the 
rebels. Never since I can remember—and I have 
been in the midst of these scenes since they first 
commenced—have I known a battle to be fought 
in the West that immediately preceding the battle 
the troops of the rebels were not underrated; and 


| 


| 
| 


after the battle was fought, the truth was mani- 
fest, and it was shown they were invariably equal 
to us in numbers, equal to us in arms, equal to us 
in all the equipments of war; and yet the country 
is still underrating everything of that sort. Sir, 
it requires a little more power, and a little more 


|| knowledge; it requires reinforcements from the 


| 
} 


| 








| 








loyal States of the Union, or else this rebellion 
never will be crushed. Tia 

Mr. WRIGHT... And perfect unity. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Yes, sir; perfect unity 
throughout this land. Itis not necessary for men 
who feel an interest in putting it down to talk 
about erecting new political parties in this coun- 
try. Sir, if we are not careful, we shall find, be- 
fore this rebellion is crushed, disasters ten times 
worse than those in front of Richmond. We need 
not close our eyes to this thing any longer. ‘Their 
armies in the field are as numerous as ours. What 
is the use of our closing our eyes to the import- 
ant fact any longer? 

The newspapers have told us for months and 
months that the rebels were starving to death. 
That question was asked me by an honorable 
Senator in this body some month or two ago, and 
he will remember what I told him in reference to 
it. Why, sir, is there so much ignorance in the 
country that the belief can possibly prevail that, 
under any circumstances whatever, the immense 
territory now occupied almost exclusively by the 
power of this rebellion, with a climate such as it 
is, and a soil unequaled in the world, far superior 
to the soil of the northern States—is it possible we 
have come to the conclusion that that fertile soil, 
with the labor they have, the slaves they have, 
cannot furnish enough food for them to subsist 
upon? You may take the one State of Texas, 
entirely in their control and possession, and that 
one single State gan furnish beef cattle enough, 
running wild upon the rich and everlasting pas- 
tures of that State, for the southern army for the 
next twenty years; and yet we are told there is 
some probability of their starving out, and that 
this rebellion will be crushed entirely by the star- 
vation of the rebels. Let us’ banish that idea. A 


| portion of the finest grain-growing country is cov- 


ered now entirely by the armies of the rebellion. 
It is within their power and control, and they are 
cultivating it with an eye to the future. They are 
dispensing with the cultivation of cotton in order 
to aggravate the distress of Europe, and provid- 
ing this year for a continuation of the war for all 
time tocome. He who imagines that this rebel- 
lion can be crushed by the number of men we 
now have in the field is dreaming without hope 
of realizatiou. We cannot crush it with the num- 
ber of men we have. It is unnecessary to ask 
that Governors of States shall petition that troops 
shall be organized. It becomes us to ask that 
they shall be organized; and if they are not or- 
ganized, let us at once stop the war, in order to 
save ourselves financially. 

Mr. President, there are many things that might 
be said, and it is proper for us to know them. 
This discussion, as I have understood, has led 
somewhat toa declaration of the honest sentiments 
of men. I agree with the Senator from Illinois 
that it is idle to undertake to conceal important 
facts from the people of this country, It is not 
the interest of the country; it is not our duty as 
Senators to conceal these facts, but to let the peo- 
ple know them. We ought to know our own 
strength, and we ought to realize the strength of 
the rebels. They have more enthusiasm in their 
armies. They somelow or other look upon this 
as an invasion of their soil, and every man who 
is able to carry arms marches to the battle-field 
with zeal and alacrity. 

Itis a mistake that they have not cannon; itisa 
mistake that ree not rifles equal or superior 
toourown. Wehave been told sometimes thatthey 
are armed with shot-guns, and that forty or fifty 
of our men can defeat hundreds of them on the 
battle-field, and yet when we meet them and the 
reports of the battles are placed before the coun- 
try, the important fact is disclosed that their rifles 
were of longer range than ours. ‘They manufac- 
ture those things throughout the South as well as 
we, panes not with equal facility; but whatever 
amount of labor, whatever number A ie may be 
necessary to construct these arsenals, they bring 
to bear, and they will make them. They have 
made them, and they will make th in. When 
we meet them upon the battle-field, we shell find 
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that they are men of our own race, of our own 
blood, and as brave as we are, [know something 
about them. I have seen their operations from 
the heginning. 

Sir, when 1 tell the Senate these things, I do it 
for the mere purpose of inspiring the Senate and 
the country, if possible, to renewed zeal, if they 
are determined to crush this rebellion. Let them 
unite. Let the Republican party of this body cease 
all clamors in regard to emancipation. hen I 
say the Republican party, I mean certain mem- 
bers of it. Ido notinclude the whole of that party 
in the remark; I do not wish to speak disrespect- 
fully even of those who dream that emancipation 
ean be accomplished. 1 think they are actuated 
by the most patriotic motives. I believe that they 
sincerely look forward to itas the accomplishment 
of the great end designed, and that is the sup- 
pression of the rebellion. I differ materially with 
them. 

We have had much said here in this discussion 
about border State men. We differ with a great 
many members here. We do not differ in the great 
end to be attained; we do not differ as to the sup- 
pression of this rebellion, because if any men in 
the United States have suffered from it, itis the 
men in the border States. There has not been a 
proper feeling existing between Senators on this 
floor since I have been here. Let me tell you, sir, 
that unless we understand each other better, this 
rebellion never will be suppressed. If we wish to 
save ourselves from the disgrace of financial ruin, 
to save ourselves from the inevitable ruin that looks 
us in the face in the future, we must understand 
each other better, and we must go to the battle- 
field with a little more zeal and a little more de- 
termination to crush out this rebellion, and with 
a little more kindness for each other, or we shall 
never accomplish our great purpose. 

Ever and anon it is said here that border State 
men are not as loyal as they ought to be; that is, 
they have so much interest in the subject of sla- 
very, they are so fearful of their constituents, that 
they cannot take hold of this rebellion as they 
ought. Sir, suffer me to make one remark in this 
Senate on that point. Gentlemen in the border 
States had to act a little differently from gentle- 
men in the non-slaveholding States. I admit that 
proposition. Are we lessloyal? I have heard it 
frequently said that Kentuckians were not as loyal 


as they might be. Why? Because of the old neu- | 


trality doctrine that Kentucky adopted. Suppose 
that Kentucky, Missouri,and Maryland had joined 
hands with this rebellion at an early day, and 
passed ordinances of secession—and those ordi- 
nances of secession, let me tell you, would have 
induced the people to render their allegiance to se- 
cession in the course of a short time, as in other 
States—I ask you what would have been the suc- 
cess of ourarms? It is true Missouri put into the 
rebel army from ten thousand to twenty thousand 
men; but yet we have putin the Federal Army 
a thousand men, and we are ready to put the 
twelve thousand that may be apportioned to us 
under the recent call into the field, and if that be 
not sufficient, we are ready to put twelve thousand 
in addition thereto. Weare ready to give the men, 
we are ready to give the means, we are ready to 
do everything that may be necessary to crush this 
rebellion and to restore the Union again as our 
fathers made it. 5 
Ithas been said that the Senator from Kentucky 
Mr. Davis] belongs to the old neutrality order. I 
id not take that position in Missouri; but a great 
many of the very best Union men in the State 
took it, not asa matter of principle, but asa mat- 
ter of policy. In all probability, the neutrality 
doctrine adopted by the Union men of Kentucky 
saved the State at the time; and let me say, that 
had it not been for such men assGarretrT Davis 
and Jonn J. CritTenpen, in all probability Ken- 
tucky would have been stained by an ordinance 
of secession, and many of the troops who are now 
in the Federal service would have been in the ser- 
vice of the rebel States; and so it would have been 
in the other border States. 

Now, sir, one word in reference to the action 
and the policy which are being pursued here. Gen- 
tlemen who differ with me in regard to the various 
measures that are Sp sam here, in regard to the 
propriety and policy of mustering negroes into the 
service of the United States, and of adopting uni- 
versal confiscation or e ion, ought to rec- 
ollect that until you have opened the way into the 





heart of this rebellion, until you have broken the 
serried ranks of the enemy who stand on the out- 
skirts of their republic in a strength and power 
that almost defies the penetration of the Federal 
arms, it is idle, useless to talk about emancipation 
or confiscation or anything of the sort. Those 
measures may well be adjourned until next De- 
cember, for, in my opinion, those serried ranks 
will not be broken between now and then. But, 
sir, itmustbedone. Itis your duty, itis the duty 
of the Senate, it is my duty, it is the duty of the 
whole country to break those ranks, and they will 
be broken in the end if the country does its duty. 

While l differ with gentlemen on those subjects, 
Iam not inclined, as some of our border State 
friends seem to be, to declarg them abolitionists 
whenever they disagree with me on those subjects. 
I have never been so inclined. They have the same 
right to denounce me asa rebel on this floor be- 
cause I disagree with them, as I have to denounce 
them as.abolitionists for disagreeing with me. 
There is one thing that we in the border States 
oughtto understand, and I appreciate it fully, and 
the Union men of Missouri appreciate it; and it is 
this: that but for the kind assistance of the west- 
ern States, thousands of whose soldiers we have 
been denouncing as abolitionists, we should have 
been driven from the soil of Missouri, our prop- 
erty confiscated, and ourselves exiles from our 
homes. We ought to remember, also, that the Re- 
publican party of this and the other House areas 
anxious as we can possibly be to put down this 
rebellion, and they may in all sincerity of purpese 
believe that the true and proper plan to do itis to 
seize upon everything that comes in their way,in 
order to its early suppression. They may con- 
sistently and honestly believe it isthe proper plan 
to seize upon the negroes of the South, and to use 
them, if you please, as soldiers in order to sup- 
press this rebellion 1 should exceedingly regret 
to see any action of thatsortadopted. Loyal men 
in the slaveholding States, however, have no right 
to turn around and talk aboutabolition. Sir, what 
has rebellion done in my State? It has taken fifty 
per cent. of the slave population out of the State. 
No doubt it has done the same thing in other 
States, and it will inevitably drive slavery from 
the border States in the future. 


principle, but as a matter of policy. You may 
muster as many of these black soldiers as you 
please; but I tell you gentlemen from the northern 
States, when you muster them in—I mean the cot- 
ton plantation negroes of the southern States—you 
must send two or three regiments of Yankees to 
stand behind them, and then there will be great 
danger of those regiments being run over by them 
when the firing commences. They will not make 
soldiers. You cannot make soldiers out of them. 
I think the officers of the Army ought to seize 
them, and put them to that sort of work to which 
our soldiers ought not to be put. They ought to 
be used. The Union soldiers of Missouri have 
done it. The troops organized under the State 


ree 





object to that; but letit be left to the military com- 
manders in the field. Whatis pollens Kentucky 
is not policy in South Carolina. What is policy 
in Missouri is not policy in Alabama. Leave it to 
the generals, discreet and prudent men, to manage 
this thing. 

But, sir, | have wandered from the subject. In 
regard to the resolution before the Senate, | desire 


be made in the country, as was sail by the Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania, The introduction of the 
resolution, followed by the able, but | must say, 
in my opinion, very unwise speech of the Senator 
from Michigan, must make the issue in the coun- 
try, and we cannot avoid it. I, for one, desire 
not to avoid it. If General McClellan is loyal, 
as I believe him to be, he should remain at the 
head of our forces. If he is incompetent-——— 
Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, | wish to 
correct a statement which was made by the Sen- 
ator from Indiana, and also by the Senator from 
Missouri, that I had charged General McClellan 





with disloyalty. I charged him with no such | 


thing. I said that I considered the division of the 
Army, and the sending of half of it to the penin- 


said the army had not made a movement which 


But we look upon this thing not as a matter of 


government in Missouri have done it. Ido not | 


to say that I intend to vote for it. We can do no 
good by dodging the question. The issue will | 




















considered it simply a great military blunder. I 
made no charge of disloyalty whatever, 

Mr. HENDERSON, I am really glad to hear 
that statement from the Senator from Michigan. 
I understood the Senator from Michigan to say 
that if Jeff Davis had been at the head of our 
Army he would have made every move that Gen- 
eral McClellan has made within the jast four 
months. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I said I considered them 
very great military blunders. 

Mr. HENDERSON. No man with themilitary 
science of General McClellan, unless higeheart be 
corrupt, would ever have blundered accidentally 
upon all the scientific movements that Jefferson 
Davis would have made. But for the explanation 
of the Senator this morning, that remark would 
have gone to the country signifying to the coun- 
try that we had silently sat here and heard it stated 
that the man who was conducting our armies in 
the field was designing, by every movement he 
could make, to put our armies in the hands of Jef- 
ferson Davis. I am glad the explanation has been 
made. Let it go to the country, and let it be un- 
derstood, that no man in this Senate is suspect- 
ing the loyalty of George B. McClellan. Sir, it 
implicates the President of the United States; it 
implicates this body; it implicates the advisers of 
the President; itimplicates us all. Let us put away 
these things from us; letus have a better state of 
feeling among Senators; let us understand each 
other; and let us put our hearts and our hands to- 
gether for the suppression of thi8 rebellion. When 
measures shall pass this body to which we ean- 
not give our hearty concurrence, let us at least be 
charitable to those who disagree with us. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. If the Sen- 
ate is ready to vote on this subject, I will not in- 
terfere; but if not, I must move to take up the bill 
we had under consideration yesterday. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. If itis in order, I move 
to amend the resolution by adding the following: 

And that at the date of the departure of Genera! McClel- 
lan for the peninsula, how many troops were under com- 
mand of General Frémontin Western Virginia ; under Gen- 
eral Banks in the valley of Virginia, and what number were 
in front of Washington or between it and the Rappahan- 
nock, and within the intrenchments of Washingron and 
in and around Washington, and what number of effective 
troops were actually in service under General MeCleilan 
in his engagements on the peninsula and before Richmond, 


Mr. CHANDLER. If the Senator will pardon 
me, all the information that he asks for is included 
in the origival inquiry. I do not object to that 
amendment, however. I will accept it if the Sen- 
ator desires it. ‘ 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Very well; if the Senator 
accepts it, 1 am perfectly willing. 1 will state my 
reason for offering it. 

Mr. CHANDLER, It is all included. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I wish to have it there if 
the Senator will accept it, and I will state my rea- 
son for offering the amendment. If there is to be 
an investigation, | want fall jastice to be done. I 
am one of those who believe the President acted 
wisely when he accepted the advice of General 
Scott, und appointed General McClellan com- 
mander-in-chief of the forces. I have seen noth-* 
ing in that general since to weaken the confidence 
I had iv the beginning, and 1 do not regard his 
defeat before Richmond as arising from any fault 
| of his geveralship. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Fosrer 
|| inthe chair.) Does the Chair understand the Sen 
ator from Michigan toaccept the proposed amend- 
| ment as a part of the original resolution? 
Mr. CHANDLER. Certainly; | have no ob- 
| jection to it. 


||" ‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then it will be 
} 
| 





considered as added to the resolution, p 
‘| Mr. TRUMBULL. [| regard it as a little sin- 
gular that Senators who rise and deprecate the 
introduction of this resolution, and deprecate any 
division of opinion in the country in regard to our 
commanders, seek to lay it down as an undisputed 
|| question that General McClellan has done exactly 
right. The Senator from Indiana, in his speech, 
says General McClellan has been assailed but he 
docs not stop to defend himself. He does not enter 
the newspapers, nor do his friends forhim. The 
|| Senator from Missouri says he has unbounded 





| confidence in General McClellan. The Senator 
sula, as a great blunder—a military blunder. 1 | 


Jefferson Davis would not have ordered, but J || any opinion w 


from Delaware thinks that General McClellan has 
done exactly right. Now, sir, without expressing 
General McClellan has done 
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exactly right or not, without expressing any con- 
fidence or want of confidence in Gencral McClel- 
lan, | am surprised that Senators should insist 
that the whole expression of opinion should be 
one way in regard to while they deprecate any- 
thing being said on the other side. 

r. HENDERSON. I desire to ask the Sen- 
ator a question with his consent. 

Mr. TRUMBULL, Certainly. 

Mr. HENDERSON. | desire to ask him, if it 
shall be the determination of the Senate after this 
information comes in that General McClellan is 
incompetent, what will the Senate do; what will 
he advise the Senate-to do? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I suppose that is no por- 
tion of the object of the resolution. We all know 
that the Senate cannot appoint the officers of the 
Army. Wecan advise and consent to such names 
as are sefitus; but we cannot of ourselves remove 
men. The expression of the opinion of the Sen- 
ate might have some effect, perhaps, upon the 
country and upon the Executive; | do not know 
how much. 

Mr. HENDERSON. If the Senator will per- 
mit me, my object in making the remarks I did 
was this: & thought if there were any facts as to 
his incompetency or disloyalty in the possession 
of any Senator, they should be communicated to 
the proper ee the department having the 
Oe resident of the United States—and 

t him remove him at once; and I said the country 
would acquiesce in it, and I believe it would. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. What I found fault with 
was that these Senators should insist upon mag- 
nifying General McClellan, and then insist that 
nothing should be said about him by anybody 
else. You are entirely at liberty to say that he 
has done exactly right; and the Senator from In- 
diana, with « strange forgetfulness of what is in 
the newspapers, and what bas been in the news- 
papers for a year, rises in his place in the Senate 
and says that nobody enters into the newspapers 
to defend General McClellan. Has not the Sen- 
ator from Indimne read the newspapers for the last 
ten days? Have they not been filled with articles 
showing the strategic ability of the commander 
before Richmond? a they not been filled with 
articles showing with what ability he was draw- 
ing the rebels into a trap? Has not the Senator 
from Indiana seen all this? 

The Senator from Missouri says he has un- 
bounded confidence in General McClellan, I said 
i should — no opinion about it, either of a 
want of confidence in him or not; but | wish to ask 
the Senator from Missouri a question. General 
McClellan was placed at the head of the army here 
almost a year ago, subordinate only to Lieutenant 
General Scott at that time, having everything his 
own way superseding General Scott about the 
ist of November, having the control of all the 
armies of the United States, all the forces subject 
to his order, for it is well known that he was not 
interfered with by the President or anybody else; 
a high officer in the Government announced that 
within sixty or ninety days the rebellion was to 
becrushed; another high officer of the Govern- 
ment in the city of New York proclaimed that b 
the 15th of January the rebels were to be driven 
away. If the Senator from Missouri had been 
told that all the armies of the United States, half 
a million of men, were to be placed under the con- 
trol of a single individual, and that individual 
was to have d under his immediate com- 
mand two hundred and thirty thousand men, as 
we are told here, with authority to control the 
other troops throughout the Union, and he was 
to hold these men under his command not only for 
sixty or ninety days, but through the whole sea- 
son of the fall of the year, through the whole win- 
ter, through the whole spring, and into midsuin- 
mer,and never make one attack upon the rebels— 
would he have selected that man as the one in 
wnom he had unbounded confidence if he had 
been told that last July, a ago? Would he 
have selected an individual te command who has 
done that thing? The Secretaries connected with 
the Administration differently. Is that 
satisfactory to the Senator from Missouri, that he 
rises here in his place to express his unbounded 
confidence-—— 

Mr. HENDERSON. Does the Senator desire 
an answer at this time? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I am catirely willing to 
hear the answer if the Senator desires to make it. 





Mr. HENDERSON. I will state very frankly 
that | myself thought Manassas ought to have 
been attacked, I was of that impression during 
the full and an early part of the winter. But, sir, 
I do not profess to ee the number of troops be- 
hind the rebel intrenchments at Manassas; | do 
not profess to know the discipline and the skill of 
the officers and men that General McClellan had 
under him at the time; I do not exactly know the 
topography of the country at Manassas; 1 do not 
know a great many things that would enter into 
and make a part of the difficulties and the advant- 
ages of an attack on Manassas. [| amno military 
man. I wentinto the field once in Missouri merely 
to fight off the guerrillas who were attempting to 
fight me out of the State; but I never did profess 
to be a military man. I know nothing about mili- 
tary science, and I am not competent to pass an 
opinion upon the propriety or impropriety of Gen- 
eral McClellan’s conduct in front of Manassas. 

But, sir, I will repeat what I said before, that 
in my opinion the Senator from Illinois, as well 
as the greater portion of the country at large, has 
been in error in regard to the strength of the reb- 
els. I recollect when General Sherman, in Ken- 
tucky, at one time said it would require one hun- 
dred thousand men—[Mr. Davis. Two hundred 
thousand|—to proceed through the State of Ken- 
tucky, the newspapers throughout the land said 
he was deranged. I recollect that afterwards, 
when our forces undertook to go through the State 
of Kentucky, it required over one hundred thou- 
sand men. I recollect also that General Frémont, 
in my own State, with what was called a well- 
appointed army, placed rightin front of the rebels 
of southwest Missouri, dic certainly suffer a rebel 
army to come to the center of the State of Mis- 
souri and take the city of Lexington, reducing the 

arrison, and taking the property of the United 

tatesatthatgarrison. Sir, when youlook around, 
you will find that our gencrals everywhere have 
found this rebellion a littl stronger than the peo- 
ple at home anticipated. Why, sir, but a short 
time ago, General Hunter himself, as I under- 
stand, believing that it would be an easy job to 
take the rebel fortifications on James Island, 
found our army repulsed and himself very badly 
whipped. It is because we have underrated the 
— of the rebels, and we have done it from the 

eginning, and we ought to wake up to a proper 
knowledge of it. My understanding is, that Gen- 
eral McClellan has informed the War Department 
since he went to Yorktown that he never could 
approach Richmond with the army he then had. 
I do not say that that is so, because | am not in 
the confidence of the War Department; but ifit be 
true, it was right that General McClellan should 
not attack Richmond, and in that attack destroy 
hisarmy. I say it was altogether proper, if he 
had not troops enough to move, ond believe he 
did not have—that is my conscientious conviction; 
I may be in error—he ought not to have made an 
attack, because by attacking he would have de- 
stroyed hisarmy. The same may have been the 
case in front of Manassas. If it be true that there 
were but thirty thousand men in those fortifica- 
tions, then an attack ought to have been made last 
fall; but if it be true, as I honestly believe, that 
there were one hundred and fifty thousand men 
behind those fortifications, then 1 say it was a 
matter of extremely doubtful propriety. . 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 1 did not give way with 
the view of the Senator’s going into an argument. 
I supposed he wanted to ask some question or 
make some explanation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Itis the priv- 
ilege of the Senator at any time to recall his right 
to the floor. 

Mr. erent. I believe the Senator is 


Mr. HENDERSON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The very thing of which 
I complain in the Senator from Missouri and other 
Senators, is, that while he disavows being a mil- 
itary man, or having sufficient know to pass 
judgment upon the conduct of armies, he all the 


nguage which mortal man could em- 

ploy on this very occasion. He said he had un- 
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_ Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. President-— 











overestimated the strength of the enemy. 
have been acting on the defensive; and that was 





time aera He has passed it in the’ 
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Mr. TRUMBULL. I will give way if it is 


merely to ask a question or for explanation, but 


| L eannot give way to another speech. 


Mr, HENDERSON. I desire to say that when 


| | said | had the utmost confidence in General Mc- 
| Clellan, it was in reply to the Senator from Michi- 
_gan. I understood that Senator to doubt his loy- 
alty,and J said that | had undoubted confidence in 


the loyalty of General McClellan. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Now, | wish to say a word 


in regard to this over and underestimating the 
force of the enemy. The Senator speaks of the 
defeat of General Hunter, and says that he had 
under estimated the enemy. 


Why, sir, General 
Hunter had nothing to do with the attack upon 


James Island; and | am sorry the Senator from 
| Missouri should do General Hunter the injustice 
to couple his name with the repulse in that attack. 
He is known notto have been there, and I under- 
stand he arrested the officer who made the attack. 
| Surely, General Hunter is not to be held respons- 
| ible for a thing which is done by a subordinate offi- 
cer without his knowledge or consent, and whom 
he has reproved for doing the act. 


I disagree entirely with the Senator from Mis- 


souri about our underestimating the strength of 
the enemy. The very difficulty under which we 


have labored from the beginning is, that we have 
We 


the point to which | wanted to bring the Senator 
from Missouri when he interrupted me before. 
We are engaged in a war to put down rebellion. 
It is not a war with an independent nation, where 
we may wait for that nation to attack us; but it 


is a war with rebels, and for every day that it is 
prolonged, strength and power are given to the 


rebels; their government becomes consolidated; 


men become accustomed to the government; the 


interests of men become identified with it. They 


borrow money, and the man who loans the money, 
although it be by force, is then interested in main- 


taining the government that he may get his pay. 


Officers are elected and appointed, and thereby 


become interested in that government. The very 
trouble has been that we have overestimated the 
strength of the enemy, and have acted upon the de- 
fensive. The question | wanted to put to the Sen- 
ator from Missouri was, if any man could have 
his unbounded confidence who had been placed 
at the head of all the armies of this Union for the 
purpose of putting-down a rebellion, and for a 
year had not struck ablow? Has the army under 
the command of the general who has his un- 
bounded confidence ever made an attack, or has 
it waited to be attacked on every occasion? Can 
a rebellion ever be put down by acting on the de- 
fensive, by building intrenchments, and waiting 
for the rebels to come and attack you? 

I have heard the strength of these rebels stated 
here time and again, and magnified twofold. The 
Senator from Pennsylvania {Mr. Cowan] the other 
day talked about seven or eight million people 
Why, sir, there are in the southern States engaged 
in this rebellion, including the State of Virginia, 
for you must not include Maryland; you must not 
include Delaware; you must not include Missouri; 
you must not include Kentucky; and now youcan 
scarcely include Tennessee—but in all these rebel 
States, including Virginia with them, and of course 
it is unjust to include a large part of Virginia— 
taking the entire population of Virginia, and giv- 
ing them all the southern States, excluding those 
I have named, and there are about eight million 

ople in all, and nearly half of them are sluves. 

here are only four or five million white people 
with whom we are contending; a very little jarger 
population than there isin the State of New York; 
and the whole rebel States are not equal to-day in 
arms, in the materials of war, or anything else, 
to the State of New York alone She is compact; 
she could bring her men intw the field promptly, 
while these southern States eatend over thousands 
of miles, with a scattered pcpulytion, and a large 
slave ion that woulr bece, to some extent, 
to be looked after, if the Unton srmies would cease 
to watch them; and yet we are told we have un- 
derrated their strength Sir, we have overesti- 
mated it, and waited to act upon the defensive, in- 
stead of striking this.wicked rebellion, and crush- 
ing it by active movements upon it, that has been 
the trouble, and I am unwilling that thie remarks 
of Senators, founded such false premises, 
should go out ied to in the Senate. That 
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is my excuse for saying anything upon the pres- 
ent occasion. 

I shall not go into the conduct of General Mc- 
Clellan. I willexpress no opinion of my own 
about it. The country can judge when it sees 
the results. The country sces that weeks and | 
months were spent in digging intrenchments and | 
throwing up fortifications, and that thousands of | 
lives were sacrificed, and yet when the enemy ap- 
proaches, your intrenchments are left and your 
guns hauled away without scarcely an appearance 
of battle. The great battles that have been fought 
in frontof Richmond, where our men have shown 
themselves equal to any men that were ever mus- 
tered upon a battle-field, were fought whenever 
they had an oppdrtunity. Those battles wereall 
fought outside of the intrenchments and on the 
retreat, and the enemy had all the benefit which 
the inspiration of pursuing a retreating foe could 
give them. We know, sir, that the retreat was 
ordered from the other side of the Chickahom- 
iny without any considerable battle having taken 
place on Friday night. True, sir,a battle had taken 
place on the north side of the Chickahominy in 
which a small portion of our troops were engaged, 
where they were met and overwhelmed by supe- 
rior numbers. I presume that is so, because it 
would be very easy for the rebels to bring to bear 
a superior force upon twenty-five or thirty thou- 
sand of our men, when it would have been utterly 
impossible for them to bring to bear a superior 
force on one hundred thousand of our men. 

I hope that this resolution may be passed, and 
that we may get thisinformation. Let the coun- 
try understand where the fault is, if there is any. 
They will put it upon the right shoulders, and they 
are in earnest in regard to this rebellion. They 
have the power, they have the heart, and they are 
determined to crush this rebellion, and whether it 
shall require three hundred thousand men or three 
million men, I believe the power exists and the 
will exists to crush the rebellion, and [ believe it 
will be done. I think the best way to do it is to let 
the people see everything that is going on. Ido 
not distrust them. Let them understand it, and 
if it is necessary to sacrifice fifty or one hundred 
thousand men in front of Richmond in order to 
put down the rebellion, the people will make the 
sacrifice, They would prefer not to doit, if it could 
be put down without; but they are ready, I think, 
to make whatever sacrifice shall be required to 
accomplish the object. : 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I move to 
take up the bill which is the special order. 

Several Senators. Let us vote. 

Mr. CHANDLER. If the Senator will give 
way, I think we can have a vote. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I have given 
way three or four times, and we have got speech 
after speech. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I hope the Senator from 
Massachusetts will not give way. This debate 
will last all day. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Will the Senator give way 
if the call of the yeas and nays can commence at 
once? . 

_Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I would 
give way if | thought we could have a vote. 

Mr. CHANDLER. IL hope the Clerk will call 
the roll, if the Senator will give way. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Clerk will 
not cail the roll until the debate has terminated. 

_Mr. CARLILE. I move to amend the resolu- 
tion. I am not going to argue it. | move to strike 
out ‘* May,”’ in the ninth line, and insert ** July.’’ 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That is in, on the motion 
of the Senator from Minnesota, [Mr. Rice.] 

Mr, CARLILE. No. I wish this alteration 
made in the ninth line, to make it conform to the 
amendment adopted on the suggestion of the Sen- 
ator from Minnesota, That will bring the cor- 
respondence down to the Ist of July. 

Mr. CHANDLER. IL accept that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Theresolution 
will be so modified. 

Mr, WILSON, of Massachusetts. 1 now move 
sf to the consideration of Senate bill No. 


wont SHERMAN and others, Let us take the 
now, 
Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Senators 
x take the yote, Very well. 


sa 
r, DAVIS. I have an amendment that I want 
to offer, . : 
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not be any speaking on it, I shall not object, 

Mr. DAVIS. I offer an amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Massachusetts moves that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of Senate bill No. 384. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I withdraw 
that for the purpose of taking a vote on this res- 
olution. Senators say they will take the vote at 
once. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The resolution 
of the Senator from Michigan is before the Senate. 

Mr. DAVIS. [| offer an amendment, to add to 
the resolution: 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. If there will | 


And all General McClellan’s correspondence with the 
President and the War Department during the period of 
time embraced by this resolution. 

Mr. CHANDLER. If the Senator will pardon 
me, all that is not inconsistent with the public ser- 
vice is already called for in the resolution. 

Mr. DAVIS. Ido not understand that the cor- 
respondence on the part of General McClellan is 
called for. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Certainly; it is all in. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. We want 
the whole facts of the case. 

Mr. DAVIS. Ido not insist on the amend- 
ment, but I want to be heard about ten minutes 
on the resolution. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Then I must 
renew my motion. 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. Itis moved that 
the Senate resume the consideration of the bill No. 
384. ; 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think we shall gain time 
by disposing of the resolution. 

The question being put, there were twelve ayes. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Rather than 
divide the Senate, I give it up. | see the majority 
does not sustain the motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion is 
withdrawn. 

Mr. DAVIS. I do not intend to make much of 
an infliction upon the Senate, but I will speak ac- 
cording to my own judgment and discretion. 
intend to vote for this resolution, and I am op- 
posed to much secrecy in matters of State at any 
rate. I understand that what has produced this 
resolution has been the assaults in the newspapers 
that have been made within a short time upon the 
Secretary of War. When that officer was appoint- 
ed and was inducted into office, no man was more 
gratified with the-appointment than | was, and I 
do not know but what the Secretary of War has 
mainly and essentially, in his official conduct, dis- 
charged his duty with ability and fidelity. I have 
not the information and I am not competent to 
pass a judgment upon it, and I do not intend to 
attempt to do so. 

But here is that for which I censure the Secre- 
tary of War, for which I think he deserves cen- 
sure. Inashorttime after his appointment to this 
office he evidently manifested a very great hostil- 
ity to the then commander-in-chief of the Army, 
and thatcommander-in-chief was General McClel- 
lan. We recollectthe time when the lamented Gen- 
eral Lander had a skirmish up in the valley of 
Virginia, where he displayed the greatest gallantry 
and where he had a small yet brilliant success. 
The Secretary of War, in a proclamation pub- 
lished in the newspapers, commended the gal- 
lantry and the good conduct, very justly, too, of 
General Lander; but there was language in that 

roclamation that the country understood and that 

understood, and that I have no doubt was in- 
tended to reflect strongly and directly upon the 
course of Genera] McClellan and the manner in 
which he was managing the army immediately 
under his command. It had been given out by 
the friends of General McClellan before, that the 
reason he did not make military movements from 
his encampment on the other side of the Potomac 
was, the condition of the roads rendered a forward 
movement impracticable; and the proclamation of 
the Secretary of War was to this purport; that not- 
withstanding the condition of the roads, or in de- 
fiance of their condition, General Lander had un- 
dertaken a military expedition, and had conducted 
it to such a successful result. 

Mr. President, there is another reason why I 
condemn the Secretary of War. We all know 
that he entered into an intrigue in the Cabinet to 
induce the President to’ remove General McClellan 
from his office, and that he persisted for some time 
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with great industry and energy to press it wpon 
the President; but the confidence of the President 
could not be shaken. 

_ Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I think that 
is a mistake, 

Mr. DAVIS. That is my information; and my 
information furthermore is that General MeClel- 
lan, Imconsequence of this intrigue, headed and 
conducted by the Secretary of War, was induced 
to lay his plan of campaign before a board of gen- 
eral officers, twelve in number probably, and ex- 
pressed to the President that if this military board 
should condemn his plan of campaign, hie com- 
mission was at the Service of the President, and 
that he would retire promptly from his command; 
butthat board examined carefully and deliberately 
Its plan of campaign, and cight officers of the 
twelve approved it and four disapproved it, 

| know, not from my own knowledee, but from 
the most reliable authority, that the Seeretary of 
War has been inimical to General McClellan, and 
that he has time after time controverted his earm- 
city for his command; and I know from men who 
have visited the War Department that a stream of 
disparagement and detraction has issued trom the 
War Office against General McClellan, and that 
men high in that office have been engaged in that 
work of disparagement. I condemn the Secretary 
of War for that course, if it be true, and that itis 
true I have upon good authority. 

Well, Mr. Presniont, instead of the Secretary of 
War detracting from the commander-in-chief and 
endeavoring to destroy the confidence of the Sen- 
ate, of the country, and of the Army in him, it 
was his duty as a faithful officer to have upheld 
the confidence of the country, of the Congress of 
the United States, and of the Army, in the com- 
mander-in-chief. 

Mr. MORRILL. Will the Senator allow me 
to make a single inquiry? 

Mr. DAVIS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MORRILL. These charges certainly are 
of the gravest possible character; and | desire 
simply to know whether, when the Senator saya 
we all know them, he is stating matter of history, 
or whether he is stating this upon his own inform: 
ation and belief, or whether he is stating what 
he states as matter of rumor. I think he should 
be specific when a high Cabinet officer is arraigned 
so severely. 2 

Mr. DAVIS. I willanswer the honorable Sen- 
ator from Maine. I will move for a committee of 
inquiry, and if the Senate will grant me a com- 
mittee of inquiry, I will establish some of these 
material facts. I know and believe all of theq. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Will the Senator allow 
me to make a correction? 

Mr. DAVIS. Certainly. 

Mr. CHANDLER. "The Senator has alluded 
to the council of war which was held. The facts 
have not been Sr represented to him. That 
council of war was held, but it was held upon this 
proposition: that the enemy should be left in- 
trenched in force at Manassas, that the Potomac 
should be left blockaded, and that the ar.ny of the 
Potomac should be taken to Annapolis by railroad, 
and there shipped to attack the enemy in the rear. 
That was the object of the council of war. And 
the council of war decided that they would do it; 
but the President and the Secretary of War ever- 
ruled that decision of the council of war, and com- 
pelled them to go out and attack Manassas, and 
raise the blockade. It is proper that the facts 
should be known. ' 

Mr. DAVIS. I have no access to the official 
and authentic facts; but if the Senate, as I shall 
move, will grant a committee of inquiry, I will 
prove, I think, upon the Secretary of War, his 
hostility te General McClellan, and hi« attempts 
to dieparage him, and to have him removed from 
his command. 

Mr. MORRILL. Now, if the honorable Sen- 
ator will allow me to make a single suggestion, I 
desire to submit whether the honorable Senator 
thinks it is entirely just to the Secretary of War 
to make this criticism in advance of any informa- 
tion. 

Mr. DAVIS. 1 do it, Mr. President, because 
of the avowal of the Senator from Michigan. I 
do not recollect his language, but | understood 
him to say that he offered the resolution because 
of the attacks of the newspapers upon the Secre- 
tary of War. 

‘Mr. CHANDLER. No; that was notthe rea- 
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son assigned. I stated the fact to be so in answer | 
to the statement of the Senator from Indiana; but 
that was not the reason fcr the resolution, 

Mr. DAVIS. However, I will proceed, and I 
will soon come toaclose. Lam no military man. 
I do not pretend to have any military capacity or 
knowledge. I know something of results. 1 
know a defeat from a vicwry. know, further, 
that there ought not to be any discord or want of 
confidence between the Secretary of War and the 
commander-in-chief and the President, and that 
they all ought to be endeavoring to uphold each 
other and the confidence which the country and 
the army have ineach of them. lam notable to 
give any reason upon facts for the expression of 
this confidence, but I have full confidence in Gen- 
eral McClellan, and [ have confidence in General 
Halleck, and 1 do not believe there is a man in 
the Army of the United States who has proved 
himself, by his achievements in the field and his 
munagement of armies, fit to be at the head of such 
a vast army as these two generals have been and 
are now commanding, excepting those two gen- 
erals themselves. Our armies heretofore have been 
eight thousand, ten thousand, fifteen thousand, | 
twenty thousand. 1| believe twenty thousand was | 
a greater army than was ever under the command 
of a single officer of the United States until this | 
rebellion. The Duke of Wellington was asked, 


men there were in Europe who could handle prop- 
erly one hundred thousand men. With all his 
experience in India, in the Peninsular war, in 
Jelgium, and his final triumph at Waterloo, he 
said there was but one man in Europe who could 
handle an army of that magnitude. It is not at 
all remarkable that our best and our ablest com- 
manders should haveexhibited some mistakes and | 
some blunders when they were suddenly placed | 
in command of such large masses of men. | have 
confidence, I say, in General McClellan. That | 
confidence is unbroken. I may misplace that con- | 
fidence, and he may not be worthy of it. 
As to my confidence, it is a maiter of no con- 
sideration; but as to the confidence of the Presi- 
dent and of the country and of the Senate, they 
are matters of much Gales serious import; and if 
General McClellan is not worthy of thatconfidence 
his incompetency ought to be revealed, and he 
ought to be removed from his command. If that 
is to be his fate, let it be so; but I do not believe 
that it will so turnout, Wealllearn that hisarmy, 
rank and file, have for him the strongestattachment 
and confidence. I am in possession of thé facts, 
as the whole country is, in relation to his military 
operations from the time that his right flank on 
the Chickahominy was attacked, from the time 
that he commenced his maneuver of removing that 
right flank to form his left upon the James river; 
and I am in possession of the facts that attended | 
his falling back, not his defeats, but his successful | 
falling back from before Richmond against the on- | 
set of a force twice the number of his own army | 
to Harrison’s Landing; and according to my poor | 
judgment there is no man in America that in all | 
these operations, so arduous and difficult, taxing 
to the utmost his military resources, and also the | 
courage, the constancy, and the heroism of his gal- 
lant army, who could have accomplished that re- | 
treat, if you so call it, in amore masterly manner 
than General McClellan did, There was no defeat | 
or demoralization of his army. .Whenever it was 
so pressed upon by the rebels, so greatly superior | 
in numbers, it beat them back, and he pursued | 
without any rout, but in order, his march to the | 








place that he had previously selected and marked || - 


out at which to make his stand. When he got it 
well into position, and was ready again to receive 
the assaults of the enemy, he addressed a short 
encouraging, and model proclamation to his un- 
conquered army, in which he declares that he will 
vet march them to Richmond, and that the Con- 
stitution shall be preserved. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts, Mr. Presi- 
dent, it was not my purpose to engage in this de- 
bate, for I deplore it. 1 believe it is of no advant- 
age to thecountry; but the Senator from Kentuck 
has made some statements to-day that I think 
ought not tq be allowed to pass without a word or 
two from me. It has so happened that, as chair- 
man of the Military Committee, I have been called 
to the War Office and had duties to perform there 
nearly every day of this session, and | say here, 
without hesitation or qualification, that I think the 
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a ' 
Senator from Kentucky is entirely mistaken in \ 
what he has said of the action of the Secretary of 


War towards General McClellan. I do not believe 
that the Secretary of War has ever engaged, with 
the President or with anybody else, in any in- 
trigue for General McClellan’s removal from the 
Army. 

on DAVIS. I did not charge it on the Pres- 
ident. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. The Sen- 
ator said something of the President—about the 
influence of the President, or something of that 
kind. I donot wish to misrepresent the Senator. 

Mr. DAVIS. I spoke of an intrigue to induce 
the President to dont. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I think my 
means of information are such that if any move- 
ment of that kind had been on foot, I should have 
known it, and to-day is the first time I have ever 
heard any statement of that kind. The statement 
that the Secretary of War habitually indulges in 
disparaging remarks of General McClellan 1 do 
not think is correct. The Secretary of War car- 
ried into that office great zeal, great industry, an 
earnest determination to use all the military power 
of the nation to suppress this rebellion as speedily 
as possible; and I have no doubt that movements 
which he regarded to be slow and dilatory of some 
of our generals in the field met with some censure 
at his hands; and he is, perhaps, sometimes too 

uick and too impetuous, but | believe that, take 
ley by day, and week by week, and month by 
month, his conversation and his action have been 
to sustain and uphold npt only General McClellan 
but every other general in the field. I think that 
he has shown an earnest determination in that di- 
rection. There was a difference in regard to the 
movement upon Richmond. There was a differ- 
ence in the Cabinet; there was a difference among 
military men; there was a difference among civil- 
Co 

I understand that there were three plans to go to 
Richmond. One, I think, originated with General 
Rosecranz, and that was to make the movement 
down the Shenandoah valley, because it wasa rich 
valley, which had notthen been overrun, and could 
furnish large supplies for the army in marching 
ov Richmond, and then it would approach Rich- 
mond from the right direction, throwing the enemy 
towards the tidewater. I understand the Secre- 
tary of War believed that to be the best mode to 
go to Richmond. There was another plan, to go 
to Fredericksburg, on the Rappahannock, and 
move on Richmond in that direction, nearly all the 


| forces moving on that line, which, while it assailed 


Richmond, protected Washington. Then there 
was what | understand to be General McClellan’s 
movement, which was the movement finally adopt- 
ed, to go to the peninsula and to move on Rich- 
mond in that direction. I know there were a great 
many men who believed that not to be the best 
movement, and they honestly entertained that 
opinion. They are confirmed in it now; but in 
entertaining that opinion they did not attack Gen- 
eral McClellan, nor intend to attack or impeach 
his loyalty or his ability. 

I say this simply because I believe I ought to 
say it, for itis my conviction and my judgment, 
in reply to the observations which the Senator from 
Kentucky has seen fit to make. I have no doubt 
the Senator from Kentucky believes the statements 
he has made are substantially correct. I think he 
has been misinformed, and that if the real facts 
could go out to the country, they would be very 
different from what he has stated. 

Now, sir, in regard to this vote, as I am upon 
the floor, I will simply say that I will vote for this 
resolution with no intention either to defend the 
Secretary of War or attack the Secretary of War, 
to defend General McClellan or attack General 
McClellan. As the subject has been introduced, 
I believe the information can do no harm to *ae 
country, and perhaps it may disabuse some erro- 
neous prejudices and opinions that exist. I. has 
been called for, and I do not think it would look 
well to vote itdown. I hope we shall have the 
vote at once. 

_ The PRBSIDING OFFICER. The question 
is On agreeing to the resolution. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I ask that it be read as it 
now stands. . 

The Secretary read it, as follows: . 


- Resolved, ‘That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to furnish for the use of the Senate all orders of the 
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Executive to Major General George B. McClellan, relative 
to the advance of the army of the Potomac upon Richmond, 
and all correspondence between the said General George 
B. McCletian and the Executive, including that with the 
War Department, not inconsistent with the public interests, 
from the date of the President’s General Order No. 1, Jan- 
uary 27, 1862, to the Ist day of July, 1862; likewise the 
numerical force of the army of the Potomac as shown by 
the morning rolls on the Ist days of November and De- 
cember, 1861, and January, February, March, and July, 
1862; the number of troops which General McClellan took 
to Fortress Monroe, the number at Fortress Monroe, and 
the number of reinforcements supplied him up to and in- 
cluding the 25th day of June, and that at the date of the 
departure of General McClellan for the peninsula; how 
many troops were under General Frémont in Western Vir- 
ginia, under General Banks in the valley of Virginia, what 
number was in front of Washington or between it and the 
Rappahannock, and within the intrenehments of Washing- 
tonand in and around Washington, aid what number of 
effective troops were actually in service under General 
McClellan in his engagements on the peninsula and before 
Richmond. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. I suggest that after the 
words, ** President of the United States,’’ in the 
first line, be inserted the clause, “if in his judg- 
ment it be not incompatible with the public in- 
terest,”’ 

Mr. CHANDLER. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE, It is not there. 

Mr. CHANDLER. If the Senator had paid 
attention, he would have known that it was there. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I have given my direct 
attention to the resolution, and I beg to say that 
the clause in a subsequent part of the resolution 
does not apply to the first part. I read it, and I 
listened to the reading, and listened on purpose 
to give my attention. The clause which is in the 
resolution does not apply to the first part of it at 
all, but applies simply to the amendment of the 
Senator from Randey. 

Mr. CHANDLER. [If the Senator thinks so, 
that clause may be placed where he wishes it in- 
stead of where it is. I intended it to cover the 
whole. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. After the word ‘* Presi- 
dent,’’ insert the words, ** if not in his judgment 
incompatible with the public interests,’ and then 
strike out what is said about the public interests 
in another portion of the resolution. 

Mr.CHANDLER. I accept that modification. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment will be made as suggested by the Senator 
from Wisconsin, the modification having been ac- 
cepted by the Senator from Michigan, the mover 
of the resolution. The question is on the resolu- 
tion as modified. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays 
resulted—yeas 34, nays 6; as follows: : 

YEAS—Messrs. Browning, Carlile, Chandler, Clark, Col- 
lamer, Cowan, Davis, Doolittle, Fessenden, Grimes, Hale, 
Harlan, Harris, Henderson, Howard, Howe, Kennedy,King, 
Lane of Indiana, Morrill, Pomeroy, Powell, Sherman, Sim- 
mons, Stark, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, Wil- 
kinson, Willey, Wilmot, Wilson of Massachusetts, and Wil- 
son of Missouri—34. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Foster, Lane of Kansas, Mc- 
Dougall, Saulsbury, and Wright—6. 


So the resolution was agreed to. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Morris, Chief Clerk, announced that the 

ouse had passed the following bill and joint res- 
olutions of the Senate: 

A bill (No. 119) confirming a land claim in the 
State of Lowa, and for other purposes; 

A joint resolution (No. 78) to suspend all pay- 
ments under the act approved 25th March, 1862, 
entitled ** An act to secure to the officers and men 
actually employed in the Western department, or 
department of Missouri, their pay, bounty, and 
pension,’”’ and for other purposes; and 

A joint resolution (No. 82) to provide for the 
presentation of ** medals of honor’’ to the enlisted 
men of the Army and volunteer forces, who have 
distinguished or may distinguish themselves in 
battle during the present rebellion. 

The message further announced that the House 
had passed the following bill and joint resolu- 
tions; in which it requested the concurrence of the 
Senate: 

A bill (Nvu.511) to amend an act entitled “An 
act to reduce the expenses of the survey and sale 
of the public lands in the United States,” approved 
May 30, 1862; 

“A joint resolution (No. 81) authorizing the Sec- 
retary of the Interior to expend from a fund in the 
United States ‘Treasury, belonging to the Winne- 
bago Indians, the sum of $50,000, or so much 


It is there. 
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thereof as may be necessary, for the benefit of said 
Indians; and ; 

A joint resolution (No. 84) for the relief of pre- 
emptors on the home reservation of the Winne- 
bagoes, in the Blue-earth region in the State of 
Minnesota, 


CARMACK AND RAMSEY. 


The message also announced that the House 
had insisted upon its amendment to the joint res- 
olution (S. No. 89) in relation to the claim of Car- 
mack & Ramsey, disagreed to by the Senate, 
agreed to the conference asked by the Senate on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon, 
and had appointed Mr. James M. Asuverof Ohio, 
Mr. Scuvuyver Coxrrax of Indiana, and Mr. Ep- 
win H. Wessrter of Maryland, managers at the 
same on its part. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message furtherannounced thatthe Speaker 
of the House of Representatives had signed the fol- 
lowing enrolled bills and joint resolution; which | 
thereupon received the signature of the President 

o tempore: 

A bill (H. R. No. 328) for the relief of Louisa 
Abert Byrne. 

A bill (H. R. No. 393) making further appro- | 
priations for sundry civil expenses of the Govern- | 
ment for the year ending 30th of June, 1863, and 
additional appropriations for the year ending 30th 
of June, 1862. 

A bill (AH. R. No. 556) to change the place of 
holding the circuit and district courts of the Uni- 
ted States for the district of West Tennessee. 

A joint resolution (H.R. No. 71) providing for 
the distribution of surplus copies of the Biennial 
Register for 1861, among the several bureaus in 
the Executive Departments. 


SERVICE OF MILITIA. 


On motionof Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts, 
the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill (S. No. 384) 
to amend the act calling forth the militia to exe- 








cute the laws of the Union, suppress insurrections, 


and repel invasions, approved February 28, 1795. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Fostrerin 


the chair.) The Senator from lowa{Mr. Grimes] | 


moved an amendment to the bill, and the Senator 
from Ohio [Mr. SHerman] moved an amendment 
to the ainendment. The amendments will be read. 
Mr. GRIMES. It is hardly necessary, I sup- } 
pose, to reread my amendment. It was yesterday 
agreed that we should consiter it by sections, and | 
1 now desire to make a verbal alteration in the 
ninth line of the first section, which is the section 
under consideration, by inserting after ‘* fed’’ the 
words, ** and clothed;’’ so as to make the clause 
read, ‘* and they shall be fed and clothed, and paid | 








such compensation for their services as they may 
agree to receive when enrolled.” 
Mr. SHERMAN. I intended to move to strike 
out that last clause, because I think the compen- 
sation ought not to be left to the quartermasters, 
who probably will have to settle it, but ought to 
be fixed by law. I hope, therefore, the Senator 
from lowa will agree to strike out that clause and 
to provide the rate of compensation in the third 
section. I make the suggestion, because, if it be | 
left open, it will be left in a great measure to the | 
quartermasters, and there will be different rules | 
in regard to the pay, and difficulties may occur. | 
Mr. GRIMES. T have not noticed the amend- | 
ment of the Senator from Ohio. I suggest that the 


alteration | propose be adopted, and then I will 
look at the amendment he has proposed. 

Mr. KING, Theamendment has not been acted 
on, and | suppose the Senator from lowa may 
modify it as he chooses. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Iowa may modify his own amendment. 

Mr.GRIMES. I modify itas{ have suggested, 
by inserting the words ‘‘ and clothed’’ after ‘‘fed.”” | 
_ The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment as amended. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Is that the first section? 
on PRESIDING OFFICER. The first sec- 

n. 

_ Mr. SHERMAN. I moveto amend it by strik- 
ing out the words, “and they shall be fed and 
clothed, and paid such compensation for their ser- 
Vices as they may agree toreceive when enrolled.” 

Mr. KING. I whether, when those 

words are struck out, it may not be as well to in- 





sert in that section the provision we wish to make || that is not wise, 


in regard to pry. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I prefer to put in a separate 


section by itself defining the pay. I think itought | 
to be defined by law, and not left indefinite, or so | 


indefinite as this would leave it. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to; and the question recurred on the first section 
of Mr. Grimes’s amendment, as amended, 

Mr. KING. [ask that the proposition be read 
as it now stands. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 

And be it further enacted, That the President be, and he 
is hereby, anthorized to receive into the service of the Uni- 


ted States, for the purpose of constracting intreachments, 
or performing camp service, or any other labor, or any mil- 


itary or naval service for which they may be found compe- | 


tent, persons of African descent; and such persons shall 
he enrolled and organized under such regulations, not in- 
consistent with the Constitution and laws, as the President 
may prescribe. 

Mr.COWAN. Ishould like to ask now if there 
is anything in the laws which confines the Presi- 
dent or the War Department in raising armies to 
men of any particular color, nationality, or kin- 
dred? . 

Mr. COLLAMER. Does the Senator inquire 
of me? 


Mr.COWAN. Iask the question of somebody. | 
Iam not very familiar with these laws myself. | 
We have authority under the Constitution to raise | 
armies. I know that Irishmen, Germans, Scotch- | 
men, Frenchmen, may be eniisted. Now, I should | 

| like to know whether a negro may be enlisted in 


the regular Army. . 

Mr. COLLAMER. So far as I understand, 
there is no law prohibiting the enlistment of col- 
ored men. 


Congress, in 1792, passed a law for organizing 
the militia, and in that law it was provided that 
the militia should be composed of all free white 


| male citizens, between the ages of eighteen and 
forty-five years; and therefore, when the militia | 


are called into the United States service, it in- 
cludes only white male citizens; but in relation 
to the Army there is no law forbidding the enlist- 
ment of colored people, so far as | can ascertain. 
I speak with a pet degree of confidence, upon 
the examination I have given the laws. 

I see that some confusion has come over us in 


| regard to volunteers and militia. Volunteers are 


really militia raised by the States, commissioned 
by the Governors. Asa corps it is unknown to 
the Constitution by the name of volunteers. That 
term has grown up in comparatively modern 
times. There was no such thing known to us 
during the last war with Great Britain, except 
that I believe an act was passed in the second year 
of the war for engaging volunteers, and we had 


sioned by the President for one year’s service, as 
United States volunteers. But what are called-the 
volunteers received from the militia, instead ofa 
draft of the militia, originated in the Mexican war, 
and that idea has been continued down to this 
time; but they were regarded as volunteer militia, 
and commissioned accordingly. We have govinto 
alittle confusion about it at this time, because last 


summer, after passing an act allowing the Presi- | 


dent to call upon the States for their quota, we 
passed another act declaring that the President 
might accept volunteers in cases where he did not 
call upon the States according to their quota. I 
believe the President, undef that act, gave out 
orders for regiments and brigades. 
Sickles brigade was organized in that way, as 
United States volunteers, and, 1 suppose, commis- 
sioned by the President. 


thing. The drafting of the militia which this bill 
talks of and provides for was in the day of it, that 
is, in 1792, when the first act was passed, a plain, 
straight business. Jt was so during the last war 
with Great Britain, when | had personal occasion 
to know something about it, for I served in the 
militia myself as a subaltern for one campaign in 
the war of 1812. 

The first thing to which I would call attention 
is, that then the service of the militia was limited 
to six months. Jn the present bill it is proposed 
to leave that entirely to the President. I think 
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They are engaged in the Navy, and | 
have always been, to some extent. We have no | 
law prohibiting their enlistment in the Army. | 
The Constitution provides that the militia shall | 
be organized according to act of Congress; and | 


| one regiment from the State of Maine, commis- | 
> ’ 


I think the | 


The idea of volunteers | 
as substitutes for drafted militia is entirely a new | 


| 
| 
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because it will amount, or may 
amount, really to conscription. During the war 
of 1812, 1] remember that there was an attempt to 
make a classification of the militia, and a system 
of conscription bills was introduced for that pur- 
pose, but they entirely failed in Congress. In no 
form would Congress adopt anything like the Eu- 
ropean conscription. Now, if the President of the 
United States is, by this bill, to be elothed with 
| — to call out the militia in such numbers as 
he thinks proper, and to limit their service as he 
| chooses, to three years or during the war—for this 
| bill leaves it unlimited—tI say, if we adopt a sys- 
|, tem to allow him to draft the militia and fix the 
time of their service, and to say that they sball 
serve for that time, it is conscription. It is draft. 
ing men without limitation, entirely at Exeeutive 
_ control, in the numbers that he pleases and for the 
time that he pleases. Thatis conscription. I do 
notsuppose that what I personally think about itis 
| a matter of any sort of consequence, except as to 
| one vote, but] want the proposition put into plain 
English and distinctly understood. 1 shal! vote 
| against any proposition of this+kind, and L do it 
|| beeause it 1s conscription unlimited in time and 
unlimited in numbers. Itis a power that I will 
vest in no President, and I follow the example of 
a period when even our capital was taken by a 
foreign enemy, and then Congress would not do it. 
I shall move, ifno oneelse does, in due time, that 
the period of service shall be limited, not exceed- 
ing six months, and in that I shall follow prece- 
|| dentandearly experience. The militia, when called 
|| out, should be called for a campaign, no more, 
That was the experience of the war of 1812, and 
that precedent was founded on the experience of 
the Revolution. They never made their drafts of 
militia during the Revolution except for a cam- 
paign, and six months covera campaign in most 
of the country. If the time were fixed even ata 
year, it wool relieve the bill very much from the 
difficulty which is in my mind; but six months | 
think the better period, according to our early 
practice. Itishardly worth while to call out the 
militia during the winter, to spend their ume in 
winter quarters, when they are of nouse. When 
you call out the militia, you call them on the 
ground that they can be of immediate relief and 
' use; andif so, you should call them during an ac- 
tive campaign early inthe spring, and relieve them 
in the fall. They did so in the Revolution; they 
did it in the last war with England. Personally, 
I went out in the month of June, and returned in 
the month of December. 

There seems to me to be some confusion about 

/ another matter. This bill provides that when the 

militia shall be called gut, they shall be organized 

as volunteers are organized, and the officers ap- 

pointed for them by the General Government. 

| Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. No; they 
are to be organized the same as the volunteer 
force called out last year. The regimental and 
company officers are commissioned by the Gov- 

| ernors of the States. 

Mr.COLLAMER. The proposition now pend- 
ing, as | have it before me in print, provides in 
the first section that colored people shall be a part 

| of the militia. 

Mr.GRIMES. No; thathas been substituted 
by another provision. 

Mr. COLLAMER. What has become of the 
one which I have before me? 

Mr. GRIMES. It has been withdrawn. 

Mr. KING. The Senator from lowa adopted 
the first two sections of a bill I offered and with- 

| drew the section he had offered, which will ex- 
plain it fully to the Senator from Vermont. 

Mr. COLLAMER. When the militia are 
drafied, as | understand, they are drafted with all 

|| their officers. For instance, if you want enough 
from Massachusetts to make a brigade, the order 
goes for a brigade, including its general, and all 
the drafts are made of all the necessary officers all 
the way down. The militia are to have their own 
| generals as much as they have their own coloneis, 
‘| 1 am not now talking of volunteers. Volunteers 
| come out in godern times by regiments, the offi- 
_ cers of which are commissioned by the Governor, 
and the general officers appointed by the Presi- 
dent. But in relation to the militia, the idea that 
they can be organized, as is suggested by the last 
section of the bill, as volunteers, will notdo. If 
you draft the militia, they come with all their offi- 
cers, generals and all, according to the Constitu- 
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tion. Yon cannot, therefore, undertake to organ- 
ize them by way of appointing generals for them, 
as you do for volunteers. If thatis what is meant 
by the provision, it will not do. I have not had 
time to prepare amendments, and I do not know 
exactly where they are needed, but I do see that 
there are these difficulties which should be pro- 
vided for in the bill. 

I now come to another topic, and that is the 
second section of the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from lowa. The first section provides that 
the President may receive into the service of the 
United States, for the purpose of constructing in- 
trenchments or performing camp service, and so 
on, people of African descent, and that ae shall 
be enrolled and organized under such regulations 
consistent with the Constitution and laws, as the 
President may prescribe. I have no objection to 
make to that, though I do not wish to leave it pre- 
cisely with that statement. I never could under- 
stand, and do not now understand, why the Gov- 
ernment of the United States has not the right to 
the use of every man in it, black or white, for its 
defense, and every horse, every particle of prop- 
erty, every dollar in money of every man in it, 
That is the eminentdomain. The details of laws 
are only the mode of carrying the power into ef- 
fect; but as to the power itself, I cannot conceive 
that there is any doubt; indeed { do not know that 
anybody has ever really suggested any. As to the 
using of colored men, thatis entirely a question of 
expediency, whether you need them, whether you 
ean use them to advantage; and that depends on so 
many contingencies that I have always supposed 
the President, the generals, the men who are man- 
aging the war, actually engineering it along if you 
please, would lay their hands upon and use all 
means and appliances to that end which they 
found necessary. If genthemen think it is any 
better to put it into a law that the President may 
do that, if that will help the matter, I have no sort 
of objection. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. 
sary. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Then I have no objection. 
It is a mere detail ofa mode of getting at it. I have 
not much to say about my confidence in colored 
men making good soldiers. [do not know much 
aboutit. [can only say that we did use them in 
the last war with England. I saw very nearly one 
whole regiment of them in the service of the 
United States in 1812-13. I cannot exactly say 
that [ served with them, though I was very near 
them. 

The second section of the amendment provides 
that when any man or boy of African descent 
who, by the laws of any State, owes service or 
labor to any person who during the present rebel- 
lion has borne arms against the United States or 
adhered to their enemies by giving them aid or 
comfort, shall render to the United States any 
such service as is provided in the preceding sec- 
tion, he, his mother, and his wife and children, 
shall forever thereafter be free, any law or usage 
to the contrary notwithstanding. I have a word 
to say about that. I am constrained to say, 
whether itis to the honor or dishonor of my coun- 
try, that, in the land of slavery, no male slave 
has a child; none is known as father to a child; 
no slave has a wife, marriage being repudiated in 
the slavesystem. Thisis the condition of things; 
and wonderful as it may be, we are told that that 
is a Christian institution! 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. A Chris- 
tianizing institution ! 

Mr. COLLAMER. Itis said to be a Christian 
institution, sustained by, countenanced by the 
system of Christianity! ‘hat is what is claimed. 
Mr. President, if I understand anything about the 
philosophy of Christianity, I view it to be a di- 
vine revelation, condescendingly made to us from 
the Supreme Being, and shaped to us so as to ad- 
dress itself to us in our social capacities. 

itis said to us—God says to us: ** Son, give me 
thy heart.’? He says, “As a father pitieth his 
children, so God pitieth those that fear him.” 
He says that ‘* he is more ready to give good gifts 
to them that ask Him, than earthly parents to give 

ifis to their children.” He tells us to address 
Flim as ‘tour Father which artin heaven.’? Now, 
sir, can we not see in all this, that it is addressed 
to us in infinite condescension to our social rela- 
tions, It is a revelation only to them who un- 
derstand those relations, and ifa man can be found 


Itis neces- 
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—four millions of them—among whom no child 
knoweth his father, and all this revelation ad- 
dressed to him in the filial relationship of a child 
to a parent isa dead letter. When he is told * as 
a father pitieth his children, so God pitieth those 
that fear Him,’’ he may say, “‘] never knew a 
father; | do not know what you mean by a father 
giving gifts to his children; I have no father; I 
know not how to address God as my Father in 
heaven, who have nota father upon earth, and 
never have had.”’ And yet we are told that it is 
a Christian institution! So, too, sir, in conde- 
scension to our limited faculties, the relationship 
between the Church and its Head is likened to 
that of the bride and the bridegroom, a thing un- 
known, unrealized, incapable of being understood 
by four millions of our people. And yetitisa 
Christian institution! I speak of the system ac- 
cording to its theory and what that makes it. 
Christianity with the connubial relation left out, 
is a paradox. Such is the theory of the slave 
system, and so far as that theory is practically 
realized, so far it renders the slave incapable of 
apprehending or appreciating the divine revela- 
tion. He is only saved from such consequence 
to the extent that practice is in violation of the 
theory. 

Mr. President, I do not wish to pursue this 
pointany farther. I have simply to say that these 
people have no wives, they have no children, and 
this provision in this section of the amendment 
is, to all practical purposes, a dead letter. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Anrnony 
in the chair.) The question is upon the first sec- 
tion of the amendment, as amended. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. I desire to propose what I 
regard as a verbal amendment to this amendment; 
it is to strike out, in lines four and five, the words 
‘**any military or naval”? before “ service.”” 1 do 
not think the striking out of these words will 
affect the sense; or, if it has any effect, it will 
strengthen the meaning of the section. 

Mr. KING. We may as well meet this ques- 
tion directly, and see whether we are prepared to 
use for the defense of our country the powers 
which God has given to it; the men who are will- 
ing to be used to preserve it. I hope the Senate 
will not strike out these words, which might, by 
construction, prevent the use of these persons for 
military purposes. They are now in the Navy, 
serving our guns there; and why should we not 
be at liberty to use them inthe Army? It has been 
said that there is no necessity for the passage of a 
bill of this kind, that the power exists fully, not 
only for the general purposes here described, but 
to enlist them as soldiers, and that it is a matter 
of discretion. The difficulty is in the prejudice 
with which a great many minds take up and con- 
template this question. For my part, I am pre- 
pared to express my Opinions upon it. he 

resident, in his message at the beginning of the 
session, referred much of all these subjects to 
Congress for its opinion. Congress has heretofore 
refrained from acting on this point. I should have 
been prepared to act at a much earlier day, but I 
think the time has come when we may at least 
express our opinion. If the Senator from New 
Jersey persists in his motion, I shall wanta divis- 
ion onit. I hope he will consent to let the section 
stand as it is without pressing his proposition. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. I am almost afraid to say 
that I fear the Senator from New York does not 
understand the scope and effect of my proposed 
amend ment. 

Mr. KING. 
do so. 

Mr. TEN EYCK., I do not think my amend- 
ment will have any such effect as he seems to dep- 
recate. It will simply have the effect of relieving 
this section from one or two expressions; but it 
will not at all affect the meaning or effect of the 
section. 

Mr. SUMNER. Will the Senator be good 
enough to state it again? 

Mr. TEN EYCK. My proposition is, to strike 
out the words ‘‘any military or naval,’’ before 
“*service;’’ so that it will read: 

That the President be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
receive inte the service of the United States, for the pur- 

of in performing camp | 


I may not. I shall be happy to 
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Without descending to particulars— 


competent, persons of African descent; and such persons 
shall be enrolied and organized under such regulations, &c. 


If it has any effect at all, you would hardly, 
perhaps, expect me to be proposing an amendment 
which was giving additional strength and scope 
to this proposition; but if the section be amended 
as I propose, it will be really stronger than it is 
now. 

Mr. KING. Mr. President, our opinions are 
expressed and our wishes accomplished through 
a great many modes of action and forms of tx- 
pression, he Senator states, as | understand, 
that his object is to enlarge the scope of action of 
these persons who may Te thus employed. In 
my judgment, the direct effect is to strike out these 
two purposes for which these persons may be em- 
ployed and used. There are enumerations of ser- 
vice, and in my opinion the labor in the intrench- 
ments, the camp service, and the various other 
services for which they may be employed, ought 
to be enumerated. 1 think they should go into 
the service to relieve our troops from carrying bag- 
gage, and a great amount of labor which is im- 
posed on the troops. Our soldiers should be left 
free from the performance of these fatiguing im- 
positions of labor that are necessary in a camp 
and in marches, wherever it can be done. If that 
is all these people are wanted for, | am content; 
but I would also expressly declare that they may 
be used for military and naval purposes. That 
is the question upon which doubts exist, and upon 
which differences of opinion exist. Nobody would 
object, probably, to their cooking, and yet but a 
few of them are used in that way. One of the dif- 
ficulties in this matter is that these persons, when 
they come to our tents and our camps for their 
own safety and security—and everybody hasa 
right to look to that—are now uncertain, and we 
have had no such general declaration from any 
department of the Government as can give accu- 
rate certainty to them as to what is to be their fu- 
ture fate. I think it is time that we had said to 
these people who will take up their arms, or who 
will take up their shovels and their spades and 
their hoes, or who will buckle the knapsacks of 
our soldiers on their shoulders and carry them, 
that they who will come to do this service shall 
be free. The time has come to say that, or tosay 
that it shall not be so. Let us be men, and treat 
these people as men, and let us understand where 
we are, and what is the decision of this country 
upon these subjects. 

We have, in my judgment, nothing to fear from 
our enemies on account of the expression of our 
views on this point. All we have to fear is from 
timid counsels that hesitate to pronounce what are 
really the sentiments and opinions of the country. 
The justice of God must be sustained by a gov- 
ernment and its people, or it cannot stand. What 
is just and right in this matter? Let us not fear 
to say it; let us not fear to proclaim it; let us not 
go behind any form of words by declaring that 
this thing is not necessary; that this power ex- 
ists; that it is already in the power of the Presi- 
dent todo this. The President has notdone it. I 
find no fault with him; | make no complaint; and 
I should not have made this allusion, excepting 
that it is presented here as an obstacle to an ex- 

ressiun of our sentiment on the subject. If the 
benator from New Jersey persists in this amend- 
ment, I regard it as one which, by its very effect 
and construction, declares it as the judgment of 
the Senate that these military and naval purposes 
ought not to be enumerated or mentioned among 
the purposes for whieh these persons may be em- 
ployed. The Senator may put in ‘all other ser- 
vices,’’ if he pleases; he may put in any words 
enlarging it to his heart’s content; but I do not 
want to restrain it. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. Itis hardly worth while for 
one to take up the time of the Senate with matters 
about which he himself may be solely interested, 
or to correct a false impression stated with respect 
to his course. | am not in the habit of doing that. 
The Senator from New York shows some little 
degree of warmth—he will pardon me for saying 
so; he seems to assign a motive to me. 

Mr. KING. The Senator, I trust, will excuse 
me. I did not intend to do that; I think it would 
be entirely unparliamentary and out of order to do 
so; but I did speak of the construction of this lan- 
guage, and what the Senator avowed himself to 
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be the object. I understood him to state that his 
motive was to enlarge the section; but I certainly 
imputed no motive to the Senator, and I shall not. 

r. TEN EYCK. The Senator did misunder- 
stand me when he construed my language to mean | 
that my sole object was to enlarge the effect of | 
this section. I had no such object. I stated, how- 
ever, by way of explanation, that the only effect 
my amendment could have would be to enlarge it. 

Mr. KING. Exactly. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. I went further, and said that 

erhaps the Senate might be a little surprised that 
T'should take such a position, as I have been ac- 
cused here and elsewhere of rather too much con- 
servatism, and being rather slow, and not quite 
up to high water mark in the judgment of certain 
gentlemen whose opinions oad whose judgments 
are of course much better than my own. 

Sir, I do not think it is necessary to specify all 
the services that these men may be called upon to 
render; nor do I believe that the power of the 
President or the power of the Government will be 
crippled in the necessary use and employment of 
the persons referred to, by the adoption of m 
amendment. If the Senator from New York had 
taken the pains to cast his eye upon the other sec- 
tions of this proposition, and in fact upon the few 
following lines of the first section, he would see that 
the amendment which I propose would have no 
effect whatever in depriving the President or the 
military power of the use of these persons in an 
branch of the public service in which they see fe 
to use them. If the striking out of these words 
would have that effect, the following words in the 
section would place another construction upon the 
kind of service which is to be rendered. I claim 
the indulgence of the Senate for a moment while 
I read the section as I propose to amend it: 

That the President be, and he is hereby, authorized to re- 
ceive into the service of the United States for the purpose of 
constructing intrenchments, or performing camp service, or 
any other labor or service for which they may be found 
competent, persons of African descent; and such persons 
shall be enrolled and organized under such regulations, not 
inconsistent with the Constitution and laws, as the Presi- 
dent may prescribe. 

Then in an amendment which has been pro- 
posed and which I apprehend there will be no dif- 
ficulty about passing in the Senate, it is provided: 

And be it further enacted, Thatall persons who have been 
or shall be hereafter enrolled in the service of the United 


States under this act, shall receive the pay and rations now 


allowed by law to soldiers. H 


1 regret that the proposition I submitted to the 
Senate should have led to any consumption of the 
time of the body. I frankly say that my object 
was to relieve this section ofa little of its asperity ; 
and if it had any other effect it left it stronger in 
fact than the words as proposed by the committee. 
There can be no such construction put upon it as 
the Senator from New York seems to anticipate, 
that these people may not be used with arms in 
their hands. If any such construction was at- 
tempted to be put upon it, it would be a forced and 
improper one, one which would not be justified 
by the law or by the fact, and the adoption of any 
such amendment by the Senate could not authorize 
the Executive, the Commander-in-Chief, to put 
any such construction on it as that he should not 
use those persons in the way which may become 
necessary for the public service. Neither have I 
taken the position, nor do I suppose any person 
connected with the Administration has taken the 
a, thata man or boy of African descent who 

as served the country in any of the modes pointed 
out, belonging to a rebel, or where a rebel claims 
his services or his labor, should not be entitled to 
his freedom. I know of no such person, at least 
on this side of the House; and if the Senator’s 
warmth or allusion was meant in the slightest de- 
aoe to reach this quarter, | say most respectfull 

e has mistaken the man to whom he made ref- 
erence. 

If it should be that the confiscation bills which 
have been proposed and which are now undergo- 
ing the examination of a committee of conference, 
should pass, as I trust one of them will pass in a 
modified form, and as I have heard no objection 
to the eleventh section of the confiscation bill as 
proposed by the select committee of the Senate, 
there will be sufficient and ample authority on the 
part of the President, conferred upon him by that 
Section, to use these persons in any way to purr 
down and suppress the rebellion; and asi beli 






in my view, to pile statute upon statute in relation 
to the same subject; still I did not mean to raise 
any obje ion to this first section, but I thought 
it might be benefited in its form and in its char- 
acter by striking out these words. 

Mr. KING. My relations with the Senator 
from New Jersey, duringall the time we have been 
acquainted, have been such that he certainly ean- 
not suppose I designed to say one word unkindly 
ofhim. He knows the esteem and the-respect I 
have for him; and although we may not on all 
questions entirely agree, we very nearly do 80 on 
all that are of any importance, and where we do 
not, we differ with entire respeet for each other. 
[ have fek it. The Senator suggests, in the kind 
manner in which he has presented his views, that 
one of the purposes or one of the effects of his 
suggestion, at least, would be to relieve this prop- 
osition somewhat of its asperity. 

Now, Mr. President, in the passage of our laws, 
I would not have any doubt or cloudiness or am- 
biguity, lest they should be regarded as being 
expressed with asperity. Certainly our friends, 
those on our own side, can have no trouble upon 
this subject; and the time has come, I think, when 
we should speak so plainly that our enemies can 
understand us, whether they get mad about it or 
not, 

I have done talking in such a manner as to avoid 
giving offense to our enemies in this matter. On 
this question of irritation, & told the Senator the 
other day, I believe, that | should relate a fact 
which occurred here in March, 1861. I think it 
was the captain of the watch here at the Capitol 
who came and consulted about getting permission 
to omit during the session of the Senate to hoist 
the flag on the top of the Capitol; and when he 
was asked what he wanted to omit that for, he said 
he feared it might be supposed that it might save 
labor and trouble, but he really suggested it be- 
cause it hurt these people about here to look at it, 
[laughter,] to see the flag from the top of the Cap- 
itol, (Laughter.] I had not done much, but I 
wrote a letter very promptly to the Secretary of 
the Interior stating the fact, and saying that I did 
not care whom he appointed, but I wanted that 
man removed. He was removed, and within ten 
days was with the enemy at Manassas. His name 
was Dunnington.’ Part of those facts came within 
my own personal.observation, though, of course, 
the fact that he was in the confederate army within 
that time, I do not know personally. 

This idea that we shall refrain from doing what 

is clearly right and proper, that we shall avoid 
using direct and clear expressions lest it may be 
unpleasant to somebody’s ears, is, I think, hyper- 
critical in reference to the passage of a law. e 
have got to take off our gloves and our coats and 
go at these people in earnest. 
Mr. TEN EYCK. One single word. The allu- 
sions of the Senator from New York in reference 
to me were of the kindest character and mostgrate- 
ful to me; but if he had any design to ran a par- 
allel between the case of the person who had a ten- 
derness about the feelings of others [laughter] and 
the course | have pursued, I have just in all kind- 
ness to say to the Senator, that if he is disposed 
to bear the standard of his country in the face of 
the enemy—although it is not a fair proposition, 
he being my senior and, perhaps, affording broader 
seope for danger, [laughter]—he will find me ready 
to carry the standard of the country as far and as 
near the face of the enemy as he, under all cir- 
cumstances. Sir, there is no fear on my part of 
the enemy, and there is no boast on my part. I 
am ready to march up to all essential positions 
that my duty here or elsewhere may require at my 
hands. I do not know, nor have I the least idea 
that the Senator meant to make an allusion of that 
kind, but still it occasioned a smile, and it ocea- 
sioned the direction of some eyes in this quarter. 
I may have been too vain to suppose that | was 
noticed when I was not. 

Mr. KING. The Senator will allow me to say 
that I have as entire confidence in his fidelity and 
in his loyalty as I have in my own, of which I 
do not assume to speak; but I have not any doubt 
about it. 

Mr. GRIMES. The debate on this subject 
seems to have been very satisfactorily closed; and 
I now raise the question of order that the motion 
of the Senator from New Jersey is not admissable 
at this stage of the bill. The words which he 


that will become a law, it was hardly neeessary, || proposes to strike out have been put in in com- 
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mittee, one of them at my instance, the other on 
the motion of the Senator from Ohio; and they 
cannot be stricken out, as I understand, wati!l we 


get into the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Anrruex? 
in the clair.) The amendmentof the Senator from 
lowa has not been agreed to in the committee, as 
the Chair understands. 

Mr.GRIMES. I do not know how the Chair 
understands it; but the Senator from Ohio will 
bear me witness that it was agreed to yesterday in 
committee. The word **war,”’ before “ service,”’ 
Was stricken out, and the words “ military or na- 
val”’ inserted. 

Mr. KING. The words, as the Senator sug- 
gests, were modified by authority of the mover, 
and not by a vote of the Senate; but that makes 
no difference. It was a change of the original 
language from the word * war”’ to * military er 
naval’? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Lowa is right. The point of order is well 
taken. The Chair was mistaken, because the 
amendment was printed as it had been amended, 
and not as it was originally introduced. The 
amendment of the Senator from New Jersey, 
therefore, is notin order. The question now is 
on the first section of the amendment proposed by 
the Senator from lowa. 

Mr. DAVIS. I move to amend the section by 
striking out the words “ or any military or naval 
service for which they may be found competent;”” 
and on this amendment | ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

he yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. LITTLE. Of ali things, | distike am- 
biguity in any law passed by Congress. I desire 
that it shall state clearly what is intended, and no 
more. As to the employment of either Indians 
or negroes in the service of the United States, the 
course pursued by the commanders of the rebel 
forces against the Government of the United 
States, makes it perfectly justifiable in us to em- 
ploy them in any capacity for which they are com- 
— in the progress of this war. They have, 

eyond all question, employed Indian savages as 
a part of their armed forees. We should be per- 
fectly justifiable in authorizing the President to 
empha Indians against the rebels. So, too, in 
relation to the employment of negroes. We have 
been informed, and I think we cannot be mistaken; 
the traitors in arms against us have employed pe- 
groes not only upon intrenchments and in camp 
service, but have organized and put arms in their 
hands to shoot down our sons and our brothers 
on the field of battle. Sudh being the fact, it is 
aoe on the part of the Government of the 

nited States, by every rule of honorable warfare, 
to authorize the President, if in his judgment it 
shall become necessary, toemploy them, and even 
to erm them. 

Sir, three opinions prevail in this body in re- 
gard to the war power. One opinion maintains 
that the President himself, under the Constitution, 
has the whole power in his hands alone during 
war, and therefore all legislation is unnecessary 
because the President has the power now. There 
is another opinion here, which maintains that the 
President is not clothed with any military discre- 
tion upon the subject which Congress may not 
control, even in the’conduct of the war. There 
is a third opinion, and in my judgment, the sound 
one, that while Congress may by law declare 
what powers may be exercised by the President 
in war, he is clothed with the constitutional power 
to decide when the military necessity has arisen 
for the exercise of the power thus given by act 
of Congress. If he has the power, as those who 
maintain the first opinion contend, already, this 
act will not change, affect, or enlarge the power 
which he now possesses. The act would be 
merely declaratory. But if he has not the power 
without an act of Congress, this act will clothe 
him with that power, when in his judgment it 
becomes a mwuens 7 necessity to employ colored 
_men to put down this rebellion, as an armed force 
or otherwise. Ido not believe that the honorable 
Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Davis} can object 
to that. If it comes to bea military necessity, for 
iristanee, in the State of South Carolina, in order 
to put down this rebellion, to ved: ay, to arm 
every man in it, white or black, Ido not think 
he would resist their employment in any capacity 
by the President for which they are competent. 
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It will be borne in mind that the main object 
of this provision is to employ these persons as 
laborers upon intrencliments and in camp service, 
to lighten the burdens and save the lives and 
health and strength of our brave and patriotic sol- 
diers. The further power of arming them is in 
the discretion of the President, where it can be 
most safely lodged. They were employed to some 
extent in the Revolution and in the last war with 
Great Britain. They are employed by the wicked 
leaders of this rebellion against us now. While 
I would be the last to sanedon a departure from 
the rules of civilized warfare, we cannot be con- 
demned in our own consciences, nor. before the 
civilized world, if we employ the same class of 
persons to fightagainst the rebels which they em- 
ploy against us. If it be wrong, they alone are 
guilty. We have borne and forboriic. They have 
sowa the wind; they may reap the whirlwind. 

It has been sometimes objected that sume of us 
on this floor have not gone as far on the subject of 
confiscation as some other gentlemen, because, in 
the view we take of the Constitution, that instru- 
ment expressly forbids the forfeiture or confisca- 
tion of the real estate of traitors beyond their lives. 
Itis in vain that gentlemen, bycalling these traitors 
public enemies in war, attempt to make them any- 
thing else than traitors, ‘Treason consists in levy- 
ing war against the United States, and those who 
do so are traitors, and nothing more or less than 
traitors. The very point decided by Judge Swayne 
was, that rebels in arms against the United States 
are not enemies within the meaning of the Con- 
stitution, but traitors, and nothing else. Congress 
is forbidden to forfeit the estate of a traitor, except 
during his- life, by attainder of treason, which at 
common law reached and forfeited his real estate 
only. L read the authorities bearing on that ques- 
tion on a former occasion, and no gentleman on 
this floor has offered a single authority to the con- 
trary. The authorities which I quoted were con- 
clusive. ‘They demonstrated that at the common 
law the real estate of the traitor, which he held in 
his own right, or over which he had the power of 
disposition, was the real estate and the only real 
estate liable to forfeiture, and that it was expressly 
to limit the forfeiture of that during the lifetime of 
the traitor that our fathers, in making the Consti- 
tution, inserted those words, ** no attainder of 
treason shall work corruption of blood, or forfeit- 
ure, except during the life of the person attainted.”’ 

As to personal property, including slaves, they 
are the subjects of capture in war, and Congress 
is expressly authorized to make rules concerning 
captures on land and water, 

Bat the title passes from the owner not by the 
enactment of the law, but by the capture, and that 
until the President by his miluary forces can put 
down the armed forces of the rebels, and get pos- 
session of their country and make the captures, 
the law of Congress will have no more effect in 
putting down the rebellion.than in putting down 
the rebellion in China. If a law of confiscation 
would have such marvelous results as some sup- 
pose, why not by act of Congress confiscate the 
powder and ball and muskets and cannon of the 
enemy, and that would end it at once. Sir, it 
needs something more than paper shot, acts of 
Congress, and impassioned speeches of congress- 
men. I will not, however, repeat these views nor 
dwell upon these authorities at this time. 

But, sir, I feel called upon to notice a remark 
made the other day by the Senator from Ohio, 
{[Mr. Wape.} 
hold to these opinions, referring to myself and 
others, ** weak brethren.”’ Weak in our dispo- 
sition to prosecute this war against the rebels? 
Weak in our sympathies for the loyal cause! As 
if we had a desire to cover up traitors’ property 
aud cover up treason? Let me tell that Senator 
that the most efficient means to put down the re- 
bellion is not the enactment of unconstitutional 
laws by Congress, but by marching our military 
forces upon the rebel enemy; that nothing will do 
it but ball and bayonet. Nothing can overcome 
war but war. War is an appeal to the god of 
forces, and we must bring force against force. It 
is not by speeches here, nor resolutions, nor acts 
of Congress that this rebellion can be crushed. It 
is to be put down at the point of the bayonet. And 
if from the beginning of this session the only word 
of Congress had been ** men and money,” and of 
the Executive ** forward march, charge bayonets, 


a little more grape,’’ and nothing else, we should 
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be nearer the end of the rebellion than we are at 
this hour. We have spent too much time and 
wasted too much energy in finding fault with each 
other, in criticising our genérals in the field, and 
criticising and thus weakening the confidence of 
the country in the Administration. when we ought 
to have been girding up the whole energies of our 
souls to sustain it; and especially to sustain the 
President, upon whose heart and head there is a 
load to-day which never rested upon a President 
before. We ought to uphold his hands, strengthen 
his heart, speak to him words of faith, friendship, 
and courage. We must stand by him orall is lost, 
so long as he is the President of The United States 
and holds the sword of its power. During this 
gigantic war which demands all our power, he 
that is not with him is against him; and the man 
or the party that fights not for him fights against 
the country. 

Sir, this is the spirit I would infuse into ever 
American heart. In this day of our trial, in this 
hourof blood and agony and tears, when the hearts 
of this people, disappointed in their expectations 
before Richmond, are stricken, and the hopes of 
timid men begin to fail, it is no time for Senators 
of the United States to be standing here publicly 
denouncing the Administration or denouncing the 
general in command. Now is the time for men 
of real courage, men of abiding faith in man and 
truth and God, whom temporary reverses do not 
cast down, and dangys do not appall, to speak 
to the country, to the President, and to the civil- 
ized world words of encouragement and good 
cheer. Let them know that in the midst of appar- 
ent disasters, in spite of threatened intervention 
from abroad, we the representatives of American 
States and of the American people, standing fast 
by the Constitution and the Games here and now 
renew our pledge before high Heaven, and swear 
by Him who liveth and reigneth forever, that we 
will put down this rebellion, we will sustain this 
Constitution, and preserve this Union forever! 
{Applause in the gees 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Order! 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. This is the word which 
I would speak, if I had the power, to the hearts 
of all American citizens, and speak it now. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Will the 
Senator allow me to ask him a question. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Certainly. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I want to 
ask the Senator from Wisconsin this simple ques- 


| tion: what has the Administration asked of the 


American Senate that has not been given cheer- 
fully and freely by the votes of all of us to carry 
on the war? 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I will answer the honor- 
able Senator. Whatthe Administration has asked 
of this Senate which it has not had, as it ought to 
have had, is its sympathy, its words of encour- 
agement and support. Instead of that, it has often 


| received speeches denunciatory in their tone on 
| this floor, denouncing the policy of this and the 


policy of that, when the President’s head and heart 
have been aching and almost crushed under the 
oad of these great responsibilities, which God in 


| his providence has thrown upon him. | complain 


of that. But what is past is past; let us hear no 
more of it. Ido not say that you have not voted 
men and money. They dave been voted with a 
lavish hand; but he wants more, he wants the 
hearts of the Senate to sustain him. Let our hearts 
go out towards him, to fight with him and fight 
for him. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Allow me 
to ask the Senator another question, The Sena- 
tor from Wisconsin is taking a very high position 
in lecturing the Senate of the United States in the 
way that I think he is doing to-day. .1 want to 
know who- deserves that lecture; what Senator 
here has failed to give every vote and give his heart 
and soul to support the President? lam sure that 
the history of the world can furnish nothing like 
the forbearance of this Senate in criticising either 
the President, or the Cabinet, or the generals in 
the field. Now and then there-has dropped out a 
word of that kind, but it has been very seldom. 
So litle has been said, and so warmly and univer- 
sally has the President been sustained by the coun- 
sel and the advice and the hearts of Senate, 
that the Senate of the United States, after seven 
or eight months of toil here, does not deserve what 
seems to me to be a rebuke. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. President, I am not 


lecturing the Senate. 
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I do not intend to do so, or 
to assume the right todo so. 1 am simply speak- 
ing for myself. 1 do not attempt to lecture my 
friend from Massachugetts. There is no more 
faithful, devoted, patriotic, and laborious gentle- 
man in this body. He has almost worn himself 
out this session in the service of his country. 
Witat I say, and I say it before high Heaven, is 
that the time has come when the hearts of the 
American people and the American Senate and 
the American House of Representatives should be 
united as one heart; there should be but one senti- 
ment, but one voice, and we should stand together 
shoulder to shoulder as one man fighting for the 
country and for the Administration. That all we 
do should be to unite, and not to divide the coun- 
try. Let us understand that it is not by vaporing 
speeches here nor by acts or resolutions of Con- 
gress, it is only by the bayonet, it is only by call- 
ing men into the field and crushing these traitors 
in arms that the rebellion is to be put down, and 
in no other way. 

But, Mr. President, 1 do not desire to take up 
further time. I have expressed what | desire to 
say in relation to this matter. As to the proposi- 
tion pending, I will only say I prefer that the lan-. 
guage should be entirely unambiguous, that the 
provision should stand as it is; and_as it leaves 
the determination of this military discretion in the 
hands of the Executive, where by the Constitu- 
tion it belongs, I shall support the proposition. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I agree to 
every word the Senator from Wisconsin says, 
when he makes the appeal to the Senate, and to 
both Houses of Congress, to unite heart and hand 
in raising men and raising money in supporting 
the Administration to put down this rebellion. So 
far as his remarks go to us as an appeal for unity, 
for vigor and energy, I respond to every word of 
them; but it did seem to me that there was some- 
thing in the Senator’s remarks that appeared to 
criticise and to rebuke the Senate. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. If my honorable friend 
will allow me to say a single word, perhaps I can 
explain a little more to his satisfaction. I think 
that in the discussion of questions here, a some- 
what different rule prevails, or should prevail in 
timeofwar. I[ do not care so much about what is 
said when we are everywhere perfectly successful 
and all is going on quietly in the country; but the 
discussion which took place the other day, and 
which has taken place to-day in relation to the 
course of the President and General MeClellan and 
the army before Richmond, | deem very unfortu- 
nate. It may prejudice us with foreign Powers, and 
may strengthen our rebel enemies. [tmay weaken 
the confidence of our people in the Administration. 
Besides, sir, it is the ordinary mode in which a 
political enemy attacks a party in power, These 
resolutions of inquiry apparently imply censure, 
and are generally introduced to find fault. I object 
not so much tothe resolution itself as to the tem- 
per and tone of the debate accompanying it; it 
may, perhaps, have impressed me more than it 
ought, and | may have spoken more warmly than 
[ ought to speak; but I certainly had no intention, 
as the Senator from Massachusetts’ supposes, to 
lecture the Senate or any Senator. — 

Mr. HALE. I do not mean to detain the Sen- 
ate, but I want to say that when this body and 
when Congress is called to account by public 
opinion, by the impartial judgment of history, a 
want of compliance with the wishes of the Exec- 
utive will not be found in the bill of indictment. 
On the other hand, I think their sin will be found 
in an opposite direction. In my humble judgment, 
if gentiemen on this floor have committed any 
transgression, they have committed it in forget- 
ting their constituents in the great observance of 
the wishes of the Executive. Our armies may be 
victorious in the field, but we suffer a calamitous 
defeat in the trampling under foot of the great land- 
marks and bulwarks of constitutional liberty. 
While I am willing to go as far as he who goes 
the furthest in supporting the Administration in 
a vigorous prosecution of thé war, in doing every- 
thing that is necessary to vindicate the honor, 
maintain the liberties, and preserve inviolate the 
integrity of the Government, I will not forget that 
it is a republican, a constitutional Government 
that I am sent here to protect and maintain and 
—_ I have sat a held my peace. Again 


nd. 
a have I been silent when my convictions 


have prompted me to speak, and to speak 
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in a tone that might ibly have subjected me 
to the censure which I think. the honorable Sen- 
ator from Wisconsin has administered to the Sen- 
ate. I have simply risen to say that none of that 
reproach, none of that reproof, do I take as lying 
at my door; and if anybody should undertake to 


|| that itis absolutely necessary to make every slave || 


| a free man who does service under this law, as 


| family free. Here you propose to give the Pres- 


| ident power to enlist into the service of the United | 


reprove me for not having been more prompt and || States one slave of a family. He may take the 
more bold in the maintenance of the great land- || slave of the most loyal master in the State of Mis- 
marks of constitutional liberty and constitutional |; souri; and Senators will remember that there are 
law, | would not undertake to plead ‘not guilty”’ || numbers of loyal slaveholders in that State; men 


to that so fully and so unqualifiedly as | do to the 
other charge. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Kentucky to 
amend the amendment by striking out the words 
‘sor any military or naval service for which they 
~~ be found competent.” 

he question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 11, nays 27; as fallwe: 

YEAS—Messrs. Carlile, Cowan, Davis, Henderson, Ken- 
nedy, Powell, Saulsbury, Stark, Willey, Wilson of Mis- 
souri, and Wright—11. 


NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Browning, Chandler, Clark, 
Collamer, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Grimes, Hale, Mar- 


lan, Harris, Howard, King, Lane of Indiana, Lane of Kan- | 
sas, Morrill, Pomeroy, Rice, Sherman, Simmons, Sumner, 


Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkiuson, and Wilson of 
Massachusetts—27. 


So the amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I move to amend the sec- 
tion by inserting the word “ free,’’ before * per- 
sons,”’ in the sixth line, and also by adding after 
** descent,’’ in the same line, the words ** and also 
such persons of African descent as may owe ser- 
vice or labor to persons engaged in the rebellion;”’ 
so as to make the section read: 

That the President be, and he is hereby, authorized to re- 
ceive into the service of the United States, for the purpose 
of constructing intrenchments, or performing camp service, 
or any other labor, or any military or naval service tor which 
they may be found competent, free persons of African de- 
scent, and also such persons of African descent as may owe 
service or labor to persons engaged in the rebellion, &c. 

I see an evident disposition, on the part of the 
Senate, to adopt the proposition before them. It 
has been frequently said here that nearly all the 
slaveholders in the country are disloyal. I dis- 
agree with gentlemen in that opinion; but if that 
be true, this will include all the slaves. If this 
amend ment be adopted, I desire to offer another, 
to come in at the end of the section: 

Provided, That all loyal persons entitled to the service or 
labor of persons employed under the provisions of this act, 
shall be compensated for the loss of such service during the 
period of such employment. 

I think we owe that much to the loyal men in 
the border slaveholding States. I think that gen- 
tlemen ought to yield something to those repre- 
senting the border slaveholding States. Gentle- 
men are notaware of the extreme sensitiveness on 
this subject there, and it does not arise so much 
out of the loss of service and labor of slaves, as 
from the general idea that these slaves will be 
turned loose. 

Mr. COLLAMER., Allow me to suggest tothe 

ntleman that the provision before us makes the 

lack man free if he does the service. The amend- 
ment which the gentleman suggests should be, 
not compensation for the time the man is in the 
service, but compensation for him altogether. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Ido not expect that the 
second section will be adopted. I desire to state a 
fact in reference to affairs in Missouri. We never 
have objected there to the employment of slaves. 
Last December, when the north Missouri railroad 
was torn up from the town of Warrenton almost to 
the junction, a distance of a hundred or a hundred 
and twenty miles, the slaves, with their wagons 
and teams, were taken by the State military au- 
thorities, and were used in the repair of the road 
for some considerable length of time; indeed, until 
the road was fully repaired; and so soon as that 
was done, the slaves were sent back to their mas- 
ters, with their wagonsand teams, The calculation 
1s, that if their masters are disloyal, they will not 
be paid; if they are loyal, they will be paid. That 
is the course that was pursued there; and J can 
say to gentlemen that ifa different course had been 
pursued in the State of Missouri at that time, I 
conscientiously believe, whether they think so or 
not, that we should have had ten times more trou- 
ble than we have had in that State. There is an 
aversion, a very great aversion, amongst the peo- 
ple of the slaveholding States, to turning loose the 





negroes amongst themas freemen. I donotthink | 


from the earliest beginning of this rebellion, who 


their slaves behind them, many of whom are in 
the service of the country to-day, and will continue 
there until the rebellion is over. | am very well 
satisfied that such legislation as this will provoke 
resentment and ill-feeling. . 

It is with a great deal of diffidence that I saya 
single word on that topic, because gentlemen laugh 
| atthe ideaofirritation. | know thata great many 
rebels talk about irritation, Itis a very familiar 
phrase with them. They are accustomed to say, 
you must not do this, and you must not do thit, 
or you will irritate the people of the country. | 
have never paid much attention to that idea of ir- 
ritation, but here is a proposition of injustice; I 
say itis absolute injustice. One slave may run 
away, may be absent from his master, and may 
be enlisted in the service of the United States in 
another part of the country, and yet here is a prop- 
osition that frees the whole family of that slave if 
he is employed by the United States. It may be 
ascertained who is his mothér; that is very easy to 


same mother would be brothers and sisters; and 
although the father may not be known, the mother 
and the brothers and sisters may be, and therefore 
it will liberate the whole of them; and this may 
be done with the slaves of men who have, from 
the beginning of the rebellion, been engaged in 
the service of the country, who have lost limbs 
in its service, many of whom, in all probability, 
will lose their lives. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Itdoes not free the broth- 
ers and sisters. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I so understood; but per- 
haps the Senator is right. On reflection, I think 
the language is confined to the mother and wife 
and children. I simply rose to state that itseems 
to me this provision ought to be extended only to 
giving the President power to enlist in the service 
of the United States, if you will have itso, free per- 
sons of colorand the slaves of rebel masters. ‘The 
strong probability is that in the seceded States two 
thirds of the slaveholders, perhaps three fourths, 
or even nine tenths, and, 1n fact, nearly all the 
non-slaveholders have given aid and comfort to 
this rebellion. The fact is, that a de facto govern- 
ment has been established there so long that men 
who were at first unwilling to yield obedience to 
that government, who put it off for six or nine 
months, have finally been compelled to yield. It 
seems to me, therefore, that by confining the prop- 





osition to free persons of color and the slaves of | 
rebels, it would have a pretty broad sweep. In | 


| 
| 
| 
| that way you can get as many of these persons 
into the service as will be needed; I think a larger 
number than the President will ever be willing to 
| entist. It is not necessary to go into this opera- 
| tion in any of the border slaveholding States, but 
| if it should be found necessary to take the slave of 
| a loyal master, why not pay him? 
Mr. President, we here are not responsible for 
the institutions of the different States, and Con- 
| gress ought not to hold itself responsible for those 
institutions, whether they be barbarous or not. | 
| am no defender of the institution of slavery; it 
| does not.devolve on me to defend it. I find that 
| it is an institution existing in the different States; 
I find it existing in Missouri; | find it existing in 
Kentucky, and | find numbers of loyal men in 
those States who have given the Government of 
the United States their money, their means, their 
| blood, in the defense of this country. We not be- 
| 
| 
| 
} 


ing responsible for the institution there, is it not . 
better for us to recognize it as an existing fact? || 
If we are bound, in order to preserve the Union | 
of the States, to take the slaves of loyal men in | 


these communities, why not pay them for them? 
If where you find slavery sanctioned by State law 
for which you are not responsible, you mean to 





| set free the slave of a loyal master because that | 


slave has done service for you, do so; but do not 


i} 
who have been carrying the flag of their country | 


have left their homes for the battle-field, leaving | 











go before the country and say that you will pay 


‘ ) é é | for any other species of property that you take, 
_ you intend to passit. Thatis notimportant; and | 


| much less should you undertake to make the whole | 


and not for this. I know, as well as any Senator, 
, and have always recognized, the distinction be- 
_ tween slave property and other personal property ; 
| but will you ge before the people and say that if 
| a northern man has his guns taken from hiro he 
| shall be paid for them, if military, necessity should 
| require you to go into a private arsenal in the 
| northern States and take property, you will pay 
for it, and yet that you will turn your back vpon 
the loyal men of the border slaveholding States 
and refuse to pay them for their property when 
you take it? 

Mr. President, I will not be responsible for the 
consequences of such legislation. We gain noth- 
ing by shutting our eyes to it, We all know that 
man 1s a creature of feeling and of motive, and 
there will be found no advantage in such injus- 
| tice. You recognize in the northern States as prop- 
| erty some things which we do not recognize as 

such, but would I as a Senator refuse to pay for 
| that which was recognized under your State con- 
stitution and laws and which it was necessary to 
take in the prosecution of the war? Would Ldeny 
| you payment for it?) By no means. I hope the 
| amendment which I have proposed will be adopted. 
I think Senators might yield that much at least to 
the feelings of loyal men in the border slavehold- 
ing States. 





ascertain; and | suppose the children born of the | 


|| Harris, Howard, 


Mr. KING. Atan early period of this insur- 
rection, we did not expect to have any summer 
campaign. We did not suppose that our Army 
would be carried into unhealthy places in a hot 
_ climate or in the marshes on the sea-shore, where 
| they would be exposed to the diseases of that por- 
tion of the country. The necessity for such a meas- 
| ure as this did not exist in the beginning, and it 
| was hoped there would not be any occasion for 
| it; but the necessity has come, and with it comes 
| the measure very naturally. I could wish that the 
| Senator from Missouri—and I ask his attention— 
would waive his amendment to this section and 
move it to the next, which pertains somewhat to 
| that subject. 1 will say to him in the frankness 
| with which we should all speak on these meas- 
ures, that I should regard itas very unfortunate 
indeed if there should be any limitation as to the 
slaves who might be taken on account of the char- 
| acter of their ownership. [ would leave that wide 
| and large; but there is this fact, which | here 
| frankly declare, as he does, that if, under this pro- 
vision, a black man, a slave belonging to a loyal 
man, should be received into the service of the coun- 
try, | should suppose, asa matter of course, what- 
| ever the value, whatever the loss of that loyal man 
| was by that act, would be made up to him just as 
| much as if we took his horse. The Senator speaks 
of itas if that was not intended. The bill itself 
does not make provision for it, to be sure; buta 
disloyal man has no such right, and we leave that 
matter to be disposed of in the settlement and man- 
agement of all these claims. There is no necessity 
for providing for itnow, The general provisions 
of law secure that without any necessity for it here. 
| 1 remember when the Senator from Ohio [Mr. 
| Wape] brought in a bill for the seizure of all the 
railroads in the country, it contained a provision 
in relation to the payment for them, but the mode 
in which the payment should be made wasstricken 
| out by the Senate: There is no trouble about this 
matter. Whatever may be the rights of loyal peo- 
| ple, they are and should be respected. I certainly 
| should be one of the last, gnd I hope there would 
| be nobody who would be one of the first to deprive 
| a loyal man of his just rights under the laws any- 

| where. I would ask the Senator if he cannot watve 
this amendment. I should oppose his proposition 
anyway, as striking at what ts really the vitality 
| 
} 
| 
| 
1 











| 





of this measure. If we are going into it we must 
go in so as to accomplish some result, and not 
with fettered hands. 
Mr. SAULSBURY. I move that the further 
consideration of this bill and the amendments be 
| indefinitely postponed, and on that J ask for the 
yeas and nays. ‘ 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 9, nays 27; as follows: 
YVEAS—Mesers. Carlile, Davis, Henderson, Kennedy, 


MeDougall. Powell, Sauisbury, Stark, and Wilsen of Mis- 
souri—J¥. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Browning, Ciark, Coliamer, 

Cowan, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Grimes, Hale, arian, 

King, Lane of Indiana, Lane of Kaneas, 

Morrill, Pomeroy, Rice, Sherman, Simmons, Ten Eyek, 
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Trumbull, Wade, Witmot, Wilson of Massachusetts, 
W right —27. 

So the motion did not prevail. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Mis- 
souri, (Mr. Henpenson,| to insert in line six, be- 
fore the word ** persons,’’ the word “ free;”’ and 
after the word “ descent,’’ to insert “and also 
such persons of African descent as may owe ser- 
vice or labor to persons engaged in the rebellion.” 

Mr. HENDERSON ealled for the yeas and 
nays; and they were ordered, 

Mr. SHERMAN, 1 hope the Senator from 
Missourt will be satisfied to let this section stand 
as it is,and to make his amendment at the proper 
piace in the sccond section. There is no reason 
why the slaves of loyal men should not be em- 
oyed just as well as the slaves of disloyal men. 
Che only question is what compensation should 
be made to the masters of slaves. If my amend- 
ment shall be adopted to the second section, the 
slaves of loyal persons will not be made free by 
the operation of the act, and the masters of those 
slaves will draw the compensation allowed by the 
Government for their services, and they would 
get their slaves back asa matter of course. If my 
amendment to the second section be adopted, this 
measure will not affect the loyal master, because 
he will receive the compensation allowed by law 
for the service of his slave, and the slave will be 
his at the termination of that service. If my 
amendment shall not be adopted, the Senator may 
move his amendment to the second section, just 
as well as to this section. There is no object in 
dividing this contest, and therefore there will be 
no real trouble about it. There is no desire, so 
far as | have heard any expression, to affect the 
right of any loyal master in the United States. It 
seems to be the general desire, so fur as 1 know, 
to treat him fairly, not to deprive him of what is 
regarded by the local law as his property, with- 
out fair and just compensation. I shall, there- 
fore, vote against thisamendment to the first sec- 
tion, because I think all these persons are subject 
to military duty, and they ought to be allowed to 
be employed at the diseretion of the President. It 
may be that the slaves of loyal persons are the 
very ones who would desire employment, whom 
the President would naturally employ iv the first | 
instance, and | see no impropriety in leaving them | 
subject to military duty, as they are by the Con- 
stitution of the United States. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. As the yeas and nays have 
been ordered on this question, | wish to say that 
I shall decline voting on it, although the amend- 
ment seems just; but as it recognizes the employ- 
ment of negroes in the Army of the United States, 
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and as | am opposed to the whole principle, | can- 
not vote for the amendment; neither can I vote for 
the original proposition, 

Mr. HENDERSON. I simply desire to state 
that I, too, may vote against the bill when it is 
amended; | do not know about that. I am not so 
very squeamish about it, provided the loyal men 
of this country are protected. I have not much 
desire to so iegislate here as to protect the rebels. 
I must confess that L have not much sympathy 
with them, and never have had, and, so far as my 
action here is concerned, I desire to represent as 
truly as 1 can the loyal sentiment of my State, and, 
so doing, to strike at the rebels inevery way | possi- 
bly can. Itis a mere question of policy in regard to 
this matter, I cath mistaken in policy, but I 
am satisfied of one thing—that I shall not attempt 
to fan any flame in my State in consequence of 
any legisiation that may be consummated here in 
Congress. I shall defend your action as far as I 
possibly can, bat under no circumstances will I 
ever defend the southern rebellion; and if the ac- 
tion here is, in my judgment and conscience, de- 
fensible, | am willing to make that defense in the 
State of Missouri; and J shail defend a great many 
things that [have voted against upon this floor; 
I shall defend before my people many things that 
i have not voted for here, because I differed merely 
in policy. If gentlemen differ with me in policy 
about the best means to suppress the suteciliein, I 
certainly have not much int to make of 
them, I ascribe to them the same honest and con- 
scientious matives which dictatemy own conduct; 
and aang they may adopt measures which in 
my heart ! believe will do no towards the 
oo of the rebellion, theirs may at last be 
the course of policy. I may be wrong as 


of them as you want to pay for. 








well as they. 
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It really seems to me—and I will || times as many as you want in the seceding States. 


take oceasion here to say it—that as a matter of || You can get all you desire to put into the service 
policy I would not pass these amendments; I || under this law; or, under the law as | propose to 
would have nothing to do with the question, be- || 


eause I believe the military authorities now have || in my own State. How many do you suppose 


' the ae of my amendment will exclude you 


the power, and ought to exercise it, to bring into 
the service whoever may be necessary to put the 
rebellion down; and if the military commanders 
want to take slaves in the disloyal States, or even 
in the loyal States, be it so. No loyal man will 
complain of it; but he will complain if you enact 
laws which merely on one hour’s service will 
make his slave free. 

Mr. GRIMES. I understood the Senator to 
say that he believed the President of the United 
States had the power to do this, and that he ought 
to exercise it under certain circumstances, 

Mr. HENDERSON. As I stated before, 1am 
no military man; bat | was once in the service of 
the country, and | took slaves and worked them 
on a railroad, 

Mr. GRIMES. The necessity which exists for 
this provision grows out of the fact that there is 
no method of paying these persons without the 
passage of such alaw as this; and colored persons 
who have been engolled in the military service of 
the United States, or in some of the collateral 
branches of the public service, are being disbanded 
because of the want of such a provision. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Thatis just the difficulty. 
{ do not want these slaves enrolled in the military 
service. I voted against that proposition. 1 do 
not want them taken into the service and used as 


| soldiers atall. I would use them in all service 


except that. I do not believe they will help you 
any. That ist™my opinion about it. I am satis- 
fied that they will not. In the first place, they 
know nothing of the use of arms; and, in the sec- 
ond place, if you have to wait to instruct negroes 
in the use of arms, and in the discipline necessary 
to make good soldiers before you strike at this re- 
bellion, let me tell you the rebellion is a suecess. 
That is all | desire to say in reference to that. As 
a question of poley, | think the matter is against 
you; as a question of expediency, I think the mat- 
ter Is against you. 

But, sir, there are many things they can do. 
They can use the spade; they can use the hoe; 
they can use the pick; and they can drive wagons. 
For all these matters, except military service, it 
is perfectly competent new for the quartermas- 
ter’s department to take them. I say | would use 
them, and require the quartermaster’s department, 
under the general appropriation bill, to pay for 
their service and labor; and | am frank to say the 
loyal slaveholders will sustain me in it. I would 
use them wherever | could use them to put down 
the rebellion; not as soldiers, because I believe— 
I know you differ with me—they will do you no 
good. T believe that, for every good soldier you 
would getamong them, you will lose a white man 
who will be driven off by his prejudices against 
legislation of this character. [ may as well be 
frank. I may as well tell you what I believe. I 
think the day has come when it is absolutely es- 
sential for men to talk out and say what they be- 
fieve,and what they know in reference to this thing. 
These are my opinions. I give them frankly. I 
am aware that gentlemen do not agree with me. 

Now, sir, how many negroes are you going to 
take? How many do you want? This bill will 
give you the right to take all the free, and it will 
give you the right to take all the slaves. Suppose 
the Government makes a mistake and gets the 
slave of a loyal man. Then | say the loyal man 
ought to be paid for the slave. It would be wrong 
to turn him loose. If it is necessary, go and take 
the slaves of loyal men and use them in building 
fortifications. They have been so used: I know 
pleaty of loyal men in Missouri who have taken 
their negroes and made them do service in that 
way in favor of the Union. Shall that make them 
free? Are you going to legislate them free in con- 
sequence of that act? Isay, no. It is an insti- 
tution recognized by State law, and it is not for us 
to tear down that institution which has been rec- 
ognized by the people of the State, the only per- 
sons properly mote | jurisdiction over it. 

Now, how many do you want? I believe there 
are nearly four million slaves in the country. 
There are half a million of them in the non-seced- 
ing States; perhaps not over four hundred and 
twenty-five thousand. You can get just as many 
ou can get ten 


| by it? Let me tell youa loyal man will fee 





amend it, you may take the slaves of every rebel 


from taking? Some gentlemen say, why not give 
us the slaves of loyal men in the border slave- 
holding States? At the first blus!: it does look to 
be a matter of justice; but how much do ee get 

rather 
badly to have his.slave taken by the President of 
the United States and put into the Army by his 
side. He may tolerate agreat deal better the taking 
of the slave of the rebel; but he will not like to 
have his own slave taken from home, when he 
himself is fighting the battles of the country; and 
nearly every man in the border slaveholding States 
is so engaged. They all have to do it once ina 
while. Nearly all of them have been or are now 
in the service. A loyal man in one of those States 
will dislike very much to have his slave, whom he 
left at home attending to his family, brought into 
the service; and | think the slave himself would 
thank you much more if you would leave him at 
home where his master left him, and where, in 
ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, he would be 
better off than if you enlisted him and took him 
away. That is my opinion; and hence itis that 
I propose this amendment; and | hope it may be 
adopted. By rejecting my amendment you will 
not get one hundred thousand slaves, including 
the old and infirm, children, and everybody else. 
You have as many slaves as you want; you have 
as many persons of color as you desire through- 
out the broad expanse of these seceding States. I 
have said enough, Mr. President. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Anruony 
in the chair.) The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Missouri to the amendment, 
and on that amendment the yeas and nays have 
been ordered. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 13, nays 22; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Browning, Cowan, Davis, 
Henderson, Lane of Indiana, McDougall, Powel), Rice, 
Stark, Willey, Wilson of Missouri, and Wright—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Chaudler, Clark, Collamer, Doolittle, 
Fessenden, Foot, Grimes, Male, Harlan, Harris, Howard, 
King, Lane of Kansas, Morrill, Pe , Sherman, Sim- 
mons, Sumner, Trumbull, Wilkinson, Wilmot, and Wilson 
of Massachusetts—22. 

So the amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected. 


Mr. HENDERSON. I desire to offer another 
amendment, to add at the end of this first section: 

Provided, That all loyal persons entitled to the service or 
labor of persons employed under the provisions of this act 
shall be compensated for the loss of such service, 

Mr. HALE. I should like to amend that by 
inserting the words, ** by the laws of the State in 
which they reside,”” 

Mr. HENDERSON. I have no objection to 
that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Doesthe Sen- 
ator from Missouri accept that modification of his 
amendment? 

Mr. HENDERSON. Certainly. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Before the banat accepts 
that, I wish to move an amendment fixing the 
amount of damages by the law. ~ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment can only be altered by the assent of the Sen- 
ator from Missouri. Itis an amendment to an 
amendment. 

Mr. HENDERSON, I readily perceive what 
the Senator from Ohio is aiming at; but I do not 
know what will be done with this proposition sub- 
sequently, and hence I want this amendment put 
on the first section now. I donotknow whether the 
Senate will make free all the slaves who may be em- 
ployed under this section or not. I cannot foretell 
what will be the action of the Senate; therefore, 
while we are upon this section, I want to ingraft 
an amendment upon it in such language that if you 
do make the slave employed free, the loyal owner 
shall be compensated for the service lost; that is, 
the entire use of the slave if you make him free. 
If you returned him to his owner, you compen- 
sated him for the time he was employed in the ser- 
vice. emg of this amendmen, thought, 

is 


would accomplish the object, whatever mitty be 
the action of tie G 
Mr. SHERMAN. trouble is, if a slave is 


paid for his services under the operation of the 





